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OHAPTERD000LXXI7III.

AN ACT FOR VESTING THE STATE HOUSE IN THE CITY OF PHILA-
DELPHIA; THE. HOUSE IN HIGH STREET IN THE SAID CITY APPRO-
PRIATED TO THE USE OF THE PRESIDENTOF THE SUPREMEEX-
ECUTIVE COUNCIL FOR THE TIME BEING, THE PROVINCE ISLAND
AND GREAT MUD ISLAND, THE MILITARY BARRACKS IN THE
NORTHERN LIBERTIES OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, AND
IN THE NORTHERN PART OF THE BOROUGH OF LANCASTER, THE
PUBLIC STOREHOUSE AND THE MAGAZINE FOR SECURING GUN-
POWDER IN THE SAID BOROUGH, THE. SEVERAL COURT HOUSES,
GA.OLS, PRISONS AND WORKHOUSESOF THE SEVERAL GOUNTIES
OF THIS STATE, AND ALL OTHER REAL ESTATE BELONGING TO
THE PUBLICIN THE COMMONWEALTH.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereas,on accountof the difficulty of
securing ir.i a proper manner the real estate of the public
in the lateprovince,now stateof Pennsylvania,the samewas
vestedin feoffees or trusteesor in bodiespolitic and corpor-
ate:

And whereas,the personsenfeoffedof the samemay have,
in somecases,all diedand it maybe difficult to ascertainthe
personto whom the estateso vestedhath descended,if suits
in the law shouldbenecessaryfor the conservationof the said
real estate:

For remedywhereofandto placethe sameon a uniform, con-
venientandpermanentfooting:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby
enactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania,in General Assembly met, and
by the authority of the same, That thestatehouse,in the city
of Philadelphia,togetherwith the adjoining lot andpiece of
ground thereuntoappertaining, boundedby Chestnut street
on the north, Fifth streetfrom the river Delawareon the east,
Sixth streetfrom the saidriver on thewest,andWalnut street
on the south, as the sameare now vestedin SamuelRhoads
andEdwardPenington,andthe houseandlots situateon
street,Minor streetandSixth street,in the said city, latethe
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estate of JosephGalloway, Esquire, appropriatedand ap-
pointed for the useof the presidentof the supremeexecutive
council by an act, entitled “An act for vestingthe houseand
lots therein describedin trusteesfor the use of the president
of the supremeexecutive council of this state for the time
being,”1 passedon the eighteenthday of March last, andthe
island called the Provinceisland, situateon the southsideof
the mouth of the river Schuylkill, adjoiningto the river Dela-
ware,within the townshipof Kingsessingandcountyof Phila-
delphia, andheretoforeknown by the nameof Fisher’sisland,
containing about three hundred and forty-two acres,as the
same was held in trust by JosephHarvey, Thomas Tatnel,
JosephTrotter, JamesMorris andOswaldPeelandafterwards
conveyedby the said JosephTrotter, the survivor of the said
trustees,to JosephFox, Samuel Rhoads, JosephGalloway,
John Baynton, Edward Penington, Charles Humphreys and
Michael Hillegas, andthe island in the river Delawarenamed
Great Mud island, or Deep Water island, situatesouthward
of the Provinceisland, asthe samewas held by JosephGallo-
way, and by him sold for a fortressto the public, who paid
him the full considerationthereof,but had no transferof the
saidisland madeby saidJosephGalloway;yet by hisattainder
it is becomethe estateof the public, the military barracks
situate between Secondand Third streets continued in the
Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia,togetherwith
the lots andpiecesof landthereuntobelongingandappertain-
ing, as the samewas purchasedof Anthony Wilkinson and
John Jenningsandwife for the purposeof erectingthe said
barracksat the cost of the late province, now state of Penn-
sylvania,andasthe samearenowvestedin theheirsof Joseph
Fox, deceased,and the military barracksin the north part of
the boroughof Lancaster,in the countyof Lancaster,together
with the lot of land thereuntoappertainingas the sameare
now held by JamesWebb in trust for the public, the public
storehousesituateon the westernsideandnearthenorth end
of Queenstreet, in the said borough, and the magazinefor
securinggunpowderin the saidboroughlying eastwardof the

1PassedMarek 18, 1119, Chapter829.
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said storehouse,and the new gaol and workhouseof the city
and countyof Philadelphia,on WalnutstreetandSixth street,
in the city of Philadelphia,asthe sameis now vestedin the
commissionersof thecity andcountyof Philadelphia,andtheir
successorswho held the sameas a body politic and corporate
for that purposeandall andsingular the court houses,gaols,
prisonsandworkhouses,togetherwith the lots of landwhereon
theyseverallystand,or whichareappurtenantto themof and.in
the severalcountiesof this state,astheynow areor heretofore
have beenvestedin any feoffeesor trusteesor in any bodies
politic andcorporatefor the severaluseof the said counties,
respectively,and alsoall otherreal estateto the good people
of this commonwealth,or of anycountythereofin their public
andcollectivecapacitybelongingor to their useor interestfor
themvestedandconveyed,shallbeandherebyarevestedin the
commonwealth,freedanddischargedandabsolutelyacquitted,
exemptedandexoneratedof andfromandagainstall claimsand
demandsof the said feoffees or trusteesor bodiespolitic and
corporateor of thesurvivorsand survivor of suchfeoffeesand
trusteesand every of them and of the heirs of suchsurvivors
and survivor forever, subject,however,to the severaluses,in-
tents,trusts,dispositionsanddirection for which the samehave
beenheretoforerespectivelyappointedandlimited, andto none
other,savingandalwaysreservingto everypersonandpersons,
bodies politic and corporate,his and their heirs, successors
otherthanthe saidfeoffeesandtrustees,all suchestates,right,
title andinterest,of, in, to and out of the premisesvestedin
trust asaforesaidasthey, every or anyof them hadbeforethe
passingof this act or could or might havehad or enjoyedin
casethis acthadnot beenmadeor passed.

