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CHAPTER DCCCLXXXIX.

AN ACT FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THELAW RELATIVE TO THE PUN-
ISHMENT OF TREASONS,ROBBERIES,MISPRISIONSOF TREASONAND
OTHEROFFENSES.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasin andby theactof assembly,enti-
tled “An actfor the advancementof justice andthemore cer-
tain administrationthereof,”~madeand passedthethirty-first
day of May, in theyearof our Lord onethousandsevenhun-
dredand eighteen,thepunishmentof deathis Inflicted in the
caseof robberyuponsuchonly ascommit thesameon or near
thehighway,so that no adequateprovision seemsto havebeen
madefor punishingthe most atrociousrobberiesif the same
becommittedelsewhere:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
and by the authority of the same, That from and after the
passingof this act, if anypersonor personsshallcommit rob-
bery, whichrobberyis doneby assaultinganother,putting him
in fear and taking from his personmoney or other goodsto
anyvaluewhatsoever,whetherthesamerobberybecommitted
on or nearthe highwayor elsewherein any place or places
whatsoeverwithin this commonwealth,he orthey so offending
his or their counsellors,alders,comfortersand abettors,being
thereofduly convictedorattainted,or beingindictedandstand-
ing mute, or challengingperemptorily abovethe numberof
twenty personsreturnedto serveof the jury, shall suffer as
felonswithout benefit of clergy,in like mannerasby thelaws
of this commonwealthis providedin thecaseof robberson or
nearthehighway.

(SectionIII, P. L.) And whereastheforfeiture of goodsand
chattels,in the caseof manslaughter,is rarely exacted,and
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the burning in the hand of suchfelons in moreheinousand
aggravatedinstancesof this kind of homicidewhich may ap-
proachnearlyto murderis too light andinadequatea punish-
ment. To the end, therefore,that the lives of the citizensof
this commonwealthmay be guarded and preservedfrom
danger:

[SectionII.] (SectionIV, P.L.) Be it enactedby theauthor-
ity aforesaid,Thatin all casesof convictionsof manslaughter
other than by stabbing, asdescribedin the act of assembly
hereinbeforementioned,the said forfeiture shall be removed
andhereafterno moreincurred;butInsteadthereofthe court
shall givejudgmentagainstsuchoffenderof imprisonmentfor
anytime not exceedingtwo years,andof fine atthe discretion
of the court, and, moreover,shall sentencesuch offenderto
find securityfor his good behaviorduring life. And in order
for the punishmentby banishmentof offenders whoselives
might be spared,andatthe sametime whosewicked conduct
and examplemayrenderit highly dangerousthat theyshould
remainand enjoy the benefitsof this free state,and to lessen
sanguinarypunishments:

[Section III.] (SectionV, P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,Thatit shall and may be lawful to andfor
the presidentor vice-presidentand council of this common-
wealth, uponthe prayerof anypersonor personsundersent-
enceof deathfor treasonor felony to grant to suchpersonor
personsa pardonso far asrespectshis, heror their lives, con-
sonant with the limitations of the constitution on condition
that suchpersonor personsshall,within a limited time, depart
from this stateto foreign parts beyondthe sea, and that he
or they shall not return into this stateor any of the United
Statesof America; andthat if any personor personsso par-
doned on the condition aforesaidshallbreakthe samecondi-
tion by not departingwithin the said time or by returning
againinto this stateor anyof theUnited Statesaforesaid,the
samepardonshallbe void, and suchpersonor personsnot de-
partingor returningasaforesaidshall sufferdeathaccording
to thesentencewhichhadbeenbeforepronouncedagainstthem.

(SectionIV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
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by the authorityaforesaid,That no attainderof treasonto be
had from and after the end of the presentwar betweenthe
United Statesof Americaand GreatBritain, andtheacknowl-
edgementof the independencyof thesaid UnitedStatesby the
King of GreatBritain shall extendto the disinheritingof any
heir,nor to theprejudiceof any personor personsother than
the offender. And in orderto thedetectingandpunishingin
some measurepersonsaccused of treasonor misprisonsof
treasonby onewitnessandatthesametime to avoid confound-
ing very different degreesof guilt in the samepunishmentand
for removingdoubts concerningthe legality thereof:

[SectionV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) Beit enactedand declared
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatin all caseswhereany charge
is madeuponoathor affirmationagainstanypersonorpersons
of facts amountingto treasonor misprisonof treasonit shall
andmay be lawful for the attorney-general,with the leave of
thecourt,to proceedagainstandchargesuchpersonorpersons
with a misdemeanorand give in evidenceany act or acts of
treasonormisprisonof treason,by onewitnesson thetrial, or
otherproperandlegal testimonyand suchpersonor persons,
upon conviction,shallsufferasin casesof misdemeanor.

PassedMarch 8, 1780. Seethe notesto the Acts of Assembly
passedMay 81, 1718, Chapter236; February11, 1777, Chapter740.
The Act In the text was repealedby the Act of Assemblypassed
March 31, 1860,P. L. 427, sec.79. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 859, &C.

OHAPTER DCCCXC.

AN ACT TO INCREASE THE PUNISHMENTSOF HORSESTEALING.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe punishmentsheretoforepro-
videdagainstthe crime of horsestealinghavenot provedsuf-
ficient to deter evil-minded persons from the commission
thereof:

For remedywhereof:
[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby


