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Laws enactedin thesecondsitting of thethird GeneralAs-
sembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,which com-
mencedat Philadelphia,on Monday,the first dayof February,
A. D. 1779, and continuedtill Monday, the fifth day of April
ofthesameyear:

CHAPTERDCCCXXV.

AN ACT TO INCREASE THE FEES OF TAVERN LICENSES, THE FINES

ON TIPPLING HOUSESAND THE RATES OF EXCISE.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe feesheretoforepaid for tavern
licenses,the fines imposedon suchaskeeptavernsor tippling-
houseswithout license,and the ratesof exciseon spirituous
liquors are altogetherinadequateto the exigenciesof govern-
mentandto thegoodpurposesfor whichthesaidfeesandexcise
arenow by theconstitutionof thiscommonwealthappropriated
andthe saidfinesimposed;andastavernkeepersanddealersin
spirituousliquors makemuch greaterprofits at this time than
theydid whenthelaws regulatingthesaidfeesandexcisewere
passed,it is but just andreasonablethattheyshouldcontribute
proportionatelytowardsthesupportof governmentand to de-
fray the greatdebtsunavoidably incurred in carrying on the
just and necessarywar in which theseUnited Statesare at
presentengagedfor the preservationof their rights and liber-
ties:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Be it thereforeenacted,andit is
herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and
by theauthority of the same,That from andafter thepublica-
tion of thisacteverypersonor personswho shallobtaina license
to keepa tavernor public houseof entertainmeutwithin this
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commonwealthaccordingto the directionsandin the manner
mentionedandexpressedin andby the laws now in force shall
paythereforthreetimesthe feeswhich suchpersonor persons
oughtto havepaid accordingto thedirectionsof the saidlaws.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P.L.) Andbeit further enactedby
the authority aforesaid,That if any personor personswithin
this commonwealthshallafterthe publicationof this act have
or keep any public inn, tavern, ale-house,tippling-house,or
dram shop,victualling houseor public houseof entertainment
without suchlicenseto beobtainedasaforesaid,suchperson
shall for everysuchoffenseforfeit andpayinsteadof five pounds
the sum of thirty pounds;and that every personhaving ob-
tainedsuchlicensewhoshallsufferanydisordersuchasdriffik-
enessor anyunlawful gamesin his, heror their house,or in any
place in his, her or their occupancy,shall for the first offense
forfeit andpay insteadof forty shillings the sum of twelve
pounds;andfor everyother offensecommittedby suchperson
againstthe lawsof this commonwealthnow in forcerelatingto,
or concerninginn-keepersandtavern keepersor retailersof
spirituousliquors assuch,everysuchoffenderor offendersshall
forfeit andpaysix times thesumandsumsrespectivelywhich
wereimposedbythesaidlaws:

(SectionIV, P.L.) And whereasby the lawsof this common-
wealthheretoforepassed,it is enactedthat arate,duty andsum
of four penceper gallon shouldbe imposedandlevied on all
wine, rum, brandyandotherspiritsbartered,sold or consumed
within this commonwealthexceptas in the said laws is ex-
cepted, andthat each and every retailer thereof should pay
thereforethe rateandduty of threepoundsperannum:

[SectionIII.] (SectionV, p. L.) Beit enactedbytheauthority
aforesaid,That insteadof the saidrate, duty andsumof four
penceper gallon there shall after the publication of this act
beraised,leviedandcollectedtherate,dutyandsumof oneshil-
ling per gallon andso in proportion for any greateror lesser
quantity for all wine, rum, brandyandotherspirits,bartered,
sold or consumedwithin this stateexceptas aforesaid,and
that eachandevery,suchretailer thereofas aforesaidshallin-
steadof the sumof threepoundsperannumpaythesumof nine
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poundsyearlyandeveryyear,all which rates,duties,~umand
sumsof moneyshallbe raised,leviedandcollectedin thesame
mannerand accordingto the directionsand exceptionsand
undertrebletherespectivepenaltiesin thesaidlawsmentioned,
expressedandimposed.

