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[SectionIII.] (SectionVI, P. L.) Providedalways, andit is
herebyenactedby the authority aforesaid,Thatno claim for
anyship orvesselor provisionsseized,orpretendedto be seized,
in pursuanceof this act shall be admittedunlesssecuritybe
first enteredfor thepaymentof all costsin casesuchseizurebe
condemned;and that no suit or action againstthe officer or
personor personsmaking suchseizureor his or their assist-
antsshalllie unlesssuchsuit or actionbebroughtwithin three
monthsafter causeshallbegiven.

PassedFebruary28, 1780. Seethenotesto theActs of Assembly
passedJanuary2, 1778, Chapter779; November17, 1775, Chapter
817; andthe Acts o~AssemblypassedSeptember22, 1780, Chapter
917; December22, 1780,Chapter922; February27, 1781,Chapter928;
June 7, 1781, Chapter943. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 328, &c.

CHAPTER DCCCLXXVII.

AN ACT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF BUILDINGS ERECTED .TJpON
THE LANDS OF DIVERS INHABITANTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH,
FORTHE USE OF THE UNITED STATES, AND VESTING SUCH LAND
WITH THE BUILDINGS, IN THE UNITED SPATESDURING THE PRES-
ENT WAR AND TO PUNISH PERSONSFOR WASTE OR TRESPASSES
MADE, OR COMMITTED THEREON, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
THEREIN MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,in the unsettledstateof public
affairs during the war with Great Britain the necessitiesof
the United Coloniesor Statesinthiced their offiéers to take
possessionof the lands of divers persons,inhabitantsof this
commonwealth,for public use,andhave,at thepublic expense,
erectedthereonbarracks,hospitals,stables,storehousesand
otherbuildings:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereas,thehonorablethe Congress
of the United Statesof America, by their resolvedatedthe
twenty.thirdof July last, haverecommendedthat suitablepro-
vision bemadeby a law for preservingthesamebuildingsand
for punishingthosewho shall seizeupon or injure the same,
andin someinstancesvestthegroundon which suchbuildings
areerectedin theUnitedStates:



46 The Statutesat Large of Pennsylvania. [1780

[SectionI.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
•theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
andby theauthorityof thesame,Thatall and everythebuild-
ings aforesaid,with so muchof the land adjoining as may be
necessaryforthepurposefor whichsuchbuildingswereerected
be vestedin the United Statesduring the war, and that the
said United Statesbe fully authorizedand empoweredto sue
andmaintainanyactionor actionsatlaw againstall and every
person or personswho shall commit any waste or trespass
thereonwithin this commonwealth.

[SectionII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) Providedalways,and be it
enactedby the authority aforesaid, That nothing in this act
shall extendto the justifying any entry made,or possession
takenof thelandsorrealestateof anypersonor personswithin
this commonwealth,withouttheconsentof theowner,from and
afterthefirst dayof January,in theyearof ourLord onethou-
sandsevenhundredand seventy-nine,or to vestthe sameland
so entereduponor possessedsincethattime in thesaidUnited
States.

[Section IILJ (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That whénsoeverin any caseit
shallor may be found convenientor proper to removeany of
the saidbuildings which areremovable,the United States,or
their officersduly appointed,shallandmaybe fully authorized
so to do,whetherthesamebuildingswereerectedbeforethesaid
first of January,onethousandsevenhundredandseventy-nine
or since,and that in all caseswherethe samebuilding shall
beso removed,all title, interestandpropertyof thesaidUnited
Statesof, in andto thelandswhereonthe saidbuildings shall
havebeenerectedshall from thenceforthceaseand determine.

[SectionIV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That in all caseswherethe title
of the landsarein andby this act vestedin theUnitedStates
during the war, the original owner or owners of the land,
or thetenantor tenants,shall receivefrom the United States
a reasonablerent for the same,accordingto the valuationof
the said lands, exclusive of the samebuildings, to be ap-
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praisedby threeindifferent appraisers,on oathor affirmation,
one of whom shall be chosenby the United States,or their
officer, one by the said owneror owners, and a third by the
two so asaforesaidchosen;andthat in caseof the refusalof
the United States,or their officer, to choose,the owner or
ownersshall and may, after full notice given, apply to the
nearestjustice of the peaceof this stateto choosea proper
personon thepartof thesaidUnited States,who is herebyem-
poweredand enjoined so to do, andthetwo personsso chosen
shallchoosea third.

[SectionV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, Thatfrom andafterthe termina-
tion of thepresentwarwith GreatBritain, it shallandmaybe
lawful to and for the United States,or their officers, duly au-
thorized, in all caseswherethe said buildings are no longer
necessaryor wherethe owner will not agreeto properterms
for continuingthesamebuildings, to removethesame,or pull
down and removethe materials,andthe sameto sell anddis-
poseof or to sell the samebuildings as they then stand to
theownerorownersof thelandor anyotherpersonorpersons,
accordingasto them shall seemmostadvantageous.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Andbeit furtherenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid, ThattheUnited StatesofAmerica,
by the nameaforesaid,shallbe able and capable,within this
commonwealth,now andat all timeshereafterto purchase,take
and holdlands, houses,hereditamentsandrealestatesfor the
purposeof erectingandmaintainingnecessarypublic buildings
thereon,by the gift, grant,bargain,sale,release,enfeoffment,
alienationor devise,of all or anypersonor personswhatsoever
ableandcapableto makethesame,andthat thesameshallbe
andremainsubjectto thedispositionandappropriationof the
honorableCongressof theUnitedStatesof America,according
to suchestateandestatesthereinasin andby thegrantor con-
veyancethereofshall or may be specifiedand contained.

PassedFebruary28, 1780. SeetheActs of AssemblypassedSep-
tember 14, 1789, Chapter 1484; September28, 1789, Chapter1453;
April 15, 1795, Chapter1838; February1, 1796, Chapter1869; March
23, 1796, Chapter1885. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p, 329, &c.


