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public act and shall be judicially takennotice of as suchby
all judges, justices and other personswhomsoeverwithout
speciallypleadingthe same.

PassedMarch 18, 1780. SeetheActs of Assembly passedApril
15, 1782, Chapter979; March 28, 1785, Chapter1147; March 17, 1786,
Chapter1213. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 363, &c.

CHAPTERDCCCXCIV.

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHIOAL SO-
CIETY HELD AT PHILADELPHIA FORPROMOTING USEFUL KNOWL-
EDGE.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe cultivation of useful knowl-
edgeand the advancementof. the liberal artsand sciencesin
anycountryhavethemostdirecttendencytowardstheimprove-
mentof agriculture,theenlargementof trade,theeaseandcom-
fort of life, theornamentof societyandtheincreaseandhappi-
nessof mankind:

(Section II, P. L.) And whereas this country of 1~orth
America, which the goodnessof Providencehathgiven u~to
inherit, from thevastnessof its extent,the varietyof its clim-
ate,thefertility of its soil, theyet unexploredtreasuresof its
bowels,themultitudeof its rivers,lakes,bays,inlets andother
conveniencesof navigation,offersto theseUnited Statesoneof
therichestsubjectsof cultivationeverpresentedto anypeople
uponearth:

(SectionIII, P. L.) Andwhereastheexperienceof agesshows
that improvementsof a public naturearebestcarriedon by
societiesof liberal and ingeniousmen, uniting their labors,
without regardto nation, sector party in one grand pursuit,
alike interestingto all, wherebymutualprejudicesareworn off,
a humaneandphilosophicalspirit is cherished,andyouth are
stimulatedto a laudablediligenceandemulationin thepursuit
of wisdom:

(SectionIV, P.L.) And whereas,upontheseprinciplesdivers
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public-spiritedgentlemenof Pennsylvaniaand otherAmerican
statesdid heretoforeunite themselves,under certainregula-
tions, into onevoluntarysociety,by thenameof “The American
Philosophical Society, held at Philadelphia, for promoting
usefulknowledge,”and by their successfullaborsand investi-
gatións,to the greatcredit of America, have extendedtheir
reputationso far that menof thefirst eminencein therepublic
of letters in the most civilized nationsof Europehave done
honor to their publicationsand desiredto be enrolled among
theirmembers:

(SectionV, P.L.) And whereas,thesaidsociety,afterhaving
beenlong interruptedin their laudablepursuitsby thecalami-
tiesof warandthedistressesof our country,havefoundmeans
to revivetheir design,in hopesof beingableto prosecutethe
samewith their former success,and of being further encour-
agedthereinby thepublic, for which purposetheyhaveprayed
us, “theRepresentativesof the Freemenof theCommonwealth
of Pennsylvania,”that they may be createdone body politic
and corporateforever,with suchpowers,privilegesandimmu-
ñitiesasmaybenecessaryfor answeringthevaluablepurposes
which thesaidsocietybadoriginally in view:

Wherefore,in orderto encouragethesaidsocietyin theprose-
cution and advancementof all useful branchesof knowledge,
forthebenefitof their countryandmankind:

[SectionI.] (SectionVI, P. Ii.) Beit enactedandit is hereby
enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authorityof thesame,Thatthemembersof thesaidAmerican
PhilosophicalSociety, heretoforevoluntary associatedfor pro-
moting useful knowledge,and suchotherpersonsashavebeen
duly electedmembersandofficersof thesame,agreeablyto the
fundamentallawsandregulationsof thesaidsocietycomprised
in twelvesectionsprefixedto their first volumeof transactions,
‘published in Philadelphiaby William and ThomasBradford,
in the year of our Lord onethousandsevenhundredandsev-
enty-one,andwho shall in all respectconformthemselvesto the
said laws and regulations,and such other laws, regulations
andordinances,asshallhereafterbe duly madeandenactedby
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the said societyaccordingto the tenorhereof, be and forever
hereaftershall be, one body corporateand politic’ in deed,by
the nameand style of “The American PhilosophicalSociety,
held at Philadelphia,for promotinguseful knowledge,” and
by thesamenamethey areherebyconstitutedand confirmed
onebody corporateandpolitic,to haveperpetualsuccession,and
by thesamenametheyandtheir successorsareherebydeclared
and madeableand capablein law, to have,hold, receiveand
enjoy lands,tenements,rents, franchises,hereditaments,gifts
andbequestsof whatnaturesoever,in feesimple orfor termof
life, lives, yearsor otherwise,and also to give, grant, let, sell,
alienorassignthesamelands,tenements,hereditaments,goods,
chattelsandpremises,accordingto thenatureof therespective
gifts, grantsand bequestsmadeto them thesaid society,and
of their estatetherein. Provided,that the amountof the clear
yearlyvalueof suchrealestatedo not exceedthe valueof ten
thousandbushelsof goodmerchantablewheat.

