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andput in practicefor assessing,levyingandcollectingthetax
herebyimposedandfor dischargingtherespectivedutiesand
offices thereofasif the samearticles,clausesandthings were
insertedin this act,exceptin suchcasesasarehereinexcepted,
ascertained,providedfor oraltered.

(SectionX, P.L.) And whereastheoutstandingtaxeswill be
sufficient when collectedto sink and destroyall suchbills of
creditwhichwerestruckby actsof thesaidgeneralassemblies
andappliedto theuseof theKing of GreatBritain:

[SectionIX] Be it enacted,That all bills of credit bearing
dateanytime beforethefirst dayof July, one thousandseven
hundredandfifty-nine shallnot passin paymentof anydebtor
demandafterthefirst dayof Octobernext exceptfor taxesin
order to sink anddestroythesaidbills.

PassedMarch 20, 1777. See the note to the Act of Assemb]y
passedMarch 5, 1725-26, Chapter289; and the Acts of Assembly
passedOctober 13, 1777, Chapter767; December10, 1777, Chapter
768; December5, 1778, Chapter823; March 20, 1779, Chapter330.

CHAPTERDCCLIII.

AN ACT FOR PUNISHING THE COUNTERFEITING THE CONTINENTAL

LOAN OFFICETICKETS AND LOTTERY TICKETS.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit was resolvedin Congressthe
third dayof October,onethousandsevenhundredandseventy-
six that five millions of continentaldollarsshouldbeborrowed
for the useof theUnitedStatesof America,andthat thelend-
ersare to receivefrom the commissionersappointedfor that
purposein eachof the said United Statesa certificatesigned
by the continentaltreasurerand countersignedby one of the
saidcommissionersof thesaidloanofficesasby thesaidresolve
may morefully appear:

And whereasit is necessarythat someeffectualmeasuresbe
takento preventthecounterfeitingthesaid certificatesgranted
by the saidcommissionersof the said loan offices and also to
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preventthecounterfeitingtheticketsof the UnitedStateslot-
tery:

And whereasthepunishmentto be inflicted for counterfeit-
ing the bills of credit emitted by the continentalCongressis
not sufficiently providedfor in an act passedthis presentses-
sion, entitled “An act for emitting the sum of two hundred
thousandpoundsin bills of credit for the defenseof this state
andproviding a fundfor sinking the sameby a tax on all es-
tatesrealandpersonalandon all taxableswithin thesame

‘For remedywhereof:
[SectionI] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it enacted,andit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof theCommon-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authority of the same,That if any personor personsshallpre-
sumeto counterfeitanyof thesaid certificatesof theContinen-
tal loan offices, or any of the bills of credit emitted andmade
currentby theresolvesaforesaidof thehonorableContinental
Congressby printing or procuringthesameto be printedin the
likenessor similitude of anyof the saidgenuinecertificatesor
bills of creditaforesaid,or shallforgethenameor namesof any
of the signersof thesaidcertificatesor bills of credit, or shall
alter thedates,numbers,sumsor denominationsof anyof the
said genuinecertificatesor bills of credit aforesaidwith an in-
tentionto increasethevalue,ordefraud,whetherthesaidcoun-
terfeiting, forging or alteringbe donein this commonwealth
or elsewhere,or shallsell, givein paymentor otherwiseutteror
distributeany of the said counterfeit,forged or alteredcertifi-
catesor bills of credit knowing them to be such and being
thereof legally convictedby confession,standingmute or on
theverdictof twelvemen in anycourt of oyerandtermineror
quartersessionswithin this stateasthenatureof thecasemay
require,he,sheortheyshallsufferthesamepunishments,pains,
penalties,finesandforfeituresasaredirectedfor counterfeiting,
alteringor utteringthe bills of credit of this commonwealth
or emittedor hereafterto be issuedor emittedby virtue of an
act,entitled“An actfor emittingthesum of two hundredthou-
sandpoundsin bills of credit for thedefenseof this stateand

1PassedMarch 17, 1777, Chapter750.
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providing a fundfor sinking the sameby a tax on all estates
realandpersonalandon all taxableswithin thesame.”5

[SectionII] (SectionIII, P. L.) And beit furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That if any personor personsshall
counterfeitanyof theUnitedStateslotterytickets by printing
orprocuringthesameto beprintedin thelikenessof thegenuine
tickets or forge thenameor namesof anyof thesignersof the
said tickets, or shall alter the number, or shall sell, utter or
otherwisedistribute any of the said counterfeit,forged or al-
teredticketsknowing them to be suchand be thereoflegally
convictedbefore any court of quartersessionsin this com-
monwealth,he, sheor they shall be sentencedto the pillory
andbepublicly whippedwith anynumbernot exceedingthirty-
nine lasheswell laid on his, heror their barebacks,and the
offender shall pay to theparty aggrieveddoublethe valueof
the damagestherebysustained,togetherwith the costs and
chargesof the prosecution;and if the offendershall not have
enoughto satisfythe personaggrievedfor his or herdamages
togetherwith costshe,sheortheyshallbesold for anytermnot
exceedingsevenyears;andeverysuchcounterfeitticket shall
be deliveredto thejudgesor justicesof the court,to be made
useof uponthetrial ‘of thepersonso accusedor suspectedand
afterwardsto beburntanddestroyedin presenceof thecourt.

PassedMarch 20, 1777. Seethe notesto the Act of Assembly
passedSeptember28, 1773, Chapter686; andthe note to Ordinance
of theFirst ConstitutionalConventionpassedAugust 1, 1776, Chap-
ter 728.

CHAPTERDCOLIV.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE PRESIDENT AND COUNCIL TO APPOINT
JUDGESTO HOLD CITY COURTSAND FOR OTHERPURPOSESTHEREIN
MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasby the late revolutionwhich bath
takenplacein thegovernmentof this stateall powersandjuris-
dictions not founded on the authority of thepeopleonly have
becomenull andvoid:

2PassedMarch 17, 1777, Chapter750.