[SectionIV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it enactedby the
authorityaforesaid,Thatall moneysarisingfrom tavernlicen-
ses(exceptthefeesto bepaidthereonto the [justicesand] clerk
of thegeneralquartersessionsand clerk of thecommonpleas
of thecity of Philadelphia,andof eachcountyof this stateand
exceptalsothe fees thereonto the secretaryof thestate)and
eachandeveryof thefines imposedupon andpaidby eachand
everypersonand personswho shallkeepinns or tavernswith-
out suchlicense as aforesaid,and also all and singularthe
moneysarising and collected from the exciseaforesaid,after
deductingthecollector’s feesshallby therespectiveofficers be
paidinto thetreasuryof this statefor theuseof thesamewith-
in threemonthsafterthesamehavebeencollectedby andpaid
unto themrespectivelyfrom time to time underthepenaltyof
forfeiting andpayingdoublesuchsum andsumswhich theyor
either of them shall havein their handsand shall neglector
refuseto payasaforesaidto be recoveredagainstthemor either
of themby actionon thecaseorof debtor accountrenderasthe
casemayrequirein thenameof thecommonwealthof Pennsyl-
nia.

[SectionV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thatall and singularthemoneys
heretoforereceivedon accountof the exciseby the former or
presentcollectorsthereofin the different countiesof this com-
monwealth and not paid according to the true intent and
meaningof the said laws shall bepaid by the said collectors
respectivelyinto the treasuryof this commonwealthwithin
threemonthsfrom andafterthe publicationof this actunder
the penaltyof forfeiting and payingdoublethe sum and sums
that they or either of them shall neglector refuse to pay in
manneraforesaidto be recoveredin the mannerhereinbefore
directed.
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PassedMarch 15, 1779. Seethenotesto the Acts of Assembly
passedFebruary 28, 1710-11, Chapter 172; September21, 1756,
Chapter412; March21, 1772, Chapter656. The act in thetext was
repealedby the Act of Assembly passedMarch 17, 1780, Chapter
~97.

CHAPTERDCCCXXVI.

AN AGT TO EMPOWERTHE TRUSTEESFOR BUILDING A COURT HOUSE
AND PRISON IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF BEDFORD TO SELL A
MESSUAGEI AND LOT OF GROUND IN THE TOWN OF BEDFORD PUR-
CHASED BY THEM TO SERVE AS A TEMPORARY PRISON, AND TO
APPROPRIATETHE MONEYS ARISING BY SUCH SALE.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe said trusteeshaveby their
petition representedto this housethat they were underthe
necessityimmediatelyafterthesaidcountywaserectedto pro-
vide someplaceto servefor aprisontill a properhouseforthat
purposecould be built, that theythereforepurchaseda house
and lot from JamesMcCashlansituateon the eastside of the
main crossstreetin the town of Bedford numberedsix in the
generalplanof thesaidtown, boundedon thewestby thesaid
street,on the southpartly by thepublic squareand partly by
lot numberseven,on theeastby a twentyfeetalley andon the’
northby lot numberfive, which thesaid JamesMcCashlandby
his deedpoll datedthe thirteenthdayof Novemberin theyear
of our Lord onethousandsevenhundredand seventy-one,for
the considerationtherein mentionedconveyedto Arthur St.
(Jlair, BarnardDougherty,GeorgeWoodsandWilliam Proctor,
Esquires,and ThomasCoulter, gentleman,the trusteesafore-
said in trust for thesaid county; that the said trusteeshave
sinceprocureda moreconvenientlot on which theyhavebuilt
a court-houseandprison,by whichthe saidtemporaryprisonis
becomeunnecessary;andprayingthis housewould passa law
to enablethemto sell thesameandto applythemoneyarising
from the salethereoftowardsdefrayingthedebt incurredby
the said county in purchasingthe said lot and building the
saulcourt-houseandprison:


