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othermembersof assemblyandalsothe wholeof thesaidlast-
recitedactshallbeandis herebyrepealed.

PassedMarch 19, 1777. See the note to the Act o~Assembly
passedJanuary22, 1774, Chapter696. Theact in the text was re-
pealedby theAct o~AssemblypassedDecember27, 1777, Chapter
‘714.

CHAPTERDCCLII.

AN ACT FOR EMITTING THE SUM OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND
POUNDS IN BILLS OF CREDIT FOR THE DEFENSE OF THIS STATE,
AND PROVIDING A FUND FORSINKING THE SAME BY A TAX ON ALL
ESTATES, REAL AND PERSONAL AND ON ALL TAXABLES WITHIN
THE SAME.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit is necessarythat a sufficientsum
of money should be immediatelyprovided in order to make
proper preparationfor the defenseof this stateagainstthe
cruelandhostileproceedingsof theKing of GreatBritain:

Therefore:
[SectionI] (SectionII, P. 14.) Beit enacted,andit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssmbly met, and by the
authorityof the same,Thatbills of credit to the valueof two
hundredthousandpoundsshallbepreparedandprintedwithin
threemonthsnext after the publication of this act on good
strong paper, underthe careand direction of John Bayard,
Robert Knox, JosephParkerandMichael Shubart,Esquires,
thechargeswhereofshallbepaid by the statetreasurerout of
themoneysso preparedandprintedwhich bills of credit shall
be madeandpreparedin mannerandform following, viz.:

This bill shall passcurrentfor accordingto an act
o1~ general assemblyof the commonwealthof Pennsylvania
passed‘the twentiethday [of] March in theyearonethousand
seven hundred and seventy-seven. Dated the tenth day of
April, A. D. on thousandsevenhundredand seventy-seven.

And thesaidbills shallhavesuchlike escutcheonsasin the
7—IX
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marginhereof,1with suchotherdevicesasthesaidJohnBayard,
RobertKnox, JosephParkerandMichael Shubartshall think
properaswell to preventcounterfeitsasto distinguishtheir
severalandrespectivedenominations,eachof which bills shall
be of the severaland respectivedenominationsfollowing and
no other:Thatis to say,

Onehundredand fifty thousandbills of the value of three
pence,one hundred and fifty thousandbills of the value of
fourpence,one hundredandfifty ‘thousandbills of the-valueof
six pence,onehundredandfifty thousandbills of thevalueof
nine pence,thirty thousandbills of the valueof one shilling,
thirty thousandbills of thevalueof oneshilling andsix pence,
thirty thousandbills of thevalueof two shillings,thirty thou-
sandbills of thevalueof threeshillings, thirty thousandbills
of thevalueof four shillings,thirty thousandbills of thevalue
of six shillings, thirty thousandbills of thevalueof eight shil-
lings, thirty thousandbills of the value of twelve shillings,
thirty thousandbills of the value of sixteenshillings, thirty
thousandbills of thevalueof twentyshillings,twelvethousand
six hundredandseventybills of thevalueof forty shillings,and
twelvethousandsix hundredand sixty.five bills of thevalueof
eightyshillings.

And thesaidJohnBayard,RobertKnox, JosephParkerand
Michael Shubartshall usetheir bestcare,attentionand dili-
genceduring theprinting of thesaid bills that thenumberand
amount thereof accordingto their respectivedenominations
aforesaidbenot exceedednor anyunjust and fraudulentprac-
ticesusedby theprinter,his servantsorothersconcernedthere-
in. And for perfectingthe saidbills accordingto thetruein-
tentandmeaningof this act:

[SectionII] (SectionIII, P. L.) Beit enactedby theauthority
aforesaid,Thatall andeveryof thesaidbills thedenominations
whereofshallbe four shillingsandupwardsshallbe signedby
anytwo of thepersonshereinaftermentioned,andthat everyof
thesaid bills thedenomination~s]whereofshallbeunderfour
shillings shallbesignedby any oneof thepersonshereinafter
mentioned;Thatis to say,by BenjaminBetterton,JohnYoung,

1The original roll o~this act containsno escutcheon.



1776-77] TheStatutesat Large of Pennsylvania. 99

Junior, William Thorn, [Andrew lodge], William Kinley,
IsaacHowell, Caleb Davis, JosephGardner,JamesCannon,
Whiteheaci. Humphreys,Benjamin Jacobs,William Evans,
[Levi Budd], IsaacSnowden,JohnBrown,William Will, Philip
Alberty, Henry Luithausen,SamuelSmith, FrederickAntis,
RobertLoller andJamesDavidson,who areherebynominated
and appointedto be signersof the said bills, andshall before
they receiveor sign anyof themtakean oathor affirmationto
theeffect following, viz.:

Thattheywill well andtruly sign andnumberall thebills
that shall cometo theirhandsfor thatpurposeby thedirection
of this actandthe sameso signedand numberedwill deliver
or causeto be deliveredunto the said JohnBayard,Robert
Kuox, JosephParkerandMichael Shubartor someoneof them
pursuantto thedirectionof thisact.

