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CHAPTER DCCLVIII.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT DIRECTING THE
MODE OF COLLECTING THE PINES IMPOSED ON PERSONSWHO DID
NOT MEET AND EXERCISE IN ORDER TO LEARN THE ART MILITARY
ACCORDING TO THE RESOLVES OF TIlE LATE ASSEMBLY OF PENN-
SYLVANIA.” 1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasfor the speedyexecutionof the
good purposesto which the said resolvesof the late and the
said act of the presentgeneralassemblyof this statewere
agreeduponandpassedseveralcertaindayswerein andby the
sameactto which this is a supplementexpresslyandperemp-
torily statedand fixed for the doing of severalmattersand
thingsnecessaryto bedonein orderto obtaintheendandeffect
of the said resolves:That is to say, thetwenty-eighthday of
Februarylastwasfixed for the day of meetingof thecommis-
sionersof the severalcountiesof this state and appointing
properpersonsto makereturnsin writing for everyward,town-
shipanddistrictwheresuchreturnshadnotbeenalreadymade
of thenamesandsurnamesof everymalewhite personwho at
thetime of passingthe saidresolveswere capableof bearing
armsandbetweentheagesof sixteenandfifty years(exceptof
suchpersonsasby thesaidact were excepted). Theeleventh
and twenty-seventhdays of March thennext following were
fixed for thedayson which thepersonsappointedby the com-
missionersshouldhavebrought in their lists and madetheir
returnsto the commissioners. Thetwentiethday of the same
monthof March was fixed for the day on or beforewhich the
captainsor commandingofficers of companiesin the militia
shouldreturnto theirrespectivecolonelslistsof theassociators,
andthe twenty-seventhday of thesamemonthfor theday on
orbeforewhichthesaidcolonelsshouldreturnduplicatesof the
saidcompanylists untothesaidcommissioners. Thetenthday
of April thennextfollowing wasfixed for thedayof meetingof

1PassedFebruary14, 1777, Chapter742.
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all orany fourof theassessorsof thecity of Philadelphiaandof
theseveralcountieswithin this staterespectively,togetherwith
one or moreof thecommissionersandto appointcollectorsof
the saidfines; andthetwelfthday of May thennextfollowing
wasfixed for thereturndayof thecollectorsandtheappealday
beforethe commissioners.

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasin severalof the countiesof
this statethecommissionershavenot enteredupon theexecu-
tion of the aforesaidact,and in othersa beginningthereofis
made,but themaking of theproperreturns,appointingcollec-
tors of thesaidfines andseveralothermattersby thesaidact
of generalassemblydirectedto be doneon a certainday and
within a limited time(which is sinceexi?ired)remainundoneto
this day,to thegreathurt of thepubliccauseandtheparticular
damageof manyof the good subjectsof this statefor whose
relief the saidfines andthe act of assemblyfor collectingthe
samewereintendedandmade:

For remedyingwhereof:
[Section I] Be it enacted,and it is herebyenactedby the

Representativesof theFreemenof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by theauthority of the
same,Thatthecommissionersof thecity of Philadelphiaandof
theseveralcountiesofthis stateor any two of themin thesaid
city and in eachcountyshall, within the spaceof thirty days
from thepublication of this act or as soon aspossibleafter-
wards,meetat the court-houseof the said city or county for
which theyarecommissioners,orat anyotherplacein the said
city or countywhere it shall seemmost convenientto them,
andmakediligent andstrict inquiryof andascertainwhatpro-
ceedingshavebeenhadin thesaidcity orcountiesrespectively
upontheaforesaidresolvesof thelate assemblyof Pennsylva-
nia,or in pursuanceof thesaidactof generalassemblyto which
this is a supplement,and whereverthey shall find that there-
turnsof personscapableof bearingarmsandwithin thedescrip-
tion of the saidacthavenot alreadybeenmadetheyshall im-
mediatelyproceedto appoint a properpersonfor eachward,
townshipor district to makesuchreturnsin mannerandform
as by the said act is directed,and shall fix a day or dayson
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which thepersonssoto be appointedshall maketheir returns
to themthesaidcommissionersnot exceedingtwentydaysfrom
the dateof the appointment. And that the captainsor com-
mandingofficers of companiesof themilitia who havenot made
out lists of the personsbelongingto their companiesand the
colonelswhohavenotmadeduplicatesthereofandreturnedthe
sameshallandtheyareherebyrequiredaccordingto thebestof
theirknowledgeand ability to makeandreturnsuchlists and
duplicatesasby the said act is directedwithin the spaceof
thirty daysfromthepublicationofthis act. Andthat thecom-
missioners,assessors,collectorsof fines and all otherpersons
whosoeverwho by theaforesaidactof assemblyto which this
is a supplementor within thetrue meaningandintent thereof
areenjoinedandrequiredto do anyact,matterorthing relative
to theend.andpurposeof assessing,levying andcollectingthe
fines imposedby thesaidresolvesof thelateassemblyshall do
andperformeachof them his duty asfar asit remainsyet un-
donewithin suchtime asthecountycommissionersor assessors
shallfrom time to time fix upon, andgive noticethereofin the
sameline andorderof thewholebusinessthroughthedifferent
stagesthereoffrom thefirst meetingof the commissionersto
thecollectingand payinginto thetreasurythesaidfines asby
thesaidactto which this is a supplementaremarkedout and
directedto be followed notwithstandingthat the severaldays
and timesin and by the aforesaidact of assemblyfixed. and
limited arepastand expired.

