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CHAPTER DCCLXVII.

A SUPPLEMENTTO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR EMITTING THE
SUM OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS IN BILLS OF CREDIT
FOR THE DEFENSE OF THIS STATE, AND PROVIDING A FUND FOR
SINKING THE SAME BY A TAX ON ALL ESTATES,REAL AND PER-
SONAL AND ON ALL TAXABLES WITHIN THE SAME.” 1

Whereasby anactof generalassemblyofthis commonwealth,
entitled“An actfor emitting thesum of two hundredthousand
poundsin bills of credit for the defenseof this state,andpro-
viding afundfor sinkingthesameby a tax on all estatesreal
andpersonalandonall taxableswithin the same,”it is enacted
that thereshall be leviedon all estatesrealandpersonalwith-
in this commonwealth,of all and everypersonandpersonsthe
sumof one shilling andsix pencefor everypoundclearyearly
valueof thesaid estates,asthe saidyearly valueof the rents
arisethout of the premises,or otherwisebe estimatedby the
assessorsaccordingto theirbestdiscretionandjudgment,hav-
ing respectto thequantity and valueof theunimprovedparts
of thesame,asalsouponall located,unimprovedlandor tracts
of land to be assessedand ratedin the mannertherein men-
tioned, to be paid by the ownersor possessorsin the manner
therein directed. And that every singlefreemanwhetherre-
sidingwith hisparentsor elsewhere,who at thetime of assess-
mentshouldbeof theageof twenty-oneyearsor outof his ap-
prenticeshipor servitudefor the spaceof six months,should
paythesum of ten shillings exceptsuchasshouldbeactually
enlistedin theserviceof this or theUnitedStatesof Americaas
soldiersduring thetime for which anypart of thetax shouldbe
levied:

And whereasfrom thelargesumsin bills of creditnow circu-
hi~tingin this state,aswell astheenormouspriceof everyneces-
sary of life occasionedin part thereby,it becomesabsolutely
necessaryto enlargetherateof oneshilling andsix pencein the

1PassedMarch 20, 1777, Chapter752.
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pound aswell asthe wagesof theseveralofficers employedin
levying thesame:

[SectionI.] Beit thereforeenacted,andit is herebyenacted
by the Representativesof the Freemenof the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthority
of the same,That insteadof the sum of one shilling and six
pencein thepoundto beassessedand leviedby the aforemen-
tionedactthereshall beassessedandlevied thesumof five shil-
lings in thepoundclearyearlyvalue,andthat everysinglefree-
man,whetherresidingwith hisparentsorelsewhere,who atthe
time of the assessmentshall beof theageof twenty-oneyears
or hathbeenout of his apprenticeshiporservitudeforthespace
of six months,insteadof thesum of ten shillings shallpay the
sumof thirty shillings,exceptsuchasshallbe actuallyenlisted
in theserviceof this ortheUnitedStatesof Americaassoldiers
duringthetimefor which anypartof thetaxshallbe levied in
thesamein~annerasthemoneygiven andgrantedto theuseof
theKing of GreatBritain in andby theactof generalassembly
of theprovinceof Pennsylvania,passedthethirtiethdayof May
in theyearof ourLord Onethousandsevenhundredand sixty-
four entitled “An act for grantingto His Majestythe sum of
fifty-five thousandpoundsandfor striking thesamein bills of
credit in the mannerhereinafterdirected,and for providing
afundfor sinkingthesaidbills of credit by atax on all estates
real and personaland taxableswithin this province,” is di-
rected,and every article, clauseand thing therein contained
concerningthe assessing,levying, collecting and sinking the
taxestherein mentionedand the duties and penaltiesof the
severalofficers enjoinedthemby thesaid act exceptonly such
articles,clausesandthingsasaredeclaredto be repealedby a
certainotheractof assemblyentitled a supplementto thesaid
act,passedthe twentiethdayof Septemberin theyearof our
Lord one thousandsevenhundredand sixty-six,2 and also ex-
ceptingsuchotherarticles,clausesandthingsasarerepealed,
alteredor amendedby anotheractof generalassemblyentitled
“An actto amendtheactfor grantingto HisMajestythesumof

1PassedMay 30, 1764, Chapter513.
2PassedSeptember2~,1766, Chapter547.
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fifty-five thousandpoundsandfor striking thesamein bills of
credit in the mannerhereinafterdirectedandfor providing a
fund for sinking thesaidbills of creditby a tax on all estates
real and personaland taxableswithin this province,” which
said.supplementandamendmentis herebydeclaredto bein full
force for sinking of thesaidtwo hundredthousandpoundsand
alsothe bills of credit emittedby virtue of theresolvesof the
lateassembliesof Pennsylvania,exceptingsuchpartsthereofas
arehereinalteredor amended.

