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OHAPTERD000IV.

AN ACT TO DECLARE VALID THE ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF DEEDS
AND THE PROOFS OF WITNESSES TO THE EXECUTION THEREOF
MADE AND TAKEN BY AND BEFOREANY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE
FORMER COUNCIL OF SAFETY OR THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
APPOINTED BY THE CONVENTION OF THIS STATE OR MEMBERS OF
THE SUPREMEEXECUTIVE COUNCIL; AND TO DECLARE VALID THE
PROBATE AND REGISTERINGOF WILLS AND GRANTING LETTERS OF
ADMINISTRATION OF THE LATE REGISTER-GENERAL OF THE PRO-
VINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA, AND HIS DEPUTIES IN THE SEVERAL
COUNTIES THEREOF, DURING A CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasby thelawsmadeundertheformer
governmentof the provinceof Pennsylvania,andsincecontin-
ued and extendedto [the governmentof] this commonwealth
by an actof its legislature,entitled“An actto reviveandput in
forcesuchandso muchof thelatelawsoftheprovinceof Penn-
sylvania,asis judgednecessaryto be in force in this common-
wealth,andto reviveandestablishthecourtsof justice,and for
otherpurposesthereinmentioned,”1enactedthetwenty-eighth
dayof Januaryin theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhun-
dredandseventy-seven,it wasprovided“that all deedsandcon-

1PassedJanuary28, 1777, Chapter737.
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veyancesto bemadein thesaidprovincefortransferringlands,
tenementsand hereditamentswithin the sameshould be ac-
knowledgedby oneof thegrantors,orprovedby oneor moreof
thesubscribingwitnessesto suchdeed,”and“that theprivate
examinationsof femescovertbeingpartiesto suchdeedsshould
be takenby and beforeone of thejudgesof thesupremecourt
of thesaidprovince,orbeforeoneof thejusticesof thecourt of
commonpleasof the countywherethelandsconveyedlie:”

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasupon the declarationof inde~
pendenceon thefourth dayof July in the yearof ourLord one
thousandsevenhundredandseventy-six,the supremecourt o~
Pennsylvaniaand the courtsof commonpleasof the several
countieswithin this statebecamedissolvedandall judges,jus-
ticesandofficersthereofasderivingjointly with thesaidcourts
their authorityfrom the King of GreatBritain stoodseverally
disqualifiedfrom doinganyactin theirformeroffice:

(SectionIII, P.L.) And whereastheconventionfor the state
of Pennsylvaniaby an ordinancepassedthethird day of Sep-
temberin theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhundredand
seventy-six,1did nominateandappointall thethenmembersof
anewly establishedcouncilof safety,to-wit, DavidRittenhouse,
JonathanB. Smith, OwenBiddle,JamesOannon,TimothyMat-
lack, SamuelMorris, theelder,SamuelHowell,FrederickKubi,
SamuelMorris, the younger, ThomasWharton, the younger,
Henry Keppele,the younger, JosephBlewer, SamuelMuffin,
GeorgeGray,JohnBull, HenryWynkoop,BenjaminBartholo-
mew, John Hubley, Michael Swoope,William Lyon, Daniel
Hunter, PeterRhoads,David Espy, John Weitzel and John
Moore, Esquires,justicesof thepeacefor this stateat largeand
a numberof otherpersonsto be justicesof the peacefor the
severalcountiesin this state,to-wit, BenjaminFranklin, John
Dickinson, GeorgeBryan, JamesYoung, JamesBiddle, John
Morris, the younger,JosephParker,John Bayard,SharpDe-
lany, John Cadwallader,JosephOoppertbwaite,Christopher
Marshall, the elder, FrancisGurney,Robert Knox, Matthew
Clarkson,William Coates,William Ball, Philip Boehm,Francis
CasperHasenclever,ThomasOuthbert,the elder, Moses Bar-

