
TilE STATUTES AT LARGE OF
PENNSYLYAMA.

Ordinancespassedby the Constitutional Convention,
June-September,1776.

CHAPTERDCCXXVII.

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE RELIEF OF THE PRISONERSIN THE SEV-

ERAL GAOLS IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Whereasat this time the courts of justicewithin this state
are surceased,andall processandproceedingsby which suits
can be legally commenced,proceededin or determinedareby
theauthorityof thepeoplejustly andtotally suppressed:

And whereasthe detainingin custodydebtorsunder execu-
tion who are willing to deliver up their estatesfor the useof
their creditors, or debtorsconfinedunder mesneprocesswho
haveno legal modeof enteringbail in orderto free their per-
sonsfrom imprisonmentis not oniy oppressivebut canbe of no
realbenefitor advantageto thecreditors:

And whereasa total changeof governmentby the assistance
of Divine Providencehasbeeneffectedwithin theUnitedStates,
andactsof graceto criminals sometimesaregrantedon events
of suchimportance:

[SectionI.J Be it ordainedanddeclaredby the Representa-
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tives of the Freemenof the Stateof Pennsylvaniain General
Conventionmet,That all andeverypersonandpersonsimpri~-
onedor detainedin any gaolwithin this stateby reasonof any
process,writ or commitmentfor debtor any criminal offense
whatsoever(exceptfor capitaloffensesor practicesagainstthe
presentvirtuous measuresof the AmericanStatesor prisoners
of war) beforthwith releasedanddischarged.

Provided alwaysthat all andeverypersonand personswho
shalltakeor claimthebenefitof this ordinanceshallbeforehis,
heror theirdischargeexhibit apetition in therespectivecoun-
tieswheresuchpersonor personsareconfinedto the persons
hereinafternamed,settingforth thereasonsof suchtheir im-
prisonment; and if he, sheor they so petitioning shall be
chargedin executioi~,suchprisoneror prisonersshallwith his,
heror their petitionannexthenamesof his, her ortheircredit-
orsandthedebtsdueasnearascanbe andcertify anaccountof
his, herortheir wholerealandpersonalestate,with thesecuri-
ties whereinany part of it consists,and the deeds,booksof
accounts,notesorbondsrelatingthereunto;anduponsuchpe-
•titions andcertificatesdeliveredthepersonshereinafternamed
in therespectivecountiesor any two of themmay andthey are
herebyrequiredto order suchprisonersto be broughtbefore
them and administeror tenderto suchprisonersthe oathor
affirmationheretoforerequiredandtakenin casesof insolvent
debtorsby actof assemblyof Pennsylvaniamadein theyearof
our Lord one thousandsevenhundred and twenty-nine; and
upon having taken such oath or affirmation such prisoner
or prisonersshall makean assignmentof such his, her or
their estatein the samemannerasrequiredby the said act
of assemblyand to and for the purposestherein mentioned
and subjectto the pains and penaltiesdeclaredin the said
act, and thereuponhe, she or they shall be dischargedout
from custody; from and afterwhich dischargehe, she or
they shall not at any time hereafterbe imprisonedfor the
samedebtor debts for which he, sheor theyhave madesuch
assignment. And in caseit shall appearthat the personor
personsconfined is or are in custody upon mesneprocess
only, the personshereinafternamedor any two of them in
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therespectivecountiesshall andareherebyrequiredby order
in writing undertheirhandsto dischargesuchprisoneror pris-
onersfrom his, herortheir confinement.

Providednevertheless,Thatsuchsuit oractionshallnot cease
until finally determinedby duecourseof law.

[SectionII.] Andbe it furtherordained,ThatGeorgeBryan,
JamesYoung,JacobSchryner,JohnBull, HenryHill andPeter
Knight of the city and countyof Philadelphia,or any two of
thembeand areherebynominated,empoweredandrequiredto
hear and dischargethe prisonersin the gaol of the city and
countyof Philadelphia;and JohnWilkinson, HenryWynkoop
andJamesWallace,of thecountyof Bucksor anytwo of them
be and are hereby nominated,empoweredand required to
hear and dischargethe prisonersin the gaol in the county
of Bucks, and David Cowpland, John Crosby and John
Sellers, of the county of Chester,or any two of them be
and are hereby nominated, empoweredand required to
hear and dischargethe prisonersin the gaol of the county
of Chester; and William Henry, William Bowsman and
John Hopson, of the county of Lancaster,or any two of
them be and are hereby nominated, empoweredand re-
quired to hearand dischargetheprisonersin the gaol of the
countyof Lancaster;and SamuelJohnston,Martin Dychelber-
gerandWilliam Leas,of thecountyof York, oranytwo ofthem
beandareherebynominated,empoweredand requiredto hear
anddischargetheprisonersin thegaol of thecountyof York;
and Robert Miller, John Homesand StephenDuncan,of the
countyof Oumberland,or any two of them be andarehereby
nominated,empoweredandrequiredto hearanddischargethe
prisonersin the gaolof the countyof Cumberland;andJames
Read, William Raserand Daniel Hiester, of the countyof
Berks,or any two of them be and areherebynominated,em-
poweredandrequiredto hearanddischargetheprisonersin the
goalof thecountyof Berks;andRobertTrail, AbrahamBerlain
andHenryBarnet,ofthecountyof Northampton,or anytwo of
thembe andareherebynominated,empoweredandrequiredto
hearand dischargetheprisonersin the gaol of the county of
~orthampton; and William Todd, OharlesCisna and Robert
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Elliot, of thecountyof Bedford,or anytwo of them beandare
herebynominated,empoweredand requiredto hear and dis-
chargetheprisonersin the gaol of thecountyof Bedford;and
SamuelHunter, Laughlin McOartney, andJohn Boyd, of the
countyof Northumberland,or anytwo of thembeandarehere-
by nominated,empoweredand requiredto hearand discharge
theprisonersin thegaol of thecountyof Northumberland;and
EdwardCook, RobertHannaand David Semple,of thecounty
of Westmoreland,or any two of thembeandareherebynomi-
nated,empoweredandrequiredto hearanddischargethepris-
onersin the gaolin thecountyof Westmoreland.

And that all sheriffs and gaolersheretoforeelectedandap-
pointed andall otherpersonswithin this stategive dueobe-
dienceto thesaidpersonsor anytwo of them within their sev-
eral countieswho havebeenherebyauthorizedand appointed
to hearanddischargetheprisonersaforesaid.

[SectionIII.] And be it further ordained,Thatthe several
sheriffsandgaolersof theseveralandrespectivecountieshere-
tofore electedand appointedshall and they are herebyau-
thorized,directedand commandedto keepin safecustodyall
suchpersonsthat now areor shallhereafterbe committedto
them for capital offenses,practicesagainstthe presentvir-
tuousmeasuresof theAmerican Statesand prisonersof war,
until they shallbe dischargedby due courseof law or by the
authorityof thehonorabletheCongressof theUnitedStates.

PassedAugust 1, 1776. SeeAppendix XXXV, and the note to

theact of AssemblypassedFebruary14, 1729-30, Chapter315.

CHAPTERDCCXXVIII.

AN ORDINANCE TO PREVENT THE COUNTERFEITING THE PAPER
MONEY ISSUEDBY THE HONORABLE THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS
OR BY THIS OR ANY OTHER OF THE UNITED AMERICAN STATES.

Whereasgreatmischiefsmay ariseto the United Statesof
America and the prosperityof the good people, inhabitants