[SectionIII, P.L.) And in orderto provideagainstanyfuture
delaysandobstructionsin collectingthesaidfines:

[SectionII] Be it furtherenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,
Thatif it shallhappenthat in thecity of Philadelphiaor in any
of thecountiesof this statethecommissionersfor thetimebeing
or anytwo of themby reasonof sicknesso~of beingout of the
saidcity or countyin theserviceof thepublic or for anyother
reasonwhatsoevershallor will not attendto thedutieshereby
enjoinedthem,thesheriff of thesaidcity or countywheresuch
commissioneror commissionersshall be wanting shall under
the penaltyof one hundredpoundswithout any delaymake
out a summonsunder his hand. and. seal directedto some
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one or two of the freeholdersof his city or countywho have
heretoforebeenin the office of commissionersor in any other
office of public trust dependinguponthe choiceof thepeople
or their representatives,commanding him or them to do and
perform the severalacts,mattersand things which by this
act and the act to which it is a supplementaredirectedto
be done by the commissioneror commissionerswho cannot
or will not attend as the case shall require; and the per-
~onor personsso summonedby the sheriff underthe author-
ity of this act shallobey his summonsand proceedto do the
duties of a commissioneror commissionersfor the purpose
of executing the said resolvesand act of assemblyunder
the samepenaltiesas by the said act are imposed on com-
missionersactuallyin office who refuseto act;andif theperson
or personssosummonedby the sheriffasaforesaidshall refuse
orneglectto do thedutiesof commissioneror commissionersfor
•thepurposerequiredof him or them, the sheriff shall in like
mannersummon anotheror othersasoften as the caseshall
requireuntil two personsshallbewilling andactivein doingthe
duties requiredof commissionersby this act and the act to
which it is a supplement. And that thecommissioners,asses-
sors,collectorsandotherpersonswho haverefusedorneglected
to expeditethebusinessandperformthedutiesenjoinedthem
by the afore~ajdact within thetime therebylimited shall, if
theyagainrefuseor neglectto do andexpeditewithin thetime
limited by this actthesamebusinessandduty, theyshall [sic]
forfeit and pay doublethe fines andpenaltiesimposedby the
actof assemblyto whichthis is a supplement.

[Section III] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the former county commis-
sionersandassessorswho arenowout of officeandhavenotyet
deliveredto the presentcommissionersand assessorsall the
books,minutes,accountsandtreasurer’sbondsbelongingto the
commissionersand assessorsshall within the spaceof three
daysafterdemandmadedeliver thesameto thecommissioners
andassessorsfor thetime beingunderthepenaltyof five hun-
dredpounds.

[Section IV] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted.,
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That the commissionersand assessorsof the severalcounties
shallbeallowedtwelve shillingsfor eachday for their service
aforesaid,andthat thepersonsto be appointedfor makingand
returningthelists of all thepersonscapableof bearingarmsin
eachtownshipor district, andthe collectorsof thefines if they
areemployedin anothertownshipthanthatin whichtheydwell,
shall have suchreasonableallowancefor their extraordinary
troubleasthecountycommissionersor the personswho shall
actinsteadof the commissionersshallthink proper,andascer-
tain overandbesidesthewageslimited by theactto whichthis
is a supplement.

PassedJune18, 1777. Seethenoteto theAct of Assemblypassed

February14, 1777, Chapter742.

CHAPTERDCCLIX.

AN ACT TO RE-ESTABLiSHTHE ANCIENT CORPORATIONOF THE BUR-
GESSESAND INHABITANTS OF THE BOROUGH OF LANCASTER IN
THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe said corporation,deriving its
existenceand freedoms from the authority of the crown of
3~reatBritain, becameuponthedeclarationoftheindependence
of this statefrom thatcrownimmediatelydissolved:

(SectionII, P.L.) Andwhereasit hasbeenmadeto appearto
thelegislatureof this statethatit would bemostconduciveto
thegood governmentof the saidboroughif its ancientframe
might underthe authority of thepeoplebe restoredto them,
andtheir officers who of coursehave discontinued.themselves
might be reinstatedby thelaw of the land andhaveperpetual
succession,so that theinhabitantsof thesaidboroughcouldgo
on with their local governmentin the sameway astheyused
to do underthecharterofthelateKing orthegovernorof Penn-
sylvania:

[SectionI] Be it thereforeenacted,andit is herebyenacted
by theRepresentaitvesof theFreemenof theCommonwealthof