[SectionII] And beit furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said,Thatthecommissionersandassessorsof the city of Phila-
delphiaandof the respectivecountiesof this stateinsteadof
theoathsor affirmationsheretoforedirectedto be takenshall
takeandsubscribethefollowing oathsandaffirmations,viz.:

Theoathor affirmationof theassessors:
“You shall well, faithfully and diligently inquireof the per-

sonswho shallmakereturnsof propertyupontheirseveraland
respectiveoathsand affirmationsof andconcerningthe quan-
tities, amountandvalueof everykind of realandpersonalpro-
pertyandof andconcerningthenumberof singlefreemenwith-
in their respectivelimits by putting suchquestionsto them
respectivelyasyou shallthink mostproperto obtaina justand
perfectdiscoverythereof,and that you will upon the returns
madeto you by thesaidpersonsandupontheinquiriesanddis-
coveriessomadeby yourselfandyourbrethren,theothercounty
assessors,aswell aswhat you shallknow of yourownknowl-
edge,justly and equally assessand.lay the ratesand sumso~
moneyby this actdirectedto be raisedon all and everyof the
severalkinds of real andpersonalpropertyand singlemenin
thesameform andmannerasareby this act andtheothersin
this actreferredto directedaccordingto thebestof yourskill
andjudgment,and in laying thesaidratesyou shall spareno
personfor favor or affection nor grieve any for hatredor ill-
~vvill.”

Theoathor affirmation of theco~nmissioners:
“You shallwell andtruly causetheratesandsumsof money

by virtueof this actand theactto which this is a supplement
imposedto beduly andequallyassessedandlaid accordingto~
therulesanddirectionsof this actandtheclausesin theseveral
actsin thisactrevisedandput in forceaccordingto thebest•of

1PassedJanuary22, 1774,Chapter692.
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yourskill andknowledgeso far asrelatesto theduty andoffice
of acommissionerandhereinyoushallspareno personfor favor
or affectionor grieveany for hatredor ill-will.”

[SectionIII] Andbe it furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said,Thatif thefreemenof anytownship,borough,ward ordis-
trict within this stateshallhaveneglectedto chooseassessorsat
thetime by law directedthen it shall and may be lawful for
the commissionersof the city and the countiesrespectivelyor
anytwo ofthemto appointasuitablepersonfor everytownship,
borough,ward or district sohavingneglectedor refusedwhich
personso appointedshall have the samepowerand shall be
subjectto thesamefinesandpenaltiesasif hehadbeenelected
by thefreemenof thetownship,borough,ward or district re-
spectively.

[SectionIV] And.be it furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said,That the commissionersfor the city of Philadelphiaand
thecommissionersfor therespectivecountiesin this stateshall
eachof themhavethesumof fifteen shillingsper diemfor their
service,andthat the countyandtownshipassessorsshallhave
fifteen shillings perdiem for their service,andthat the collec-
tors shallhavesix pencein thepoundfor collecting.

And whereasfrom the movementsof the enemyit became
necessaryto movethepressengagedto print thebills of credit
emitted by the act to which this is a supplementbefore all
thesaidbills were printedandmany of the signersandnum-
berersappointedin the saidact arenow driven from their sev-
eralhabitations:

[SectionV.] Be it thereforeenactedby theauthority afore-
said, That JosephParkerand Michael Shubart,Esquires,be
andtheyareherebyappointedandauthorizedto sign andnum-
bertheaforesaidbills of creditoranyof themin thesameman-
nerandunderthesameoathsor affirmations~sthe signersare
directedin the aforesaidact,andthe bills ~y them signedas.
aforesaidshall beasgood andvalid in law [to] all intentsand
purposesasif theirnameshadbeenexpresslymentionedin the
saidact.

[SectionVI] Andbeit furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said,That so muchof theactto which this is a supplementas
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relatesto therateandthe feesof theseveralofficers to beem-
ployedin theassessing,levying andcollectingthesameand is
herebyalteredand suppliedis repealedto’all intents andpur-
poses,anything hereincontainedto the contraryin any wise
notwithstanding.

[SectionVII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatthisactshallcontinuein forceuntil thefirst day
of Octobernextandnolonger.

PassedOctober13, 1777. Seethe notesto theActs of Assembly
passedMarch 5, 1725-26,Chapter289; March 20, 1777, Chapter752;
December5, 1778, Chapter823.

CHAPTER DCCLX VIII.

A FURTHER SUPPLEMENT TO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR
EMITTING THE SUM OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS IN BILLS
OF CREDIT FOR THE DEFENSEOF THIS STATE, AND PROVIDING A
FUND FOR SINKING THE SAME BY A TAX ON ALL ESTATES REAL
AND PERSONALAND ONALL TAXABLES WITHIN THE SAME, 1”

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasby an act of generalassemblyof
this commonwealth,entitled “An act for emitting the sum of
two hundredthousandpoundsin bills of credit for thedefense
of thisstate,andprovidinga fundfor sinkingthesameby atax
on all estatesrealand personalandon all taxableswithin the
same,”it is enactedthatbills of credit to thesaidvalueof two
hundredthousandpoundsshallbepreparedandprintedwithin
threemonthsnextafterthepublicationof thesaidactunderthe
careand directionof John Bayard,Robert Knox, JosephPar-
ker and Michael Shubart,Esquires,in themannerby the said
actdirected:

Andwhereasby thehostil~invasionof thestatethebusiness
aforesaidhasbeensohinderedthat thesamecould notbe com-
pleted in the time aforementioined,and the aforesaidJoseph
Parkeris deceased,andthesaidJohnBayardandRobertKnox
cannotconstantlyattendthebusinessaforesaid:

PassedMarch 20, 1777, Chapter752.