1 PassedSeptember3, 1776, Chapter731.
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tram,JacobSchreiner,JosephMoulder,JonathanPaschall,Ben-
jamin Paschall,BenjaminHarbeson,JacobBright, HenryHill,
SamuelAshmead,FrederickAntis, SamuelErwin, Alexander
Edwards,Seth Quee, SamuelPotts, Rowland Evans,Charles
BenselandPeterEvans,Esquires,to bejusticesof thepeacefor
thecity andcountyof Philadelphia;JosephHart, RichardWal-
ker, JosephKirkbride,JohnWilkinson, JohnKidd, RobertPat-
terson,JohnClark, JamesBenezet,SamuelSmith, JamesMc-
Mullan, TheophilusFoulke,JoshuaAnderson,GeorgeWickart
andThomasLong, for thecountyof Bucks; AlexanderJohns-
ton, William Clingan, Evan Evans,RichardBaker, JohnSel-
lers, Nicholas:Fairlamb, John Jones,John Wilson, William
Haslet,IsraelWhalin, William Denny,SamuelBond andRob-
ert Mendenball,Esquires,for the countyof Chester;Emanuel
Carpenter,EdwardShippen,William Henry, Michael Hubley,
William Bausman,Ludwig Lauman,JamesBird, JamesWork,
Timothy Green,JohnThome,Moses Irwin, JohnFerrie, Zach-
ensDavis, David Jenkins, John Whitehill, JamesClemson,
William Brown, JamesMurray,RobertThompson,RobertBar-
ber,ThomasWhitesides,Michael Bright andChristopherWeg-
man,Esquires,for thecountyof Lancaster;RobertMcPherson,
Martin Eichelberger,SamuelEdie,David McConaugby,Richard
McCalister,Henry Slagle,Mathew Dill, William Rankin,Wil-
liam Lees,William Bailey, William Scott,William Smith,Wil-
liam McOaskey,JosiasScott,ThomasLatta, William McOlean
andJohnMickle, theyounger,Esquires,for thecountyof York;
JohnArmstrong,JohnByers, JohnReynolds,JonathanIloge,
RobertMiller, GeorgeRobinson,John Holmes, JamesOlivar,
JohnAgnew,JohnAlison, JamesMaxwell, SamuelLyon, Wil-
hamBrown,JamesDunlap,JohnMc~lay,William Elliott, Mat-
thew HendersonandFrederickWatt, Esquires,for thecounty
of Cumberland;JamesRead, Peter Spyker, JacobMorgan,
GeorgeDouglass,Mark Bird, HenryChrist, BaizarGear,John
Patton,ThomasDundas,ChristopherWitman,RichardTeaand
BastianLevan,Esquires,for thecountyof Berks; RobertTrail,
JacobMoory,ChristopherWagener,HenryKooken,JohnWelt-
zel, PeterTraxier,senior, NicholasDupui, EvanMorgan, Rob-
ert Forgemanand Henry Barnet,Esquires)for the county of
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Northampton; Bernard Dougherty,William Proctor,George
Wood,AbrahamCable,ThomasSmith, ThomasCoulter,Henry
Lloyd, JohnPiper, SamuelDavidson,William Latta,JohnWil-
kins, William Todd, BenjaminElliott, William Parker,Evan
Shelby, David Jones,Henry Rhoads,William Johnston,Wil-
11amMcLeavy, GideonRitchey, JohnMellot, EdwardCoomb,
HughDavis,MatthewPatton,RobertRamsey,BenjaminBird,
JohnShaver,SamuelThompson,William Phillips,William Hol-
liday, theyounger,CharlesCessna,JohnMitchell and Richard
Brown, Esquires,for the countyof Bedford;SamuelHunter,
JamesPotter,William McClay, RobertMoodie, JohnLowden,
BenjaminWeiser,JohnFleming, HenryAntis andJohnSimp-
son, Esquires,for the county of Northumberland;and Robert
Efanna, William Lockray, Alexander McOlean, Providence
Mounts,Andrew McFarlin, JamesPollock, JamesCaval,Sam-
uel Sloane,ThomasScott, Michael Hoofnagle,JamesWilson,
David Allen, BenjaminDavis,Philip Rogers,JosephCaidwell,
JamesWilkins, William Elliot, GeorgeLatimoreand Samuel
Burns,Esquires,to be justices of the peacefrom the countyof
Westmoreland;therebyordainingand declaringthat the said
justicesandeveryof themshouldhavefull powerandauthority
to takeacknowledgmentsof deeds:

(SectionIV, P.L.) And whereasin andby thenineteenthsec-
tionof theframeof governmentit is declared,that everymciii-
her of the supremeexecutivecouncil shall be a justice of the
peacefor thewhole commonwealthby virtue of his office, and
severalof thesaidmembersof thecouncil of safetyandjustices
of thepeaceof therespectivecounties,in consequenceof their
appointmentby theconventionandthemembersofthesupreme
executivecouncil by virtueof the saiddeclarationcontainedin
the frame of government,have taken acknowledgmentsof
deeds,the affidavits on oathor affirmation of the subscribing
witnessesto deedsandtheprivateexaminationsof femescovert
with respectto their free andunrestrainedwill and accordat
thetimeof~executingsuchdeeds,andhaveaccordinglycertified
such acknowledgments,affidavits and private examinations
undertheir handsand seals:

(SectionV, P. L.) Andwhereasthesupremecourtof thiscom-
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monwealth,andthecourtsof commonpleasin theseveralcoun-
tiesthereof,havingsinceby law beenrevivedandre-establish-
ed, andthejudgesandjusticesthereofcommissionatedby the
presidentor vice-presidentin council, the form of acknowledg-
ing andproving the executionof deedsis againreturnedinto
its former channel:

(SectionVI, P. L.) Butfor asmuchasthelegality andvalidity
of suchacknowledgmentsof thepartiesandproof of thewit-
nessesto deeds, and of suchprivate examinationsof femes
covertashavebeenhadandtakenby andbeforeanymemberof
thecouncil of safetyor anyof thejusticesappointedby thecon-
vention, or anyof themembersof thesupremeexecutivecoun-
cil of this commonwealthmayhereafterbe calledin question:

