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CHAPTER DOXOIY.

AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE FISHERY IN THE RIVER CONEISTOGOE
IN THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER.

Whereasit hath beenrepresentedto the assemblyby peti-
tion from anumberof -the freeholclersof thecountyof Lancaster
that live on or nearthe river Oonestogoethat their ancestors,
themselvesandtheadjacentinhabitantshaveformerlyenjoyed
greatadvantagesfromthefisheryin the sameriver, butthatthe
petitionersandothershave for sometime pastbeenin great
measuredeprivedof this benefit from divers personshaving
erectedclamsacrossthe saidriver, to thealmosttotal obstruc-
tion of thefish runningupthesame:

Wherefore,for remedyingthe mischiefsaforesaid:
[SectionI.] Be it enactedby the HonorableJohnPenn,Es-

quire, Governor andCommanderin Chief of the Provinceof
Pennsylvania,by andwith the adviceandconsentof therepre-
sentativesof the freemenof the said Provincein GeneralA~-
semblymet, andby the authority of the same,That all and
everypersonandpersonswhatsoeverhavingalreadyerectedor
that shall hereaftererect any mill-dam or other obstruction
acrossthe saidriver below the mouth of Muddy Creek shall
make,openandleavethe spaceof ten feet in breadthnearthe
endof the saiddai~aat least fourteenincheslower thanany
other part thereofasfar up the saidriver as themouthof Co-
callico Creekandabovethat to the mouth of Muddy Creekat
leastfive feetin breadthandfourteenincheslower neartheend
of saiddamthananyotherpartthereof,so thattherebeatleast
twelveinchesdepthof waterduringthe mouthsof March,April
andMay in everyyearconstantlyrunning throughthe same;
andfor everyfoot thatthe damis or shallberaisedperpendicu-
Jarfrom the bottomof the saidriver thereshall belaid aplat-
form eitherof stoneor timber or of both,with properwalls On

eachside,to confinethe waters,whichshallextendatleastfive
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feetdown the streamandof the breadth- aforesaid,to form a
slope for the water’s gradualdescent,andthat ~tll and every
personandpersonswho shallrefuseor neglectto makeor alter
his,heror their damsin themannerdirectedasaforesaidwithin
the term of oneyearnextafter this actshallbe in force,every
suchpersonso offendingcontraryto thetrue intent andmean-
ing of this act, being legally convictedthereof by the oathor
affirmationof oneor morewitnessesor by his or herown con-
fession,shall forfeit andpay the sum of onehundredpounds
lawful moneyof this governmentfor everysuchoffenseorsuffer
twelve months imprisonmentwithout bail or mainprise,one
moietyof whichforfeiture shallbepaidto theinformeror pro~e-
cutorandthe [other] moietyto the overseersof the poorof the
township wheresuch offender shall reside,for the use of the
poor of the saidtownship.

[SectionII.] Andbeit furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said,That if any personor personswhatsoeverfrom andafter
thisactshallbein forceshallerect,build, setup,repairormain-
tain,or shallbeaiding,assistingor abettingin erecting,build-
ing, settingup, repairingor maintaininganyweir, rack,basket,
fishing-dam,poundor other deviceor obstructionwhatsoever
within the saidriver belowtheplacesaforesaidfor the taking
of fish, or that shall fix or fastenanynet or netsacrossthesame
or anypart thereofwherebythe fish maybeobstructedfrom go-
ing up the same,or that shalltake, destroyor spoilany spawn,
fry or brood of fish of anykind whatsoeverin anysuch weir,
rack,basket,poundor otherdeviceaforesaid,everysuchperson
so offending, being thereof legally convictedin mannerafore-
said,shall forfeit andpaythe sumof fifty poundslawful money
of this governmentfor everysuchoffenseor suffersix months’
imprisonmentwithout bail or mainprise,onemoiety of which
forfeiture shall be paid to the informer or personwho shall
prosecutefor the same,the othermoietyto the useof the poor
of the township wheresuchoffendershall reside.

And for the moreeffectualdetectingandpunishingoffenders
againstthis act:

[SectionIII.] Be it enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That
the constablesof eachrespectivetownshipwhichshallbebound-
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edby or adjoiningto anypartof thesaidriver shallandtheyare
herebyenjoinedandrequired,underthepenaltyof five pounds,
to be recoveredasdebtsnot exceedingfive poundsaredirected
by law to be recoveredandto be applied in the mannerlast
aforesaid,carefully anddiligently to inspectandview onceat
leastin everymonthafterthis actshallbein forcesuchpartsof
the saidriver asshall beadjoiningto his respectivetownship;
andhavingany knowledgeof any offenseagainstthis act, he-
shall forthwith giveinformationto thenextjusticeof thepeace,
who shallcall suchoffenderbeforehim by warrantor summons,
and if on hearinghe shall appearto be guilty of any offense
againstthis act,thesaidjusticeshall takehisrecognizancewith
onesufficientsuretyfor his appearanceatthenextcourtof gen-
eral quartersessionsof [the] peaceto be held for said county.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
af-cresaid,That after the said damsshall be alteredor built
agreeableto -thetrue~intentandmeaningof this act,no person
or personswhatsoevershallcastor drawanynet or seinein the
saidriveratorwithin the saidopeningorwithin twentyperches
aboveor below the sameuiider the penalty of fifty pounds,to
be recoveredandappliedin mannerfirst aforesaid.

[SectionV.] Providedalwaysnevertheless,That nothingin
this actcontainedshallbe construedor understoodto depriveor
hinderanypersonfrom drawingaseineo~netfor thetaking of
fish in any part of the saidriver exceptin theplaceslast afore-
said.
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