[SectionII.] (SectionVII, P.L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That the said societybe andshall
be forever hereafterable and capablein law to sueand be
sued,pleadand be impleaded,answerand be answeredunto,
defendand be defendedin all or any of the courts or other
places,andbeforeanyjudges,justicesandotherpersonor per-
sons,in all mannerof actions,suits, complaints,pleas,causes
and matters,of what natureor kind soever,within this com-
monwealth;andthat it shallandmayb~lawful to andfor the
saidsociety,foreverhereafterto haveand useonecommonseal
in theiraffairs,andthesameattheirwill andpleasureto break,
change,alter and renew.

[Section111.1 (SectionVIII, P. L.) Andbeit furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid, That for the well governingthe
said society,and orderingtheir affairs, they shall have the
following officers, Thatis to say, onepatron,who shallbehis
excellencythe presidentof the supremeexecutivecouncil of
this commonwealthfor thetime being,and likewiseonepresi-
dent,threevice-presidents,four secretaries,threecurators,one
tr~asurer,togetherwith a council of twelve members,and
that on thefirst Friday of Januarynext, betweenthehoursof
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two and five in theafternoon,asmanyof the membersof the
said societyas shall havepaid up their arrearsdue to the
society,andshall declaretheir willingnessto conform to the
laws, regulationsand ordinancesof the society then duly in
force, accordingto thetenorhereof,by subscribingthe same,
and who shall attend in the hail or placeof meetingof said
societywithin thetime aforesaid,shall chooseby ballot, agree-
ableto thefundamentallawsand regulationshereinbeforere-
ferred to, one president,threevice-president,four secretaries,
threecuratorsand one treasurer,and at the sametime and
placethemembersmet andqualifiedasaforesaidshall, in like
mannerchoosefourmembersfor thecouncil,to holdtheiroffices
for one year, four more membersfor the council, to hold
their offices for two years, and four more membersfor the
council, to hold their offices for threeyears. And on the first
Friday in January,which shall be in the yearof ourLord one
thousandseven hundred and eighty-two, and so likewise on
the first Friday of Januaryyearly and everyyear thereafter,
betweenthehoursof two and five in the afternoon,the mem-
bersof the said societymet and qualified as aforesaidshall
chooseone president,three vice-presidents,four secretaries,
threecuratorsandonetreasurer,to holdtheir respectiveoffices
for one year, and four councilmen,to hold their offices for
threeyears: Provided, That no person residing within the
United Statesshall be capableof being president,vice-presi-
dent, secretary,curator,treasureror memberof the council or
of electingto anyof thesaidofficeswho is not capableof elect-
ing andbeingelectedto civil offices within the statein which
heresides.

(SectionIX, P. L.) Providedalso, That nothinghereincon-
tained shall be consideredasintendedto excludeany of the
saidofficers or counsellors,whosetimes shallbe expired,from
beingre-elected,accordingto the pleasureof the saidsociety,
andof the day,hoursandplaceof all suchelectionsduenotice
shallbe givenby thesecretaries,or some one of them, in one
or more of thepublic newspapersof this state,agreeableto
thesaidfundamentallawsandregulationsbeforereferredto.

[SectionIV.] (SectionX, P.L.) Andbe it furtherenactedby
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theauthorityaforesaid,Thattheofficersandcouncilof thesaid
societyshallbe capableof exercisingsuchpowerfor thewell
governingandorderingtheaffairsof thesociety,andof holding
suchoccasionalmeetingsfor that purposeasshallbedescribed,
fixed and determinedby the statutes,laws, regulationsand
ordinancesof thesaid societyhereafterto bemade.