(SectionIII, P. L.) Provided always, That nothing in this
act shallextendto vest in the commonwealththe old tempor-
ary prison, situateon the easternsideof the main crossstreet
in the town of Bedford, nor to vestin the commonwealththe
old gaol andworkhousenor the land thereuntoappertaining,
fronting on the southsideof High streetandextendingalong
Third street from Delaware, in the city of Philadelphia,as
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the samewas holden by JoshuaCarpenter,in trust for the
useof the city and countyof Philadelphia:

[SectionII.] But it is herebyenactedby the authorityafore-
said, That the supremeexecutivecouncil may and shall sell
and convey the said old gaol and workhousein the city of
P.iladeiphiato the private useof the purchaserby deedor
deedsunderthe greatseal, signed by the presidentor vice-
presidentof thesaidcouncilfor thesolebenefit andadvantage
notwithstandingof the saidcity and county.

(SectionIV, P. L.) And providedalso, Thattherepresenta-
tives of the freemen of this commonwealthin general as-
semblymet shall and may, from time to time, by their vote
appointtrusteesto takeupon them the careand management
of theislandcalled the Provinceisland, togetherwith its ap-
purtenances,andto receivetherents,issuesandprofits thereof,
andto accountfor thesameandto makeleases,in like manner
andunderlike restrictionsasthefeoffeesortrusteesof thesaid
island,heretoforevestedwith theestatethereofmight or could
do.

[SectionIlL] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,That somuchof anactof assembly
of thelateprovinceof Pennsylvania,entitled“An actfor vest-
ing theProvinceislandandthebuildingsthereonerected,and
to be erected,in trusteesfor providing an hospital for such
sick passengersas shall be imported into this province, and
to preventthe spreadingof infectious distempers,”passedon
thethird day of February,which was in the yearof ourLord
one thousandsevenhundredand forty-three;and so muchof
anotheract of assemblyof thesaidlateprovince,entitled “An
act for vesting the state houseand other public buildings,
with thelots of groundwhereonthesameareerected,together
with other lots situate in the city of Philadelphiain trustees
for the usestherein particularly mentioned,”~passedon the
twentiethday of February,whi~hwasin the yearQf ourLord
one thousa~idsevenhundred and thirty-six, and so much of
anotheractof assemblyof the saidlate province,entitled “An

1PassedFebruary 3, 1743, Chapter 357.
2PassedFebruary 30, 1786, Chapter 343.
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actfor erectinganewgaol, workhouseandhouseof correction
in thecity of Philadelphia,”1passedon thetwenty-sixth dayof
February,which was in the year of our Lord one thousand
sevenhundredand seventy-three;and so muchof anotheract
of assemblyof the said late province,entitled “An act to en-
able JeremiahLanghorne,William Biles, JosephKirkbride,
Junior, ThomasWatson,practitionerin physic,andAbraham
Chapmanto build a newcourthouseandprison in the county
of Bucks,”2passedon thetwentiethdayof March,AnnoDomini
one thousandsevenhundredandtwenty-five, and so much of
the severalactsof assemblyof the saidlateprovinceby which
the countiesof Lancaster,York, Cumberland,Berks, North-
ampton, Bedford, Northumberlandand Westmorelandwere
erectedand established,and so much of an act of assembly
of this commonwealth,entitled “An act for vestingthe house
and lots therein describedin trusteesfor the useof the presi-
dent of the supremeexecutivecouncil of this state for the
time being,” passedon the eighteenthday of March last, and
of anyother act of assembly,which is herebyalteredor sup-
plied by or is repugnantto the provisions and directions of
thisactis herebyrepealedandmadevoid.

PassedFebruary 28, 1780. See the Acts of Assembly passed
March 18, 1782, Chapter959; April 1, 1784, Chapter1097; April 8,
1785, Chapter1165; April 2, 1790, Chapter1507; September30, 1791;
Chapter1589; April 15, 1795, Chapter1838. RecordedL. B. No. 1
page830, &c.

CHAPTER DCCCLXXIX.

AN ACT FORERECTINGAN HIGH COURTOFERRORSAND APPEALS.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasby the laws of thelateprovince,
now state,of Pennsylvaniaa very expensive,difficult andpre-
cariousremedywasprovided for partiesinjuredby erroneous
judgments,sentencesanddecreesgiven or pronouncedtherein,

1PassedFebruary26, 1763, Chapter674.
2PassedMarch20, 1725,Chapter283.


