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CHAPTER DCCXXXI.

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
FOR THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Whereasit is necessarythat properofficers of justice beap-
pointed undertheauthority of thepeopleonly and derivingno
powerwhateverfrom thelate constitution:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeordainedand declaredandit is
hereby ordainedand declaredby the Representativesof the
Freemenof the State of Pennsylvaniain GeneralConvention
met, ThatDavidRittenhouse,JonathanB. Smith,OwenBiddle,
JamesCannon,Timothy Matlack, Samuel Morris, the elder,
SamuelHowell, FrederickKuhl, SamuelMorris, the younger,
ThomasWharton, the younger,Henry Kepple, the younger,
JosephBlewer, SamuelMuffin, GeorgeGray,JohnBull, Henry
Wynkoop, Benjamin Bartholomew, John Hubley, Michael
Swoope,William Lyon, Daniel Hunter, PeterRhoads,Daniel
Espy, JohnWeitzelandJohnMoore,Esquires,membersof the
council of safety,are herebymade,constitutedand appointed
justicesof thepeacefor this state.

And thatBenjaminFranklin,JohnDickinson,GeorgeBryan,
JamesYoung,JamesBiddle, JohnMorris, theyounger,Joseph
Parker,JohnBayard,SharpDelany,JohnCadwallader,Joseph
Oopperthwaite,ChristopherMarshall, the elder, FrancisGur-
ney,RobertKnox, MatthewClarkson,William Coates,William
Ball, PhilipBoehm,FrancisCasperHasenclever,ThomasOuth-
bert, theelder,MosesBartram,JacobSchreiner,JosephMoul-
der,JonathanPaschal,BenjaminPaschal,BenjaminHarbeson,
JacobBright, Henry Hill, SamuelAshmead,FrederickAntis,
SamuelErwin, AlexanderEdwards,Leth Quee,SamuelPotts,
RowlandEvans,CharlesBenselandPeterEvansof the city
and county of Philadelphia,Esquires,are herebymade,con-
stitutedand appointedjusticesof the peacefor the city and
countyof Philadelphia.
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And that JosephHart, RichardWalker, JosephKirkbride,
John Wilkinson, John Kidd, Robert Patterson,John Clark,
JamesBenezet,Samuel Smith, JamesMcMullen, Theophilu~
Foulke,JoshuaAnderson,GeorgeWickert and ThomasLong
of thecountyof Bucks,Esquires,areherebymade,constituted
andappointedjusticesof thepeacefor thecountyof Bucks.

AndthatAlexanderJohnston,William Olingen,EvanEvans,
RichardBaker,JohnSellars,Nicholas Fairlamb,John Jones,
JohnWilson, William Heslet, IsraelWhalin, William Deney,
SamuelBond andRobertMendenhall,of thecountyof Cheste~,
Esquires,areherebymade,constitutedandappointedjustices
of thepeacefor thecountyof Chester.

And that Emanuel Carpenter,Edward Shippen, William
Henry, Michael Hubly, William Bausman,Ludwig Lauman,
JamesBird, JamesWork, Timothy Green,JohnThome,Moses
Irwin, John Ferrie, ZaccheusDavis, David Jenkins, John
Whitehill, JamesClemson, William Brown, JamesMurray,
RobertThompson,RobertBarber,ThomasWhiteside,Michael
Bright and ChristopherWegmanof the countyof Lancaster,
Esquires,areherebymade,constitutedand appointedjustices
of thepeacefor thecountyof Lancaster.

And that Robert McPherson,Martin Eichelberger,Samuel
Edie, David McConaughy,RichardMcCalister,Henry Slagle,
MatthewDill, William Rankin,William Lees, William Bailey,
William Scott,William Smith,William McCaskey,JosiasScott,
ThomasLatta,William McCleanandJohnMickle, theyounger,
of the countyof York, Esquires,areherebymade,constituted
andappointedjusticesof thepeacefor thecountyof York.

And thatJohnArmstrong,JohnByers,JohnReynolds,Jona-
than Hoge, Robert Miller, GeorgeRobinson, John Holmes,
James Oliver, John Agnew, John Allison, JamesMaxwell,
SamuelLyon, William Brown, JamesDunlai. John McClay,
William Elliott, MatthewHendersonand FrederickWatt, of
the countyof Oumberland,Esquires,areherebymade,consti-
tutedandappointedjusticesof thepeacefor thecountyof Oum-
berland.