(SectionXI, P. L.) Providedalways, That no statute,law,
regulationorordinanceshalleverbemadeorpassedbythesaid
societyorbebindinguponthemembersthereof,orany of them,
unlessthesamebathbeenduly proposedand.fairly drawnup
in writing at onestatedmeetingof thesociety,andenactedor
passedat a subsequentmeetingat leastthe spaceof fourteen
daysafter the former meeting,and upon due notice in some
of the public newspapersthat the enactingof statutesand
laws, or the making and passingordinancesand regulations
will be part of the businessof suchmeeting; nor shall any
statute,law, regulationor ordinancebe thenor at any time
enactedor passedunlessthirteenmembersof the saidsociety,
or suchgreaternumberof membersasmaybeafterwardsfixed
by therules of thesociety,bepresent,besidessuchquorumof
theofficers and councilasthelaws of thesociety,for thetime
being,mayrequire,andunlessthesamebevotedby two-thirds
of thewhole body thenpresent;all which statutes,laws,ordi-
nanceandregulationsso asaforesaidduly made,enactedand
passed,shall bebinding on everymemberof thesaid society,
and be from time to timeinviolably observed,accordingto the
tenorandeffect thereof: Provided, They benot repugnantor
contraryto the lawsof this commonwealthfor thetime being
in forceandeffect.

(SectionXII, P. L.) Andwhereasnationstruly civilized (how-
everunhappilyat varianceon otheraccounts)will neverwage
war with the arts and sciencesand the commoninterestsof
humanity:

[Section V.] (SectionXIII, P. L.) Be it further enactedby
the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for
the said society,by their properofficers,at all times, whether
in peaceor war, to correspondwith learnedsocieties,aswell
as individual learnedmen, of any nation or country, upon
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mattersmerely belongingto the businessof the said society,
suchasthemutual communicationoftheir discoveriesandpro-
ceedingsin philosophyand science,the procuringbooks,appa-
ratus, natural curiositiesand suchother articles and intelli-
genceas are usually exchangedbetweenlearnedbodies, for
furtheringtheir common pursuits.

(SectionXIV, P.L.) Providedalways, Thatsuch‘correspond-
enceof thesaidsocietybeat all times opento theinspectionof
thesupremeexecutivecouncil of this commonwealth.

PassedMarch 15, 1780. See the x~otesto the Acts of Asse~bIy
passedMarch 29, 1779, Chapter832; November27, 1779,Chapter871.
RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 36&, &c.

CHAPTER DCCCXCV.

AN ACT TO CURE A DEFECT IN AN ACT OF ASSEMBLY ENTITLED “AN
ACT TO CONFIRM THE ESTATESAND INTERESTSOF THE COLLEGE,
ACADEMY, AND CHARITABLE SCHOOL OF THE CITY OF PHILADEL-
PHIA AND TO ALTER AND AMEND THE CHARTERS THEREOF CON-
FORMABLY TO THEREVOLUTION, AND TEE CONSTITUTION OF THIS
COMMONWEALTH; AND TO ERECT THE SAME INTO AN UNIVER-
SITY;” AND ALSO AN ERROR IN THE DATE OF ANOTHER ACT OF
ASSEMBLY ENTITLED “A SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT ENTITLED’ AN
ACT FOR THE ATTAINDER OF DIVERS TRAITORS IF THEY RENDER
NOT THEMSELVES BY A CERTAIN DAY AND FOR VESTING THEIR
ESTATES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH AND FOR MORE EFFECTUALLY
DISCOVERINGTHE SAME, AND FOR ASCERTAINING LAND SATISFY-
ING] THE LAWFUL DERTS AND CLAIMS THEREUPON.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasin an act of assemblypassedon
the twenty-seventhday of Novemberlast, entitled “An act to
confirm theestatesand interestsof thecollege, academyand
charitable school of the city of Philadelphia, andto amend
and alter the chartersthereof conformably to the revolution
and the constitution of this commonwealth,and to erect the
sameinto an university,” 1 the word collegewas,through mis-
take insertedin the sixteenthsectionthereof, insteadof the
word university, by reasonwhereof the authority intendedto

1Chapter871.


