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otherpersonsfor holding suchcourts,andthesaid sheriffsare
herebydirectedto notify ‘the samein their severalproclama-
tionsaccordinglythroughouttheirrespectivecounties.

[SectionIII] (SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalways,and be it
enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,ThataftertheBritisharmy
shallbesubdued,driven out of or shallevacuatethis state,the
supremecourtand thecourtsof oyerandterminerand general
gaol delivery for the countiesof Chesterand Bucks. shall be
holdenattheplacesheretoforeusedandfixed by law.

PassedJanuaxy2, 1778.
As to SectionI, seethenote to theAct of AssemblypassedMay

22, 1722, Chapter255; andtheActof AssemblypassedApril 14, 1834,
P. L. 333.

As to SectionsII andIII, seetheActs of AssemblypassedApril 1,
1778, Chapter798; August 19, 1778, Chapter 801.

CHAPTERDCCLXXVII.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE IMPRISONMENT OF SOLDIERS FOR SMALL
DEBTS, AND ALSO TO PREVENT THE ENLISTMENT OF SOLDIERS
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
SY ANY OFFICERS OF THE OTHER STATES UNTIL THE QUOTA OF
THIS STATE BE COMPLETED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit would be highly injuriousto the
commoncauseof this andtheotherUnited Statesof America
in ourpresentnecessarydefenseto permittheimprisonmentof
soldiersfor small debts: -

[SectionI] (SectionII, P. L.) Beit enacted,andit is hereby
enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the
authorityof thesame,That no soldierduly enlistedin the ser-
viceof this or anyotherof theUnited Statesof Americashall
bearrestedorimprisonedby virtueof anywrit orotherprocess
for debtor anybreachof civil contractissuingout of any court
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of law or other legal jurisdiction within this commonwealth
unlesstherebe indorsedon the said writ or otherprocessan
affidavit on oathoraffirmationthatthedefendantthereinnamed
is justly indebtedto theplaintiff thereinmentionedin a sumof
moneyexceedingfifty dollars;andin caseit shallhappenthat
anysoldiersobonafide enlistedandin actualserviceshallbeso
arrested,thejusticesof thesupremecourtofthiscommonwealth
andthejusticesof thepeaceof theseveralcountiesthereofand
eachandeveryof them is herebyenjoined,empoweredandre-
quired,uponapplicationof thesaidsoldierorhis officeror offi-
cers, to dischargethe said soldier from the said arrestor im-
prisonment:And all sheriffsand otherofficers areherebyen-
joined andrequiredthatthey do not arrestanypersonwhom
theymayor shallknowto be regularlyenlistedsoldiersunless
suchaffidavit beendorsedonthesaidproce~s,underthepeiialty
of twentypoundsto berecoveredby thesaidsoldierorthecom-
mandingofficerof thecompanyto which hebelongsby actionof
debtin anycourtof recordwithin this state.

(SectionIII, P. L.) Andwhereasagreatnumberof able-bodied
soldiers have entered into regiments belonging to different
states,which hasverymuchdelayedthequotaof troopsassign-
ed this stateby Congressfor the continentalarmy bei]ig com-
pleted:

Therefore:
• [SectionII.] (SectionIV, P.L.) Beit enactedby theauthority
aforesaid,Thatno recruitingofficer or otherpersonnotbelong-
ing to someone of the regimentsof this stateshallupon any
pretencewhatsoeverenlist any personwithin this stateuntil
the quotaof troops for the continentalarmy are [sici com-
pleted,unlessthesaidofficer hastheparticularinstructionsof
Congressorhis excellencythecommanderin chief for thatpur-
pose,upon the penalty of fifty pounds. And everyjustice of
thepeacebeforewhom complaintshall bemadeshall issuehis
warrant to apprehendsuch offènderor offenders,and upon
sufficientproof thereofbeingmadeshall deliveror causeto be
deliveredthesoldiersoenlistedto anofficer belongingto oneof
theregimentsof this stateor to suchotherpersonasmaybe
hereafterappointedby the executivecouncil to recruit for this
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state,andshall commit theofficer so offendingto the common
gaol of thecounty,thereto remainuntil hepaysthe aforesaid -

fine, which fine thejusticeis requiredto pay into thehandsof
thetreasurerfor thestatetaxes.

PassedJanuary2, 1778. SeetheAct of AssemblypassedMarch
8, 1780, Chapter888.

CHAPTERDCCLXXVIII.

AN ACT FOR SUSPENDINGTHE POWERSOF THE TRUSTEESOF THE

COLLEGEAND ACADEMY OF PHILADELPHIA FORA LIMITED TIME.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereassomeof the trusteesof thecollege
and academyof Philadelphiaare now with the British army
underGeneralHowe andin openhostility againstthe United
Statesof America,andsomeothersofthemhavevoluntarilyput
themselvesin the power and underthe dominion of the said
GeneralHoweandtheenemiesof thesaidstatesby remaining
in thecity of Philadelphiaatthetimetheyenteredthesameand
still continuethere,whilst someothersof thesaidtrustees,to-
getherwith the vice-provostand professorsand otherofficers
of thesaidcollegeandacademy,preferringthegovernmentand
protectionof this commonwealth,andin orderthattheymight
contributeasfar asin their powerto the defenseof theirjust
rights and libertiesand the maintenanceof the freedomand
independenceof thesestates,removedthemselvesout of the
saidcity andstill so continue:

Andwhereasit wouldbeimpolitic andunjustto sufferanyact
of the said trusteesin sucha situationto haveany force or
effect:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted,andit
is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and
by theauthorityof thesame,Thatno resolve,vote,ordinanceor


