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CHAPTERDCCCXXVII.

A SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT TO PROHIBIT FOR
A L]~MITED TIME THE MAKING OF WHISKEY AND OTHER SPIRITS
FROM WHEAT, RYE OR ANY OTHER SORT OF GRAIN OR FROM ANY
MEAL OR FLOUR.” 1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasnothingbut necessityandaconvic-
tion that thewelfareandsafetyof the public cannototherwise
be securedandpromotedwill justify the legislatureof astate
in makinglaws to empowerthe executiveofficers of thestateto
breakopenthe doorsof the houseor out-housesof any of the
citizensthereofin anycasewhatsoever:

(SectionII, P.L.) Andwhereasasacredregardto theliberties
of the good peopleof this stateandabelief that public virtue.
alonewould be a sufficiently strongmotive to induce themto
submitto thesaidlawwhichnecessityandthepublic goodmade
absolutelynecessarypreventedthe legislatureof this stateat
the passingthereoffrom enactinga clausein the sameto em-
power the constablesof the respectivetownshipsor districts
in this stateto breakopenthe still-housesof suchas should
offendagainstthesaidactof assembly:

(SectionIII, P. L.) Andwhereasmanypersonsmindingonly
their own privategain, lucreandprofits andregardlessof the
sufferingsof their fellow citizenshavein defianceandcontempt
of thesaidactcontinuedto make,extractanddistil whiskeyand
other spirits contrary to the true intent andmeaningof the
same,andby keepingtheir still-housedoor shut havescreened
themselvesfrom thepenaltiesinificted by the saidacton such
as areguilty of suchunlawful practices:

For remedywhereof:
[SectionI.] (SectionIV, P.L.) Be it enacted,andit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the
authority of the same,That from andafterthe publication of

1PassedNovember27, 1778, Chapter819.
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this act,if it shallappearto any justiceof thepeaceof thisstate
on the oathor affirmation of any constableor othercredible
person(whichthesaidjusticeis herebyempoweredandrequired
to administer)that thereis causeto suspectthat anydistiller
or otherpersonor personsis or aredistilling or causingto be
distilled, whiskeyor otherspirits from any wheat,rye or any
othersort of grain or from any malt, meal or flour contraryto
thetrueintentandmeaningof thesaidact,it shallandn~aybe
lawful for, and the said justiceis herebyempoweredandre-
quired to issuehis warrantauthorizingthe constableof the
townshipor districtwheretheoffenderdwellscallingto his as-
sistancesuchandsomanypersonsashemaythink necessaryto
enterin theday timeandif necessityrequiresto breakopenthe
doorof anystill-houseorotherplacewheresuchunlawful prac-
ticesaresuspectedto becarriedon asaforesaidto discoverand
enablethesaidconstableorotherpersonto bringto duepunish-
mentsuchoffender.

(SectionV, P.L.) Andwhereasno provisionsaremadein the
said actto preventgrain from beingcarriedout of this s%ate
andaslawsprohibiting distilling havenot beenpassedin the
adjoining statesthe goodpeopleof this statesuffer all thein-
convenienceswithout reapingthefull advantagesof the said
act:

[SectionII.] (SectionVI, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby the
authorityaforesaid,Thatif anypersonor personswhatsoever
shall from andafterthepublicationof this actexportor carry
or causeto beexportedor carriedout of this stateanywheat,
rye, barleyoranyothersort of grain or anymeal,flour ormalt,
orshallknowinglybuy or sell orcauseto beboughtorsold any
wheat,rye, barleyor anyothersort of grainor anymeal,flour
or malt for thepurposeandintentof beingexportedor carried
out of this state,which grain, meal flour or malt shallbe ac-
cordinglyexportedor carriedoutof thesame(exceptfor theuse
of theUnitedStates)everysuchpersonorpersonsso offending
uponconviction thereofin thecourtof generalquartersessions
of thepeacefor the city or countywheresuchoffenseis com-
mittedshallforeverysuchoffenseforfeit andpaythesumof five
hundredpoundsand also incur a forfeiture of all suchwheat,
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rye, barleyor othergrain ormeal, flour or malt so exportedor
carriedout of this stateor boughtor sold with that intent as
aforesaidto beascertainedandassessedby thejury by whom
thecauseshallbetried,which saidforfeiture shallbe collected
by the respectivesheriffsof thecity or countywheresuchfor-
feiture arisesand the said sheriff shall transmit one moiety
thereofto the treasurerof this stateto be disposedof by thee
generalassemblyandshallpaytheothermoietyto theconstable
or otherpersonorpersonsinformingagainsttheoffender.

