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OHAPTER DOOLL

AN ACT TO INCREASE THE WAGES OF ASSEMBLYMEN.1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasin andby a certainactof thegen-
eral assemblyof the provinceof Pennsylvaniapassedin the
fourthyearofthereignof thelateQueenAnn, entitled“An act
to ascertainthe numberof membersof assemblyandto regu-
late the elections,”3it was declaredand enactedthat every
memberchosenor to be chosento serve in assemblyshould
beallowedthesumof six shillingsperdayandthespeakerten
shillingsperdayduringhis andtheir attendancein theservice
thereof,andthat everymemberof assemblyshouldbeallowed
towardshis travelingchargesaftertherateof threepenceper
mile coming to and going from theplace‘where the assembly
shouldbeheld:

(SectionII, P.L.) Andwhereasin andby oneotheractof the
generalassemblyof theprovinceaforesaidpassedin thethird
yearof thereignof thepresentKing of GreatBritain, entitled
“An actto increasetheallowanceto membersof assemblyfor
theirattendanceon thepublic service,”3it wasthereinsetforth
that sincethe passingthe said above-entitledact the price of
provisionsand the expenseof traveling, lodging and diet had
greatlyincreased,in somuchthatthesum ofmoneyallowedby
thesaid actto thesaidmembersper day wasnot sufficient to
maintain and support them in the necessaryaccommoda-
tions during their attendancein the service of the public,
whereuponit was enactedthat insteadof the said sum of
six shillings every member to be chosenafter the publica-
tion of the said last-recitedact to servein generalassembly
shouldbe allowedthe sum of eight shillings andthe speaker,
insteadof the sum of ten shillings, the sum of twelve still-ET
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iThe original roll of this act is missing; andthereforeit hasbeen
comparedwith the copy in theAct Books.

2 PassedJanuary12, 1705-6,Chapter137.
3 PassedJanuary22, 1774,Chapter696.
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lings per day during his and their attendancein the service
thereof,andthateverysuchmembershouldbeallowedtowards
his travelingchargesaftertherateof five pencefor everymile
he should travel oncein eachsitting in coming to and going
from theplacewheretheassemblyshouldbeheld,andthatthe
saidsumof moneyshouldbepaidby therespectivecountiesout
of thecountystock:

(SectionIII, P. L.) And whereason accountof thepresent
unnaturalwar theprice of provisionsandthe expenseof tray-
cling and almost everynecessaryaccommodationhavelately
increasedunto at least treble what they respectivelywere at
thetimeof thepassingthesaidlast-recitedact:

(Section IV, P. L.) And whereasthe presentconstitution
bathmadeprovisionthatif anymanis calledinto public service
to theprejudiceof his privateaffairshehasa right to areason-
ablecompensation:

Therefore:
[SectionI] (SectionV, P.L.) Be it enacted,andit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authorityof thesame,Thataswell for andduring thetimepast
of thepresentsessionsasalsofor and duringthe remainderof
thesame,insteadof thesumof eight shillings, allowedby the
formeract,eachmembercomposingthepresentassemblyshall
beallowedthesum of fifteen shillingsandthespeaker,instead
of thesumof twelveshillingsallowedbytheformeractshallbe
allowedthesumof twentyshillingsperdayduringhisandtheir
attendancein the servicethereof,andthat everysuchmember
shall be allowedtowardshis travelingchargesafter the rate
of five pencefor everymile heshall travel oncein eachsitting,
in comingto andgoing from theplacewheretheassemblyshall
heheld andthat thesaidsumandsumsof moneyshallbepaid
unto the speakerand membersrespectivelyout of the state
treasury.

[SectionIIJ (SectionVI, P. L.) And beit furtherenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatso muchof thehereinfirst before
recitedactasdeclareswhat shallbeallowedto thespeakerand
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othermembersof assemblyandalsothe wholeof thesaidlast-
recitedactshallbeandis herebyrepealed.

PassedMarch 1,9, 1777. See the note to the Act o~Assembly
passedJanuary22, 1774, Chapter696. Theact in the text was re-
pealedby theAct of AssemblypassedDecember27, 1777, Chapter
‘714.

CHAPTER DCCLII.

AN ACT FOR EMITTING THE SUM OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND
POUNDS IN BILLS OF CREDIT FOR THE DEFENSE OF THIS STATE,
AND PROVIDING A FUND FORSINKING THE SAME BY A TAX ON ALL
ESTATES, REAL AND PERSONAL AND ON ALL TAXABLES WITHIN
THE SAME.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit is necessarythat a sufficientsum
of money should be immediatelyprovided in order to make
proper preparationfor the defenseof this stateagainstthe
cruelandhostileproceedingsof theKing of GreatBritain:

Therefore:
[SectionI] (SectionII, P. 14.) Beit enacted,andit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssmbly met, and by the
authorityof the same,Thatbills of credit to the valueof two
hundredthousandpoundsshallbepreparedandprintedwithin
threemonthsnext after the publication of this act on good
strong paper, underthe careand direction of John Bayard,
Robert Knox, JosephParkerandMichael Shubart,Esquires,
thechargeswhereofshallbepaid by the statetreasurerout of
themoneysso preparedandprintedwhich bills of credit shall
be madeandpreparedin mannerandform following, viz.:

This bill shall passcurrentfor accordingto an act
of general assemblyof the commonwealthof Pennsylvania
passed‘the twentiethday [of] March in theyearonethousand
seven hundred and seventy-seven. Dated the tenth day of
April, A. D. on thousandsevenhundredand seventy-seven.

And thesaidbills shallhavesuchlike escutcheonsasin the
7—IX