And that JamesRead,PeterSpyker,JacobMorgan,George
Douglas,Mark Bird, HenryOhriest,BaizarGear,JohnPatton,
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ThomasDundas,ChristopherWitman, RichardTeaandBaa-
tian Levan,of thecountyof Berks,Esquires,areherebymade,
constitutedand appointedjusticesof the peacefor thecounty
of Berks.

And that RobertTrail, JacobMoory, ChristopherWagener,
Henry Kooken, JohnWeitzel, PeterTraxier, Senior,Nicholas
Dupni, EvanMorgan,RobertForgemanandl~enryBarnet,of
the county of Northampton,Esquires,areherebymade,con-
stitutedand appointedjusticesof the peacefor the countyof
Northampton.

And that Bernard Dougherty, William Proctor, George
Wood,AbrahamCable,ThomasSmith,ThomasCoulter,Henry
Lloyd, JohnPiper,SamuelDavidson,William Latta,JohnWil-
kins, William Todd, Benjamin Elliot, William Parker, Evan
Shelby, David Jones,Henry Rhoads,William Johnston,Wil-
liam McLeavy, GideonRitchey,JohnMellott, EdwardCoomb,
Hugh Davis,Matthew Patton,RobertRamsey,BenjaminBird,
John Shaver, Samuel Thompson,William Phillips, William
Elolliday, theyounger,CharlesCessna,JohnMitchell andRich-
ardBrown,ofthecountyof Bedford,Esquires,areherebymade,
constitutedandappointedjusticesof thepeaceforthe countyof
Bedford.

And that SamuelHunter, JamesPotter,William McClay,
RobertMoodie,JohnLowden,BenjaminWeiser,JohnFleming,
Henry Antis andJohnSimpson,of thecountyof Northumber-
land, Esquires,are hereby made, constitutedand appointed
justicesof thepeacefor thecountyof Northumberland.

And that Robert Hanna,William Lockray, Alexander Mc-
Lean, ProvidenceMounts, Andrew McFarlin, JamesPollock,
JamesOaval,SamuelSloane,ThomasScott,Michael Hufnagle,
JamesWilson, David Allen, Benjamin Davis, Philip Rogers,
JosephCaidwell, JamesWilkins, William Elliot, GeorgeLati-
more and SamuelBurns,of thecountyof Westmoreland,Es-
quires, areherebymade,constitutedandappointedjusticesof
thepeacefor thecountyof Westmoreland.

[SectionII.] And be it furtherordainedanddeclared,That
the saidjusticesand everyof them shallhave full powerand
authorityto takeacknowledgmentsof deedsandcognizanceof



16 The Statutesat Large ofPennsylvania. [1776

criminal offensesand breachesof the peace;and in casesof
petty larcenyunderfive shillings to proceedto punishment.

[SectionIII.] And be it furtherordainedanddeclared,That
thelawswhich werein usebeforethedissolutionof thelategov-
ernmentshallbe therule oftheirproceedingsso far asthesame
maynotbeinconsistentwith theoathoraffirmationhereinafter
directedto be takenandsubscribed,andthatthestyleof their
preceptsshall be in the nameof thestateof Pennsylvania,be-
foretheirpresidentfor thetime being.

And that the justicesappointedfor the city and county of
Philadelphiado takeandsubscribethesameoathor affirmation
before Benjamin Franklin, John Dickinson, Samuel Morris,
SamuelAshmeadandAlexanderEdwards,Esquires,or oneof
them.

And that thejusticesappointedfor the countyof Bucks do
takeand subscribethe saidoathor affirmation beforeJoseph
Hart, JosephKirkbride and JohnKidd, Esquires,or one of
them.

And that thejusticesappointedfor the countyof Chesterdo
takeandsubscribethesaidoathor affirmationbeforeRichard
BakerandJohnSellars,Esquires,oroneof them.

And that thejusticesappointedfor thecountyof Lancaster
do takeandsubscribethesaid oathor affirmation beforeWil-
liam Henry,John Hubley, JohnThomeand MosesErwin, Es-
quires,oroneof them.

And that thejustices appointedfor the countyof York do
takeand subscribethe said oath or affirmationbeforeMartin
Eichelberger,SamuelEdieandWilliam Smith,Esquires,or one
of them.

Andthatthejusticesappointedfor thecountyof Cumberland
do takeandsubscribethesaidoathor affirmationbeforeJona.
than Hoge,John Holmes, John Alison and SamuelLyon, Es-
quires,oroneof them.