For preventingandremedyingwhereof:
[SectionI.] (SectionVII, P.L.) Be it enacted,andit is here-

by enactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof theCom-
monwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by
theauthorityof thesame,Thatall the acknowledgmentsof the
partiesand proofsof a subscribingwitnessor witnessesto a
deedandall theprivateexaminationsof femescovertpartiesto
a deedconcerningtheirfreeandunrestrainedwill andaccordin
executingthe same,had and takenby and beforeany of the
said membersof the said council of safetywhilst that council
wassubsistingor any of thesaidjusticesof thepeaceappointed
by the convention,until justicesof the courtof commonpleas
were appointed,or a memberof thesupremeexecutivecouncil,
at any time beforethe publicationof this act,and on thefoot
or backof thedeedcertifiedunderthehandandsealof theper-
sonwho hastakensuchacknowledgment,affidavit or private
examinationshallbe goodandvalid in thelaw, andmaybe re-
cordedas suchto the sameeffect as if suchacknowledgment,
affidavit, orprivateexaminationbadbeentakenby any of the
judgesof thesupremecourt, or justicesof thecourtof common
pleasof thecountywhereinthelandsorotherrealestatescon-
veyedlie.

[SectionII.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Providedalways,andit is
herebyfurther enactedby the authority aforesaid,That all
deedsso acknowledged,provedandcertifiedasaforesaid,if not



264 The Statutesat Large ofPennsylvania. [1778

alreadyrecordedshallwithin thespaceof ninemonthsfrom the
publicationof this act, be recordedin the properoffice of the
countywhereinthelandsandtenementsby suchdeedsconvey-
eddo lie.

(SectionIX, P.L.) And whereasthelate office of theregister
generalfor theprobateof wills andgrantinglettersof adminis-
trationin theprovinceof Pennsylvaniaandtheofficesof all his
deputiesin theseveralcountieswithin thesamewere uponthe
declarationof independenceon the fourth day of July, one
thousandsevenhundredandseventy-six,vacated,andtheregis-
ter-generalandhis deputies,accordingto tile maximsof polity
andgovernment,disqualifiedfrom doinganyactin their former
offices. But forasmuchasthe office and businessof proving
wills andadministeringon theestatesof personsdeceased,is of
sucha nature,that any discontinuancein the exercisethereof
may, in many instances,prove extremelyinjuriousand detri-
mentalto widows,orphans,absentrelations,creditorsandother
personsinterestedin the estateof the testatoror intestate,so
thelate register-general,and his deputiesin the severalcoun-
ties of this statehave continuedto exercisetheir respective
offices,receivedthewills of thetestatorsandtheprobatesthere-
of, registeredthe sameandgrantedletterstestamentaryand
lettersof administrationunderthesealof theregister-general’s
office, until the publication of the act of this commonwealth,
enactedin thefirst generalassemblythereof,on thefourteenth
day of March onethousandsevenhundredand seventy-seven,
entitled “An act for establishingin the city of Philadelphia
andin eachcountyof this state,an office for theprobateand
registeringof wills andgrantinglettersof administration,and
an office for therecordingof deeds.”1 Thereforein orderto
makevalid and effectualin the law the probateof suchwills
andgrantinglettersof administration,madeanddonesincethe
declarationof independence,to thetime of publicationof the
saidlast-mentionedactof assemblyby thelateregister-general
at Philadelphia,andby his deputiesin the severalcountiesof
thisstate:

‘PassedMarch 14, 1777, Chapter 748.
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[SectionIII.] (SectionX, P. L.) Beit furtherenactedby the
authority aforesaid,Thatall suchlastwills andtestamentsas
havebeenreceived,provedandregisteredandall letters:testa-
mentaryandlettersof administrationgrantedin the register-
general’soffice at Philadelphia,andin the severalcountiesof
thisstate,sincethedeclarationof independenceof thefourth of
July, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, to
the fourteenth dayof March,one thousand seven hundred
and seventy-seven, when the said act for establishing
the offices for wills and administrations was passed, or
to the day when the several officers nominated and
appointedin the city and severalcountiesof this state, in
pursuanceof thesaidlast-recitedact,openedor exercisedtheir
respectiveoffices, shall be deemedasgood andvalid to all in-
tents and purposesin the law, aswills provedand registered
andletterstestamentaryandof administration,grantedby the
register-generalor his deputiesin the severalcountiesbefore
the declarationof independence,notwithstandingthe incapa-
city of thesaid officers.

PassedAugust 31, 1778. Seethenotesto theOrdinanceof the
First Constitutional ConventionpassedSeptember3, 1776, Chap-
ter 731; andto theAct of AssemblypassedMarch14, 1777, Chapter
748.

CHAPTERDCCCV.

A FURTHER SUPPLEMENTTO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT DIRECT-
ING THE MODE AND TIME OF ELECTING JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
FOR THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA. AND THE SEVERAL COUNTIES IN
THIS COMMONWEALTH AND FOR OTHER PURPOSESTHEREIN MEN-
TIONED.”

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,notwithstandingthe provision
madein the act of generalassemblyof this commonwealth,
entitled“An actdirectingthemodeandtimeof electingjustices
of the peacefor the city of Philadelphia,andtheseveraland
respectivecountiesin this commonwealth,and for otherpur.


