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Laws enactedin the SecondSitting of the Fourth General
Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,which com-
mencedat Philadelphia,on Wednesday,thenineteenthday of
January,in theyearof ourLord 1780.

CHAPTER D000LXXVL

AN ACT FOR LAYING AN EMBARGO ON THE EXPORTATION OF PRO-
VISIONS FROM THIS SPATEBY SEA FOR A LIMITED TIME.

(SectionI, P.L.) Whereasthelastharvestofwheatandother
grain, in this and the neighboringstateshath not proved so
abundantasit wassupposed,andit is highly necessarythat
the exportationof victuals and provisions from this stateby
seashould be prohibited for a limited time in orderto retain
a sufficiency within the samefor the sustentationof the in-
habitantsand for thearmiesandfleetsof the UnitedStatesof
Americaandtheir allies:

[Section I.J (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
and by the authority of the same, That an embargobe and
herebyis laid on theexportationby sea,of wheat,rye, barley,
oats,speltsandIndiancorn,and on all mealandflour madeof
wheat,rye, barley,oats, speltsor Indian corn, andon bread,
rice,beef,pork,baconand live stock, andon all othervictuals
and provisionsfor the foodof man,andtheexportationthereof
by seafrom andafterthepublicationof this act,is herebypro-
hibitedandforbiddenuntil thefirst dayof Septembernext.

(SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalways, Thatthis act shallnot
be construedto restrainthe lading upon any ship of war or
other vesselwhich shall actually be in one of the ports of
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the state suchquantitiesof provisions as may be necessary
for the storesoniy of such ship or vessel for the cruiseor
voyageof such ship or vessel;nor to the transportationby
sea,or exportationof anyvictualsor provisionsfor the useof
the armiesor shipsof the United Statesof Americaor their
allies, suchtransportationor exportationbeingfirst certified
to the supremeexecutivecouncil of this commonwealth,and
thelicenseof thesaid council obtainedfor the same.

(SectionIV, P. L.) Providedalso, Thatif anytime beforethe
first day of Septembernext, the continuanceof the embargo
laid by this act shall appearto be unnecessaryor in casethe
neighboringand adjoining statesshallnot concurin an equal
restrictionupontheexportationof provisionsthesupremeexe-
cutive council by proclamationmay suspendthesaid embargo.

[SectionII.] (Section V, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatif anywheat,rye, barley,oats,
speltsor Indiancorn, or anymeal or flour madeof wheat,rye,
barley, oats, spelts or Indian corn; or any bread, rice, beef,
pork, bacon,live stock or othervictuals or provisionswhatso-
ever for the food of man, exceptas hereinbeforeis excepted,
shall be shippedoi~laden from and after the publication of
this act on anyship or vesselwithin this statewith designto
export the sameby seacontraryto theintent and meaningof
this act, it shall and may be lawful for the navalofficer, and
he is herebyenjoinedand required,on proper information, or
it shall and may be lawful for any other personto enteron
boardany suchship or vesselandto seizeall suchwheat,rye,
barley,oats, speltsand Indian corn and meal or flour, bread,
rice, beef,pork, bacon,live stock andother victuals andpro-
visions,togetherwith theship orvesselin whichthe sameshall
befoundandhertackle,apparelandfurniture,andall suchvic-
tualsandprovisionssoshippedandladencontraryto this act,
andthe ship or vesselin which thesameshall be so found,to-
getherwith hertackle,apparelandfurnitureshallbe forfeited;
one-thirdpart thereof to the useof the state,one-thirdpart
thereofto theuseof thesaid navalofficer or otherpersonwho
shall seizethe sameand the other third part thereof to the
useof the informer.
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[SectionIII.] (SectionVI, P. L.) Providedalways, andit is
herebyenactedby the authority aforesaid,Thatno claim for
anyship orvesselor provisionsseized,orpretendedto be seized,
in pursuanceof this act shall be admittedunlesssecuritybe
first enteredfor thepaymentof all costsin casesuchseizurebe
condemned;and that no suit or action againstthe officer or
personor personsmaking suchseizureor his or their assist-
antsshalllie unlesssuchsuit or actionbebroughtwithin three
monthsafter causeshallbegiven.

PassedFebruary28, 1780. Seethenotesto theActs of Assembly
passedJanuary2, 1778, Chapter779; November17, 1775, Chapter
817; andthe Acts o~AssemblypassedSeptember22, 1780, Chapter
917; December22, 1780,Chapter922; February27, 1781,Chapter928;
June 7, 1781, Chapter943. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 328, &c.

CHAPTER DCCCLXXVII.

AN ACT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF BUILDINGS ERECTED UPON
THE LANDS OF DIVERS INHABITANTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH,
FORTHE USE OF THE UNITED STATES, AND VESTING SUCH LAND
WITH THE BUILDINGS, IN THE UNITED STATES DURING THE PRES-
ENT WAR AND TO PUNISH PERSONSFOR WASTE OR TRESPASSES
MADE, O~.COMMITTED THEREON, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
THEREIN MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,in the unsettledstateof public
affairs during the war with Great Britain the necessitiesof
the United Coloniesor Statesind~icedtheir offiéers to take
possessionof the lands of divers persons,inhabitantsof this
commonwealth,for public use,andhave,at thepublic expense,
erectedthereonbarracks,hospitals,stables,storehousesand
otherbuildings:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereas,thehonorablethe Congress
of the United Statesof America, by their resolvedatedthe
twenty-third of July last, haverecommendedthat suitablepro-
vision bemadeby a law for preservingthesamebuildingsand
for punishingthosewho shall seizeupon or injure the same,
andin someinstancesvestthegroundon which suchbuildings
areerectedin theUnitedStates:


