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f SectionII] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted,
That if two-thirds parts of the membersof suchcountiesre-
spectivelythat do electand sendmembersto servein thegen-
eral assemblyof this stateshallneglectorrefuseto appearand
taketheir seatsin thehousewithin ten daysafterthetimefixed
by theconstitutionof this commonwealth,themajorityof such
asdo appearin order to taketheir seatsareherebyauthorized
andempoweredto issuetheirwrits to thesheriff or coronerof
therespectivecountieswheresuchneglector refusal shallbe,
commandinghim to causeanelectionto beheld for electinga
member or membersto supply every such vacancyin such
county(which electionshallbeheldasth~lawsofPennsylvania
direct for filling vacanciesin assemblyasthe samemaybe al-
teredorrevivedby this house),whichwrits shallbeasgoodand
available to all intents and purposesas writs for supplying
vacanciesin thegeneralassemblycan or ought to be if they
wereissuedby thespeakerby directionof a full house. And
thememberswhich shallbeso electedshallmeettheothermem-
bersin assemblyon thefourteenthdayaftereverysuchelection,
to which time andno longerthemembersthat shall issuesuch
writs mayadjourn.

PassedJanuary21, 1777. SeetheAct o~Assemb]ypassedOctober
11, 1777, Chapter764.

CHAPT]~RDCCXXXVII.

AN ACI’ TO REVIVE AND PUT IN FORCE SUCH AND SO MUCH OF THE
LATE LAWS OF THE PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA AS IS JUDGED
NECESSARY TO BE IN FORCE IN THIS COMMONWEALTH AND ETO]
REVIVE AND ESTABLISH THE COURTS OF JUSTICE AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSESTHEREIN MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasby the unconstitutional power
claimedby theBritish ICing andparliamentover theAmerican
coloniesandthecruelSandoppressivemeasureswhichthesaid
King and parliamenthavepursuedto establishthat powerit
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becamenecessaryfor thecoloniesto declarethemselvesfree and
independentstates,which was accordinglydone pursuantto
a resolveof the ContinentalCongress. Whereuponall au-
thority beingin anypersonunderthesaidKing consequently
ceased,andthelawsenactedby his representativesherebecame
of no force oreffect, althoughthe samewere for the mostpart
suitedto thecircumstancesof thepeople:

And whereasit is absolutelynecessaryfor thewell governing
everystatethat laws properlyadaptedto thecircumstancesof
theinhabitantsbeat all timesin force:

[SectionI] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted,andit
is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet and
by theauthority of thesame,Thateachand everyone of the
lawsoractsof generalassemblythatwerein forceandbinding
on theinhabitantsof thesaidprovinceon thefourteenthday of
Maylastshallbein forceandbindingon theinhabitantsof this
statefrom andafterthetenthdayof Februarynextasfully and
effectually to all intentsand purposesasif the said laws and
eachof themhadbeenmadeor enactedby this generalassem-
bly, andall and everypersonandpersonswhosoeverarehereby
enjoinedandrequiredto yield obedienceto thesaid lawsasthe
casemayrequireuntil thesaidlaws oractsof generalassembly
respectively,shallbe repealedor alteredor until they expire
by their own limitation andthe commonlaw and suchof the
statutelaws of Englandashaveheretoforebeenin force in the
said province,exceptasis hereafterexcepted.

[Section II] (SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalways and be it
further enactedby theauthority aforesaid,That so muchof
everylaw or act of generalassemblyof the provinceaforesaid
asordersthetaking or subscribingany oath,aftlrmation orde-
clarationof allegianceor fidelity to theKing of GreatBritain
or his successorsor oathof office andso muchof every law or
act of general assemblyaforesaidas acknowledgesany au-
thority in the heirs or deviseesof William Penn,Esquire,de-
ceased,theformer governorof thesaidprovince,or any other
personwhomsoeverasgovernor,andsomuchof everylaw or act
of generalassemblyas ascertainsthe numberof membersof
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assemblyin any county, thetime of electionand thequalifica-
tionsof electors;andsomuchof everylaw or act of assembly
aforesaidasdeclares,orders,directsor commandsanymatter
or thing repugnantto, againstor inconsistentwith theconsti-
tution of this commonwealth,is herebydeclarednot to be re-
vived,but shallbenull andvoid andof no forceor effect, and
so much of the statutelaws of Englandaforesaidrelating to
feloniesastakesnoticeof orrelatesto treasonor misprisonof
treasonor directsthe style of theprocessin anycasewhatso-
evershall be and is herebydeclaredof no forceor effect, any-
thinghereincontainedto thecontrarynotwithstanding.

