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CHAPTER DCLXXX.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR MAKING THE
RIVER SCHTJYIJKILL NAVIGABLE AND FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
THE FISH IN TIlE SAID RIVER.” 1

Whereasmany of the commissionersappointedin and by
the actof generalassemblypassedin the first yearof His pres-
ent Majesty’s reign, entitled “An act for making the river
Schuylkill navigableandfor the preservationof the fish in ‘the
saidriver,” 1 aresincethe passingof the samedeceased,sothat
the good regulationsand provisionsin the saidact contained
cannotbeenforced,to thegreatdetrimentof thetradeandcom-
merceof this province:

[Section 1.1 Be it therefore enacted by the Honorable
RichardPenn,Esquire,Lieutenant-Governorunderthe Honor-
ableThomasPennandJohnPenn,Esquires,true andabsolute
Proprietariesof the Provinceof Pennsylvania,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the representativesof thefreemenof the
saidProvincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authority
of the same,That David Rittenhouse,Anthony Levering,John
Roberts,miller, William Dewees,Junior,David Thomas,James
Hockley, ThomasPotts, Mark Bird, JamesStar, JacobKern
andJohnPawling,Junior,shallbe andtheyareherebyappoint-
ed commissionersfor clearing,scouringandmaking the river
Schuylkill navigableandfor putting in executionall andevery
otherthe purposesin thesaidactmentioned,andthattheyor a
majority of them or of the survivorsof them shallhave, hold
and exerciseall and every the powers, authorities, jurisdic-
tions, rights andprivileges given and grantedin and by the
said recited act to the commissionerstherein appointed,and
shall be subjectto the samedutiesto all intentsandpurposes
as if theyhadbeenthecommissionersthereinparticularlyap-
pointed.

1PassedMarch14, 1761, Chapter465.
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[SectionIL] And be it further enactedby the authorit~r
aforesaid,That the surviving commissionersappointedby the
saidrecitedactshallandtheyareherebyenjoinedandrequired
immediatelyafterthe passingof this actto deliver overto the
commissionershereinbeforeappointed all andevery sum and
sumsof moneyby them collectedandreceivedandremaining
in their handsunappropriatedandapplied to thepurposesmen-
tionedin the saidrecitedact, togetherwith all books,subscrip-
tioils andotherpapers,vouchersandaccountsandall toolsand
implementswhich havebeenprovidedfor openingandclearing
the saidriver andshallbe in their or anyof their custody,power
or possession.

[SectionIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatsomuch of theactto which this act is asupple-
ment asrelatesto the app,ointmentof commissionersshall be
andis herebydeclaredto be repealed.

Andwhereasthe commissionersappointedin andby thesaid
recitedactdid agreewith CharlesNorris, Esquire,latedeceased,
that he shouldbepermittedandsufferedfrom time to time as
occasionshouldrequire to repair, keepup andmaintaina cer-
tain mill-dam running acrossthe easternchannelof the said
river from the main easternshorethereofto BarbadoesIsland,
whichbeforethedateof thesaidagreementhadbeenmadeand
erectedby thesaidCharlesNorris for theuseof hismill, on con-
dition that he the saidCharlesshouldandwould build, erect
andcarryout from the upperendof the saidislandadamorwall
of atleasttwentyperchesin lengthandinclining in somedegree
to theeasternsideof thesaidriver, andof suchheightasshould
be abovethe watersat all timesotherthanin freshes,so as to
direct thewatersinto the westernchannel,andalsoshouldand
would in building the saidwall or dammakeuseof the stones
lying in thesaidwesternchannel:

And whereassince the agreementaforesaid the adminis-
tratorsof thesaidCharlesNorris did conveyandmakeover the
saidmill with the appurtenancesto JohnBull, Esquire,andit
is but justandreasonablein casethe saidJohnBull shouldbe
permittedandsufferedto holdandenjoytheadvantagesarising
from the repairing, keepingup andmaintainingthe saidmill-
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damthat heshouldonhi~part fuilfil andperformthe condition
aforesaid:

[SectionIV.] Be it thereforeenactedby theauthorityafore-
said,That thesaidJohnBull, his heirsor assigns,shallandhe
or they are herebyenjoinedandrequiredwithin the spaceof
eight months from andafter the passingof this act to build,
erectandcarryout the saiddamor wall of the length, height
and in the place aforesaidaccordingto the true intent and
meaningof the saidagreement,andat all timeswheneverthe
samecan be donethereafterto keepup, supportandmaintain
the same;andin casethe saidJohnBull, his heirs or assigns,
shallrefuseor neglectto build, erectandcarryoutthesaidwall
anddamin manneraforesaidwithin thetimeaforesaid,or shall
thereafterneglector refuseto repair,keepup andmaintainthe
sameat his or their own propercostsandchargesaccording
to thetrue intentandmeaningof thesaidagreement,thatthen
and in such casethe said agreementand every part thereof
shall be void, andin that caseandnot otherwiseit shall and
maybe lawful for thesaidcommissionersappointedby this act
or amajority of them or of the survivorsof themto prostrate
andremovethe saidmill-dam.

[SectionV.] Providedalways,andbe it furtherenactedby
the authorityaforesaid,Thatif at anytime hereafterthecom-
missionersappointedby this actor amajority of themor of the
survivorsof themshallthink it necessarytoprostrateorremove
the saidmill-dam, it shallandmaybe lawful for themto apply
to the justices of the county court of quartersessionsfor the
countyof Philadelphia,who shall issueprocessdirectedto the
sheriff of the said county commandinghim by an inquestof
twelve honestandlawful men,duly qualified accordingto law,
to be struckby theclerkof saidcourtandafterwardsby thepar-
ties andsummonedby the said sheriff, to inquire what dam-
agesthe saidJohnBull, his heirs or assigns,shall justly and
reasonablysufferby reasonof the prostratingandremovalof
the saidmill-dam, and to make return of the said inquestin
writing under his handand seal andthe handsandsealsof
the said inquest. And if the saidcommissionersshallpay or
tenderthe sum of moneyawardedby thesaidinquestas a sat-
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isfaction for the damagesaforesaid,thenandnot otherwiseit
shall be lawful for the said commissionersto prostrateand
totally to removethesaidmill-dam,andopenandforeverthere-
afterto keepopen,thesaideasternchannelof the~áid river free
andclearfrom all mannerof impedimentsandobstructionsto
the navigationthereof.

PassedFebruary26, 1773. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council, February2, 1774, andallowedto becomealaw by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter~SeeAppendix
XXXI, andthenote to theAct of AssemblypassedMarch 14, 1761,
Chapter465.

CHAPTER DCLXXXI.

AN ACT FOR MAKING PERPETUAL THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT
FORLAYING A DUTY ON NEGROESAND MULATTO SLAVES IMPORTED
INTO THIS PROVINCE AND LAYING AN ADDITIONAL DUTY ON THE
SAID SLAVES.” 1

Whereasthe act of generalassemblypassedin the first year
of His presentMajesty’sreign,entitled“An actfor layingaduty
on negroesandmulattoslavesimportedinto thisprovince,” ~
oneother act, entitled “A supplementto the act, entitled ‘An
act for laying aduty on negroesandmulatto slavesimported
into this province.’~ 2 werecontinuedbeyondthe term limited
in the saidacts by the act of generalassemblypassedin the
eighthyearof the samereign,entitled “An Pact to continuethe
act for laying aduty on negroesandmulatto slavesimported
into this province;” ~andoneotheract,entitled “A supplement
to the act,entitled ‘An act for layingadutyon negroesandmu-
latto slavesimported into this province:’~2

Andwhereasall thesaidrecitedactsarenearexpiringandin-
asmuchasthesaidrecitedacthasbeenfoundby experienceto

1 PassedMarch14, 1761, Chapter467.
2 PassedApril 22, 1761, Chapter468.
3 PassedFebruary20, 1768, Chapter572.


