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CHAPTERDCCCIII.

AN ACT FOR MAKING VALID THE TITLE OF’ LANDS HELD UNDER PER-
SONS BORN OUT OF THE ALLEGIANCE OF THE CROWN OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND WHO HAVE DIED NOT HAVING BEEN NATURALIZED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthemanyadvantagesto be derived
from thesettlingof a new andfertile countryundera govern-
‘ment more freethansomeof thoseof theEuropeanstates,in-
cluced many personsnot born in allegianceto the crown of
•GreatBritain, to settlein Pennsylvaniawhile it remainedsub-
ject to that crown,andconfiding in thejusticeandequity of the
then governmentand assurancesgiven by the late William
Penn,Esquire,lay [sic] [laid] out theirmoneyin landsandim-
~rovedthesamewith greatindustry,andhavetherebyacquired
~ajust andequitabletitle thereto,and manyof them diednot
havingbeennaturalized,wherebytheir titles in the law were
‘defectiveandtheattemptsofthelegislatureunderthesaidgov-
‘ernmentto remedythe inconveniencesand hardshipsarising
~therebyto the heirs, deviseesandassignsof suchpersonshave
ihrough the rigid policy of Great Britain beenrenderedinef-
fectualandabortive:

Forremedywhereof:
{SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L,) Be it enacted,andit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
waithof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby theau-
~±horityof thesame,Thattheheirs, deviseesand assignsof per-
~onsborn out of the allegianceof theOro’wn of greatBritain,
andwho haveremovedto this or anyof theadjoiningstatesfor
the purposeof settling, and who have died not havingbeen
‘naturalizedshallhold their estatesrespectivelyasif suchper-
sonsso havingdied andnot havingbeennaturalizedhadbeen
‘born in allegianceto the said Crown of GreatBritain, or had
7beennaturalizedby law in dueform madeandenactedfor that
vurpose,any law, usageor customto the contrarythereofin
~ny wisenotwithstanding.
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PassedAugust 31, 1778. Seethe Acts of Assembly passedFeb-.

ruary 11, 1789, Chapter 1387; February 23, 1791, Chapter 1528;
March 8, 1792, Chapter1607; February12, 1795, Chapter1795; April
11, 1799, Chapter2088; February10, 1807, P. L. 23; March20, 1811,
P. L. 86; January17, 1812, P. L. 14; December22, 1812, P. L. (1813)
8; March28, 1814,P. L. 311; February 4, 1813, P. L. 57; February25,
1813, P. L. 86; March 29, 1813, P. L. 203; February21, 1815, P. L. 43;
March 15, 1816, P. L. 100; March 24, 1817, P. L. 225; March 24, 1818,
P. L. 297; March18, 1823, P. L. 91; March 21, 1823, P. L. 182; March
30, 1824, P. L. 237; March 31, 1837, P. L. 121; April 16, 1844, P. L. 274;
April 3, 1851, P. L. 307; April 6, 1859, P. L. 383; January9, 1861, P. L.
2; May 1, 1861, P. L. 433; March23, 1865, P. L. 631; April 26, 1869, P.
L. 96; May 8, 1876, P. L. 127; May 22, 1878, P. L. 85; April 8, 1881, P.
L. 9; June2, 1887, P. L. 298; June6, 1887, P. L. 350; May 29, 1889,
P. L. 395; June9, 1891, P, L. 249; May 10, 1893, P. L. 36; June24,
1895,P. L. 264; June15, 1897, P. L. 165.

CHAPTERDCCCIV.

AN ACT TO DECLARE VALID THE ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF DEEDS
AND THE PROOFS OF WITNESSES TO THE EXECUTION THEREOF
MADE AND TAKEN BY AND BEFOREANY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE
FORMER COUNCIL OF SAFETY OR THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
APPOINTED BY THE CONVENTION OF THIS SPATE OR MEMBERS OF
THE SUPREMEEXECUTIVE COUNCIL; AND TO DECLARE VALID THE
PROBATE AND REGISTERINGOF WILLS AND GRANTING LETTERS OF
ADMINISTRATION OF THE LATE REGISTER-GENERAL OF THE PRO-
VINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA, AND HIS DEPUTIES IN THE SEVERAL
COUNTIES THEREOF, DURING A CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasby thelawsmadeundertheformer
governmentof the provinceof Pennsylvania,andsincecontin-
ued and extendedto [the governmentof] this commonwealth
by an actof its legislature,entitled“An actto reviveandput in
forcesuchandso muchof thelatelawsoftheprovinceof Penn-
sylvania,asis judgednecessaryto be in force in this common-
wealth,andto reviveandestablishthecourtsof justice,and for
otherpurposesthereinmentioned,”1enactedthetwenty-eighth
dayof Januaryin theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhun-
dredandseventy-seven,it wasprovided“that all deedsandcon-

1PassedJanuary28, 1777, Chapter737.