[SectionIII] (SectionIV, P. L.) Andbeit furtherenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatcourtsof generalquartersessions
andgaoldeliveryandcourtsof pettysessions,courtsof common
pleas,orphans’courtsand supremecourts,courtsof oyer and
terminerand generalgaol delivery, shall be held and kept in
eachrespectivecountyin this stateat thetimes andplacesdi-
rectedandappointedby thesaidlawsor actsof generalassem-
bly, and circuit and nisi prius courtsas directedin and by an
act of generalassemblyof the saidprovincepassedthetwen-
tieth dayof May, onethousandsevenhundredandsixty-seven,
entitled “An actto amendtheactfor establishingcourtsof ju-
dicaturewithin this province”1 by thejusticesandjudgesthat
shallbehereafterelectedandappointed,thesameto commence
in eachcountyon thesamedaysof thesamemonthsrespectively
appointedby thesaidlawsfor holdingsuchcourtsthatshallbe
next afterthejudgesor justicesof suchcourtsarequalifiedto
hold thesame,andshall have,,useandexerciseall thepowers,
authority and jurisdictionthat by the aforesaidlaws, justices
and judges, of such courts respectivelyheretoforehave had,
usedand exercised,and the powersof chancerygiven to the
justicesby the constitutionof this state,agreeablenevertheless
with this actandsuchotheractor actsof generalassemblyas
shall be hereaftermade,and every officer of all and everyof
thecourtsin this statethat is orshall beappointedshallhave,
useandexercisethe sameor like powersthat suchofficer or
officers of thesametitle, characteranddistinctionmight,could

1PassedMay 20, 1767, Chapter 60.
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or oughtto havehad,usedandexercisedunderthecharterand
laws of Pennsylvania[until displaced]. And all constables,
overseersof thepoor, supervisorsof thehighwaysandthewar-
densandstreetcommissionersof the city of Philadelphiathat
werelast appointedor electedin thesaid provinceare hereby
authorizedandstrictly enjoinedandrequiredto exercisetheir
severalandrespectivepowersand execute,do andperformall
the businessand dutiesof their severaland respectiveoffices
until othersareappointedin their steadandplaces.

[SectionIV] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it furtherenactedby
theauthority aforesaid,That all persons[who] havebeenap-
pointedto anypublic office or officesbythesaid King of Great
Britain or thelategovernorsof Pennsylvaniaorby actsof gen-
eral assemblyaforesaidare herebydeclaredto be no longer
officers in the severalandrespectiveoffices to which theywere
soappointed,thetrusteesof theloanoffice only excepted.

[SectionV] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enactedby
the authority aforesaid,That the presidentand council shall
appointone of thejusticesin eachrespectivecountyto preside
in therespectivecourts,andin hisabsencethejusticeswho shall
attendthe court shall chooseone of themselvespresidentfor
thetime being.

[SectionVI] (SectionVII, P. L.) Andbeit furtherenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thateveryactionthat wasin anycourt
in theprovinceof Pennsylvaniaat thelasttermthat thesaid
court washeld, exceptdiscontinuedor satisfied,shall be and
is herebydeclaredto bein thesamestateandon the samerule
and may be prosecutedin the samemannerin the courts in
eachrespectivecountyto be hereafterheld and kept as if the
authorityof suchcourt had neverceased,and if any recogni-
zancehasbeentakenandnotreturnedit is herebydeclaredgood
andvalid in law and shall be returnedand prosecutedasthe
laws direct saving the style, and whereany personhad ob
tameda judgmentbeforeanyjusticeof thepeacefor anydebt
orsumof moneyand suchjudgmentnot discharged,theperson
in whosefavor thejudgmentis, may on producinga transcript
of suchjudgmentto anyjusticeof thepeacein thecountywhere
the defendantdwells or canbe found demandand obtain an
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executionfor the moneymentionedin suchjudgment,which
shallbeof thesameforceandeffect asif thejudgmentwasob-
tainedbeforethejusticethat grantedtheexecution.

[SectionVII] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Andbe it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,That in all caseswhatsoeverwhere
anyperson,beingan officer of theprovinceof Pennsylvaniaand
by direction of the laws of the said. province gave bond to
the governorfor the useof the provinceandthe condition of
suchbondnot fully compliedwith, all suchbondsareherebyde-
claredto be in force for the purposestheywere designedand
goodandavailablein law, andmaybe suedand prosecutedin
the nameof the commonwealthin any court of recordwithin
this stateasfully andeffectuallyassuchbondsmight or could
havebeenheretoforesuedand prosecutedunderthe late gov-
ernment of Pennsylvania,and the money thereby recovered
shallbeappliedassuchactsdirect,e~ceptwhereany suchfor-
feitureor part thereofwasgrantedto thegovernor,andin that
casesuchforfeiture so grantedshall be paid into the state
treasuryforthepublic use,andall finesandforfeituresgranted
to the governorof Pennsylvaniaby the laws by this act put
in forceshalland [are] herebydeclaredto be for theuseof the
stateandshallbe paidinto thestatetreasury.

[SectionVIII] (SectionIX, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That thestyleof theprocessin all
courtsandall prosecutionsfor offensesagainstthe stateshall
beastheconstitutiondirects.

PassedJanuary28, 1777. Seethenote to theAct o~Assembly
passedMay 22, 1752, Chapter255; andtheActs of Assemblypassed
February5, 1777, Chapter789; August 31, 1778, Chapter804; Sep-
tember10, 1778, Chapter815.
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