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CHAPTERDCCLXIV.

A SUPPLEM~]NPTO AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT TO ENABLE A
SMALLER NUMBER OF THE~MEMBERS 033’ ASSEMBLY THAN A
QUORUM TO COLLECT THE ABSENT MEMBERS, AND ISSUE WRITS
FOR FILLING VACANCIES OCCASIONEDBY NEGLECT OR REFUSAL.” 1

Whereasby anactof generalassemblyof this commonwealth,
entitled “An act to enablea smallernumberof membersof as-
semblythana quorumto collecttheabsentmembers,andissue
writs for filling vacanciesoccasionedby neglectorrefusal,”1it
is providedthatthespeakerandasmallernumberof members
thana quorumareauthorizedandempoweredto sendfor and
collecttheabsentmembers,andalsoto issuewrits for theelect-
ing of membersto supplythevacanciesof suchmemberswho
do neglector refuseto attend. But asthere is no provision
madeby the said recitedact to enablea smaller numberof
membersthanaquorumwhenmetto issuewrits for theholding
of electionsin thecity of Philadelphiaor suchcountiesasshall
haveneglectedorrefusedto electthesame:

And whereasthepresentinvasionandvariousmovementsof
the enemymayrenderit impracticablefor somepartsof this
stateto electrepresentativesand otherelectiveofficers at the
timesand placesappointedby law, by which meansa quorum
agreeableto theconstitutionmayhappennotto beelected,and
consequentlythe public businessdelayed,to the greatinjury
of this commonwealth:

For remedywhereof:
[SectionI] Be it enacted,and it is herebyenactedby the

Representativesof the Freemenof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,and by theauthorityofthe
same,[That] it shallandmaybe lawful for suchof themembers
of assembly,thoughless in numberthana quorum,who shall
meeton the day fixed by theconstitutionof this stateor ama-
jority of themto issuea writ ~orwrits] to the sheriff, coroner

1 PassedJanuary21, 1777. Chapter736.
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or any other personwhom they shall appoint in the said city
or countiesrespectivelywhich shall so haveneglectedor re-
fused,commandingthesaidsheriff, coroneror otherpersonto
whomthesaidwrit orwrits shallbedirectedto hold anelection
at certaintimes andplacesin thesaidwrit or writs mentioned
which saidplacesshall be somewherewithin the samecounty
for which suchelectionor electionsshall be so held. And if it
shallhappenthat anewelectionshallbeorderedto beheldfor
the city of Philadelphiaandthe samecity shallbe in the pos-
sessionof theenemy,thenthesaidelectionshallbe appointed
at someplacewithin thecountyof Philadelphia,andthesaid
representativesand otherelective officers chosenat the said
timesandplacesshallbedeemedandtakenasthetrueandla.w-
ful representativesand other elective officers of the city or
counties for which they shall be so respectivelychosenor
elected.

PassedOctober11, 1777. See thenote to the Act of Assembly
passedJanuary21, 1777, Chapter736.

CHAPTERDCCLXV.

A SUPPLEMENTTO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT OBLIGING THE MALE
WHITE INHABITANTS OF THIS STATE TO GIVE ASSURANCES OF
ALLEGIANCE TO THE SAME AND FOR OTHER PURPOSESTHEREIN
MENTIONED.” 1

Whereasby an actentitled“An actobliging themalewhite
inhabitantsof this stateto giveassurancesof allegianceto the
sameandfor otherpurposesthereinmentioned,”1 it is enacted
thatall themalewhiteinhabitantsof this stateabovetheageof
eighteenyearsshouldtakeandsubscribetheoathof affirmation
thereindirected:

Andwhereasit is neverthelessfounduponexperiencethatthe
saidactdoesnot fully answerall the goodpurposesbythesame
actintended:

1PassedJune13, 1777,Chapter756.


