
TilE STATUTES AT LARGE OF
PENNSYLVANIA.

Laws enactedin the first sitting of the fourth GeneralAs-
semblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,which met at
Philadelphia,on Monday, the twenty-fifth day of October,in
theyearof ourLord 1779.

CHAPTERD000LXYIL

AN ACT FOR REGULATING CHIMNEY SWEEPERSWITHIN THE CITY
OF PHILADELPHIA, THE DISTRICT OF SOUPHWARKAND THE TOWN-
SHIP OF THE NORTHERN LIBERTIES OF THE CITY OF PHILADEL-
PHIA.

(Section 1, P. L.) Whereasthe housesand estatesof the
inhabitantsof the city of Philadelphia,the district of South-
wark and thetownship of the Northern Liberties of the city
~f Philadelphiaarefrequentlydangeredby chimneystakingfire
and blazing out at the top, and greatcomplaintshave been
iuadefor wantof aproperregulationamongthose,who under-
takethesweepingof chimneys:

For remedywhereof:
[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authority of the same, That no personor persons,from and
afterthetenthdayof Decembernext,shall follow thebusiness
or occupationof a chithney sweeper,either by himself, his
servants,negroesor otherswithin the city of Philadelphia,
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the district of Southwarkor the township of the Northern
Liberties aforesaidwithout having first madeapplication to
theofficer hereinafterdirectedto beappointed,andhavingreg-
isteredhis or their nameor namesand the nameor names
of his ortheirservants,negroes,orotherpersonsaforesaid,with
a numberaffixed to eachand every suchname,in a book by
the said officer to be kept for that purpose,andwithout pro-
curingand receivingfrom the saidofficer a certificateof every
suchregistry,containingthenumberandnameof everyperson
so entered,underthe penaltyof fifteen poundsfor everyday
he shall follow by himself, or causeto be followed by his ser-
vants, negroesor others, the said business,which said cer-
tificates the said officer is hereby enjoined and required to
makeout under his handand to deliver to thepersonor per-
sonswho shallapplyfor thesame,and for everysuchregistry
and certificatehe shall receivethe sum of threepoundsand
no more.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That every personfollowing the
businessaforesaId,within the said city, district and liberties,
shall (if he follows the employmenthimself)wear (or if heem-
ploys his servants,negroesor others) cause‘to beworn, on the
front of their caps,in full view, without any concealment,the
samefigures and numbersrespectivelyasshallbe so asafore-
said enteredin the said book, and containedin his or their
respectivecertificates,and none other, in large figures, not
less than two inchesin length, to bemadeof strong, durable
tin or copper;and that all andeverypersonand personswho
shall follow the saidbusinessor employment,by him or them-
selves,or by his ortheir servants,negroesor others,not having
thesaidnumberfixed on his or their capandcaps,and thecap
and‘capsof his and their servants,negroesand otherpersons
aforesaid,accordingto the directionsaforesaid,or whenfixed,
shall wilfully defaceor concealthe sa~ne,or shall neglectto
keep them plain and. visible, shall, for eachand every such
offenseforfeit andpaythe sumof fifteen poundsfor everyday
he or they shall follow the said empkiymeut,not wearingthe
saidnumberasaforesaid.
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[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That if any personor persons,un-
dertakingthebusinessor occupationaforesaidshallnotwithin
forty-eight hoursafter applicationto him or them madeby
any of the inhabitantsof the said city, dist~ictor Northern
Liberties,sweeporcauseto beswept,suchchimneyor chimneys
asheor they shall be requiredto sweep,everysuchpersonor
personsso offending shall forfeit andpay the sum of fifteen
pounds.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That everychimneysweepershall
haveand receivefor every chimneyby him sweptwithin the
city of Philadelphia,and for every chimneyby him sweptin
the districtandlibertiesaforesaidnot more thanone mile dis-
tantfrom thenorthernandsouthernboundariesof thesaidcity
a sum not exceedingforty-five shillings.