(SectionIV, P.L.) And for avoidingthedangerof embezzle-
mentormisapplicationof thesaidbills of credit:

[Section III.] Be it further enactedby theauthority afore-
said,That thesaid JohnBayard,RobertKnox, JosephParker
andMichaelShubartorany oneof themafterthesaidbills shall
beprinted shall deliver themto the signersasaforesaidto be
signedand numberedby parcelsfor which the said signersor
one of them shallgive his or their receipt:That is to say,not
abovethreethousandpoundsvaluein the saidbills at onetime
to any two o~fthesaidsigners,andso from time to time until all
the said bills of credit shallbe signedand numberedin such
mannerthat not morethanthevalueof threethousandpounds
be in thehandsof any two of suchsignersat anyonetime, of
all which saidbills of credit so deliveredto besigneda trueac-
countshallbekeptby thesigners,who upontheir re-deliveryof
eachor anyparcelofthesaidbills bythemsignedor numbered
shall takethe receiptof the saidJohnBayard,RobertKnox,
JosephParkerand Michael Shubartor some one of them to
chargethembeforeanycommitteeof assemblyto beappointed
for that purpose. And eachof the signersshall receiveten
shillings for everythousandof thesaidbills by him signedand
numbered. And eachof themthe said JohnBayard,Robert
Knox, JosephParkerand Michael Shubartshall haveandre-
ceivefor theirtroublethesumof tenshillings for eachday they
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shallbe employedin the saidservice. And the saidtreasurer
for receivingandpayingthe saidbills of credit shallhaveand
receivefive shillings for every hundredpounds,and no more,
to bepaidoutof themoneysso struck.

[Section IV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it enactedby the
authorityaforesaid,Thatassoonasthe saidbills shallbesign-
ed,numberedandperfectedthesaidJohnBayard,RobertKnox,
JosephParkerandMichael Shubartor any one of them shall
deliver themto thestatetreasurerandtakehis receiptor re-
ceiptsfor thesame,who shall therewithpayoff and discharge
all suchdrafts and certificatesasshall be madeby order o1~
assemblyforpublic use.

[Section11] (SectionVI, P.L.) And be it enactedby theau-
thórity aforesaid,Thatall thesaidbills ofcreditherebydirected
to bemade,signedandnumberedasaforesaidasthis actdirects
shall be legal tenderin and for the paymentand dischargeof
all mannerof debts,rents,sum or sumsof moneywhatsoever
due,payableor accruingupon or by reasonof any mortgage,
bill, specialty,bond, note, book account,promiseor any other
contractor causewhatsoeverasif the samewere tenderedor
paid in thecoins mentionedin suchmortgage,bill, specialty,
bondor otherwriting, book account,promise,assumptionor in
any othercontractwhatsoeverwithin this commonwealth.

[SectionVI] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
bytheauthority [aforesaid],Thatif anypersonor personsshall
presumeto counterfeitanyof thebills of creditmadeandissued
byvirtueof this actor anyofthesaidbillsof creditemittedand
madecurrentby theresolvesof thelateassembliesof Pennsyl-
vaniaby printing or procuringthe sameto be printedin the
likenessandsimilitudeof thesaidbills of credit,or if anyperson
or personsshall forge thenameor namesof thesignersof the
said true bills of credit to suchcounterfeitbills, whetherthe
counterfeitingofthesaidbills of creditor namesbedonewithin
this stateor elsewhereor shalluttersuchbills knowingthemtG
be counterfeitedasaforesaidandbeingthereoflegallyconvicted
by confession,standingmute or by theverdict of twelvemen
in any court of oyer and terminerwithin this commouwealth~
he,sheortheyshall sufferdeathandthediscovereror informer
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shall haveasan encouragementfor his discoverythe sum of
fifty poundsof valueof thegoodsandchattels,landsandtene-
ments,of thepersonorpersonsconvicted,andif no suchgoods
andchattels,landsandtenements,canbefoundthesumof ten
poundsto be paid by the statetreasurer;andif any person
or personsshall counterfeitany of the said bills of credit
by alteringthe denominationthereofwith designto increase
the valueof the said bills, or shall utter suchbills, knowing
them to be so counterfeitedor altered,and shall thereofbe
legally convictedin any court of quartersessionsof thepeace
within this commonwealth,everysuchpersonor personsshall
be sentencedto the pillory, haveboth of his or her earscut
off and nailed to the pillory and be publicly whippedon his
or her bare back with thirty-nine lasheswell laid on; and,
moreover,everysuchoffendershall forfeit thesumof one hun-
dred pounds,to be levied on his or her lands and tenements,
goodsandchattels,onemoiety to theuseof the stateandthe
otherto thediscoverer;andtheoffendershallpayto theparty
aggrieveddoublethe valueof the damagestherebysustained,
togetherwith the costsandchargesof theprosecution;andin
casetheoffendershallnothavesufficientto satisfysuchdiscov-
erer or [sic] [for] his or her damagesand pay theforfeiture
aforesaid,he or sheshall be sold for any term not exceeding
sevenyearsto makesuchsatisfaction;andin casethesaiddie-
coverershallnotbepaidthefull sumof tenpoundsby thesale
of suchoffender’sgoods,thestatetreasurershall paythesum
of tenpounds,andeverysuchcounterfeitbill shallbedelivered
to the statetreasurerto be madeuseof upon thetrial of the
personor personsaccusedor suspected,and afterwardsto be
burnt or destroyedin thepresenceof.a committeeof assembly.
And to the end that the said sum of two hundredthousand
poundsin bills of credit so asaforesaidto be struckby virtue
of thisact maybeduly andfully sunkanddestroyed:

[SectionVII] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Be it further enactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthereshallbe levied on all estates
real andpersonalwithin this commonwealthof all and every
personand personsthe sum of oneshilling and six pencefor
everypound clear yearlyvalueof the said estatesasthesaid
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yearlyvalueof the rentsarisethout of the premisesor other-
wiseto beestimatedbytheassessorsaccordingto theirbestdis-
cretionandjudgment,having respectto thequantityandvalue
of theunimprovedpartsof thesame,asalsouponall locatedun-
improvedlandor tractsof landto beassessedandratedin the
mannerhereinaftermentioned,to be paid by the ownersor
possessorsin themannerhereindirected;andthat everysingle
freeman,whetherresidingwith parentsor elsewhere,who at
the time of the assessmentshall be of the age of twenty-one
yearsor hath beenout of his apprenticeshipor servitudefor
thespaceof six monthsshall pay the sum of ten shillings,ex-
ceptsuchasshall be actuallyenlistedin theserviceof this or
the United Statesof America assoldiersduring thetime for
whichanypartof thetax shallbelevied.

[SectionVIII] (SectionIX, P. L.) And be it enactedby the
authority aforesaid,That theseveralsumsso to be raisedas
aforesaidshall beassessedandlevied from andafterthefirst
dayof Octobernextandshallbecollectedandpaidin thesame
mannerasthemoneygiven andgrantedto theuseof theKing
of greatBritain in and by an act of generalassemblyof the
provinceof Pennsylvaniapassedthethirtieth dayof May in the
year [of our Lord] onethousandsevenhundredandsixty-four,
entitled“An actfor grantingto His Majestythesumof fifty-five
thousandpoundsandfor striking thesamein bills of credit in
the mannerhereinafterdirected,and for providinga fund for
sinking the saidbills of creditby atax on all estatesrealand
personaland taxableswithin this province”1 is directed,and
every article,,clauseand thing therein containedconcerning
theassessingandlevying thetaxesthereinmentionedandthe
dutiesof theseveralofficersandtheallowancesfor their~roubie
enjoinedthemby thesaidact—exceptonly sucharticles,clauses
andthingsasaredeclaredto be repealedby a certainotheract
of assemblycalled a supplementto the said act passedthe
twentiethdayof Septemberin the yearof our Lord one thou-
sandsevenhundredand sixty-six,2 and the penaltiesand for-
feituresfor refusal or neglectthereofshall be used,exercised

1 PassedMay 30, 1764, Chapter513.
2PassedSeptember20, 1766, Chapter547.
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andput in practicefor assessing,levyingandcollectingthetax
herebyimposedandfor dischargingtherespectivedutiesand
offices thereofasif the samearticles,clausesandthings were
insertedin this act,exceptin suchcasesasarehereinexcepted,
ascertained,providedfor oraltered.

(SectionX, P.L.) And whereastheoutstandingtaxeswill be
sufficient when collectedto sink and destroyall suchbills of
creditwhichwerestruckby actsof thesaidgeneralassemblies
andappliedto theuseof theKing of GreatBritain:

[SectionIX] Be it enacted,That all bills of credit bearing
dateanytime beforethefirst dayof July, one thousandseven
hundredandfifty-nine shallnot passin paymentof anydebtor
demandafterthefirst dayof Octobernext exceptfor taxesin
order to sink anddestroythesaidbills.

PassedMarch 20, 1777. See the note to the Act of Assembly
passedMarch 5, 1725-26, Chapter289; and the Acts of Assembly
passedOctober 13, 1777, Chapter767; December10, 1777, Chapter
768; December5, 1778, Chapter823; March 20, 1779, Chapter330.

CHAPTERDCCLIII.

AN ACT FOR PUNISHING THE COUNTERFEITING THE CONTINENTAL

LOAN OFFICETICKETS AND LOTTERY TICKETS.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit was resolvedin Congressthe
third dayof October,onethousandsevenhundredandseventy-
six that five millions of continentaldollarsshouldbeborrowed
for the useof theUnitedStatesof America,andthat thelend-
ersare to receivefrom the commissionersappointedfor that
purposein eachof the said United Statesa certificatesigned
by the continentaltreasurerand countersignedby one of the
saidcommissionersof thesaidloanofficesasby thesaidresolve
may morefully appear:

And whereasit is necessarythat someeffectualmeasuresbe
takento preventthecounterfeitingthesaid certificatesgranted
by the saidcommissionersof the said loan offices and also to