And that thejustices appointedfor the county of Berksdo
takeand subscribethe said oath or affirmation before James
Read,PeterSpykerandJacobMorgan,Esquires,oroneof them.

And thatthejusticesappointedfor thecountyof Northamp
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ton do take and subscribethe said oathor affirmation before
RobertTrail andHenryKooken,Esquires,or oneof them.

And thatthejusticesappointedfor thecountyof Bedforddo.
takeandsubscribethe said oathOr affirmation beforeGeorge
WoodandDavid Espy,Esquires,oroneof them.

And that thejusticesappointedfor the countyof Northum-
berlanddo takeandsubscribethesaid oathor affirmationbe-
foreSamuelHunterandJamesPotter,Esquires,oroneof them.

[SectionIV.] And beit furtherordainedand declared,That
the said justices and every of them beforethey respectively
enterupontheiroffice do takeand subscribethefollowing oath
or affirmation.

“I do swearoraffirm that I do not holdmyselfboundto bear
allegianceto GeorgetheThird, King of GreatBritain, andthat
I will steadilyandfirmly at all timespromotethemosteffectual
means,according to my skill and knowledge,to opposety-
rannical proceedingsof the King and parliamentof Great
Britain againstthe UnitedAmericanStates,andto supporta
governmentin this stateon the authority of thepeopleonly;
andthat asa justice of thepeaceI will do everythingin that
office to thebestof my knowledgeandabilities consistentwith
the freedomandindependenceof this state.”

[SectionV.] And be it further ordainedanddeclared,That
themembersof thecouncil of safetyabovenameddo makeand
subscribethesaidoathoraffirmation.

And thatthejusticesappointedfor thecountyof Weatmore-
land do takeand subscribethe said oathor affirmation before
RobertHannaandAlexanderMcLean,Esquires,or oneof them.

[SectionVi.] And be it furtherordainedanddeclared,That
thejusticesof therespectivecountiesshallhavefull powerand
authorityfrom time to time whenthey shallthink it necessary
to appointgaolersto takecareof theseveralgaolsandprisons
andof theprisonerscommittedto them.

[Section VII.] And be it further ordainedand declared,
• That all coroners,constables,overseersof thepoor andsuper-

visorsof thehighwayswhowerelawfully in officeatthetimeof
or immediatelybeforethe dissolutionof thelategovernmentof
this stateshall continueto exercisethe powersand perform

2—IX
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thedutiesof theirrespectiveofficesuntil a newappointmentor
futureprovisionshallbemadein suchcase.

[SectionVIII.] Andbeit furtherordainedanddeclared,That
this ordinanceshallcontinueandremainin force until altered
orrepealedby thefuturelegislatureofthis stateorby this con-
vention.

PassedSeptember3, 1776. SeeAppendix XXXV, andthe Consti-
tution of 1776, Plan of Government,Section30; andtheActs of As-
sembly passedFebruary 5, 1777, Chapter739; August 31, 1778,
Chapter804. ExpIred.

CHAPTERDCCXXXII.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA DECLARING WHAT
SHALL BE TREASON AND FOR PUNISHING THE SAME AND OTHER
CRIMES AND PRACTICESAGAINST THE SPATE.

Whereasgovernmentoughtat all timesto takethemost ef-
fectualmeasuresfor thesafetyandsecurityof thestate:

[Section I.] Be it thereforeordainedanddeclaredandit is
herebyordainedand declaredby the Representativesof the
Freemenof the State of Pennsylvaniain GeneralConvention
met,That all andeverypersonandpersons(exceptprisonersof
war)now inhabitingorresidingwithin thelimits of thestateof
Pennsylvaniaorthat shallvoluntarily comeinto thesamehere~
afterto inhabit or sojourn do andshalloweandpayallegiance
to thestateof Pennsylvania.

[Section II.] And be it further ordainedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatall andeverysuchpersonandpersonssoowing
allegianceto thestateof Pennsylvaniawho from andafterthe
publication hereofshall levy war againstthis stateor be ad-
herentto theKing of GreatBritain or otherstheenemiesof this
stateorto theenemiesoftheUnitedStatesof Americaby giving
him or them aid or assistancewithin the limits of this stateor
elsewhere,andshallbe thereofduly convictedin any court of
oyer and terminer hereaftertQ be erectedaccordingto law,