[Section‘V.] ~SectionVI, P. L.) And beit furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That if the chimneyof anypersonor
personswithin thesaidcity, district or libertiesshall takefire
andblazeout at thetop,the samenothavingbeensweptwithin
thespaceof onecalendarmonthnextbeforethetime of taking
suchfire, everysuch[personor] personsshall forfeit andpay
the sum of fifteen pounds,and if any chimneyshall takefire
and blazeout at the ‘top, the samehavingbeensweptwithin
onecalendarmonthfrom thetimeof suchtakingfire, theperson
who sweptthe same,either by himself, his servantsor negroes,
shall forfeit andpaythe sumof fifteen pounds.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVII, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thateverypersonwho shallfollow
thebusinessor occupationof a chimneysweeper,eitherby him-
self, his servants,negroesorotherswithin thesaidcity of Phila-
delphia,thedistrict of Southwarkorthetownship ofthe~orth-
em Liberties, shall pay unto the officer hereinafterdirected
to beappointedthesum of tenshillingsfor everyworkingday
from and after the publication hereof until the first day of
April nextensuing,andthereafterfrom thefirst dayof October
till the first day of April in eachand every year during the
continuanceof this act for his careand troublein the execu-
tion thereof.
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(SectionVIII, P. L.) And to theend that theregulationsby
this act prescribedmay be executed:

[Section VII.] Be it enactedby the authority aforesaid,
Thatanythreeof thejusticesof thepeaceof thesaid city and
county, togetherwith the wardensof the said city shall ap-
point the officer for registeringand granting certificatesto
chimneysweepers,and for collecting of thesaid fines and for-
feitures,who is herebystrictly requiredto do and performthe
severaldutiesof the said office enjoinedby this act.

[SectionVIII.] (SectionIX, P. L.) Andbe it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That it shall and may be lawful
for thejusticesof thepeacefor thecity andcountyof Philadel-
phia, or any threeor moreof them, in opencourt of quarter
sessionsor atanyother time to regulate,lessenor increaseand
fix the pricesfor sweepingof chimneysin suchmannerasto
themshallappearjust, andundertheir handsfrom time to time
to publishthe samein one or moreof thenewspapers,sothat
all concernedmaygovernthemselvesaccordingly,anythingin
this act in that respectcontainedto the contraryin anywise
notwithstanding.

[Section IX.] (SectionX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That all and every the penalties
and forfeituresimposedby virtueof this act shallbepaidone-
half thereofto the useof the officer aforesaid,and the other
half thereofto theoverseersof thepoorof the saidcity, district
or township wherethe offenseshall be committedfor the use
of the poor thereof,to be suedfor in thenameof the officer,
and recoveredbeforeany justice of the peacefor the said city
and county,who is herebyauthorizedto hear,try anddetermine
thesame.

(SectionXI, P.L.) Providedalways,Thatnothingin thisact
shallextendor be construedto [extendto] a greaterdistance
thanonemile from without theboundsof the city of Philadel-
phia.

[SectionX.] (SectionXII, P. L.) And be it enactedby the
authority aforesaid, That so much of the act of general as-
sembly passedin the yearone thousandsevenhundred and
twenty-one,entitled“An actfor preventingaccidentsthatmay
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happenby fire,” 1 and of theactof generalassemblypassedin
theyearonethousandsevenhundredandfifty-one, entitled“An
act for the more effectual preventing accidentswhich may
happenby fire, and for suppressingidleness,drunkennessand
otherdebaucheries,”2 asrelatesto thefiring of chimneyswithin
thesaidcity, andoneotheractof generalassemblypassedthe
twenty-first day of March, one thousandseven hundredand
seventy-two,entitled “An actfor regulatingchimneysweepers
within thecity of Philadelphia,thedistrict of Southwarkand
the township of the Northern Liberties,”~ shall be and are
herebydeclaredto be repealed.

[SectionXI.] (SectionXIII, P. L.) And beit furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That this actshallcontinueandbe
in force for and during theterm of sevenyearsnext ensuing,
andfrom thenceto theend of the next sitting of thegeneral
assemblyandno longer.

PassedNovember25, 1779. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 311, etc.
Seethenote to theAct of AssemblypassedMarch 21, 1772, Chapter
643, andthe Acts of AssemblypassedMarch 8, 1780, Chapter888;
September29, 1787, Chapter1318.

CHAPTERDCCCLXVIII.

AN ACT FOR RAISING THE SUM OF TWO MILLIONS FIVE HUNDRED
THOUSAN~DOLLARS MONTHLY DURING EIGHT MONTHS IN THE
YEAR ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY FOR THE
SUPPLY OF THE TREASURY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE TREASURY OF THIS STATE.

(Section 1, P. L.) Whereasthe honorableCongress,by an
act of their body datedthefourth day of Octoberlast,did call
upon the severalstatesto raise,in suchmanneraseachstate
mayjudgeexpedient,[sufficient sums]to enablethesaidstates
to payinto thecontinentaltreasury,orto theorderof Congress,
on or beforethefirst dayof Februarynext, andon or beforethe

1 PassedAugust26, 1721, Chapter245.
2 PassedFebruaFy9, 1751, Chapter38&
3 PassedMarch 21, 1772, Chapter648.