(SectionVII, P. L.) Andwhereasit is setforth in thepetition
of severalof the inhabitantsof Oumberlandcounty that by
reasonof theshort timebetweenthe enactingthesaidlaw and
its taking effect many personsespeciallyin the more remote
partsof thestate,nothavinghadnoticeofthesame,hadmashed
severalquantitiesof grainbeforethe respectivedayson which
thesaidlaw took effect, by which it wasrenderedunfit for any
other use,and thereforethey had distilled it afterwards,but
havesincepaida dueobedienceto thesaidlaw andprayingthe
aid of thelegislaturefor theirrelief:

[SectionIII.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby
the authorityaforesaid,Thatno personor personswhatsoever
within this stateshall incur, forfeit or payany fine orpenalty
for, orby reasonof distilling orextractinganywhiskeyorother
spiritsfrom anygrain,mealormaltwhichwasbonafidemashed
beforetherespectivedayson which thesaidactbecamein force
andtook effect;anythingin thesaidactto thecontrarythereof
in anywisenotwilhstanding.

(SectionIX, P. L.) Providedalwaysnevertheless,Thatwhere
anywhiskeyhasbeendistilled aftertheexpirationof eight days
afterthesaidrespectivedayson which thesaidacttook effect,
the proof that the grain, meal, flour or malt from which such
whiskeywasdistilled, wasmashedasaforesaidbeforethesaid
daysshall lie on thepartydistilling thesame.

[SectionIV.] (SectionX, P. L.) And be it furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That if any personor personshasor
havebeenorshallbeindictedorpresentedfordistilling whiskey
from grain,meal or malt so mashed,on proof thereofasafore-
saidit shallandmaybelawful for theattorneygeneral,andhe
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is herebyempoweredandrequiredto entera noli prosequion
everysuchindictmentor presentmenton thedefendant’spay-
ingthefeesthereon.

PassedMarch 16, 1779. Seethe note to the Act of Assembly

passedNovember27, 1778, Chapter819.

CHAPTERDCCCXXVIII.

AN ACT TO INCREASE THE FINES AND PENALTIES ON PUBLIC OFFI-
CERS FOR REFUSAL OR NEGLECT OF DUTY; AND ALSO TO AUG-
MENT THE FEES OF THE SEVERAL OFFICERSHERMNAF1’ER MEN-
TIONED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe fines andpenaltieswhich the
different public civil officers of this commonwealthareby the
laws thereofnow in force liable to forfeit and pay for or by
reasonof their neglectingor refusingto performthedutiesof
their severaloffices,areno sufficient securityto the public for
thedueandfaithful dischargeof thetrustsreposedin them, or
theperformanceof the dutiesenjoinedthem by the saidlaws,
to the greathindranceof public businessand the insecurity
of thegoodpeopleof this state:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Beit thereforeenacted,andit
is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,and
by the authority of the same,Thatif anyof thesheriffs,coro-
ners,constables,overseersof thepoor,supervisorsof the high-
ways,countycommissionersandassessors,townshipassessors,
collectorsof thepublic taxes,juriymen, judgesandinspectorsof
electionsof representativesandall andeveryotherof thecivil
officersofthis commonwealthwhich bythelawsthereofnowin
force areliable to paya fine or forfeiture for anyneglector re-
fusal to do and performanyof thedutieswhich theywere em-
powered,enjoinedor requiredto do andperform by the d!rec~
tionsof thesaidlaws;eachandeverysuchofficer or officers so
refusingorneglectingto do,executeandperformanyofthesaid


