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soeverhad, made,sufferedor doneunderthe said act of as-
semblyshallbedeemedasvalid andeffectualin the law to all
intentsand purposesasif the saiderror or mistakebadnot
beenmade.

PassedMarch 16, 1780. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 365, &c.

CHAPTER DCCCXCVI.

AN ACT TO PREVENT TRESPASSESAND WASTE FROM BEING COM~
MITTED UPON THE LANDS OF ABSENT PERSONS,AND UPONVACANT
AND UNAPPROPRIATEDlANDS.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasdivers disorderlypersonshave,of
late entereduponthelandsof personsresidingbeyondthesea
or without theboundsof this state,and uponlandsout of the
possessionof any particularperson,and upon lands reputed
to bevacantor unappropriatedunderpretenceof certainclaims
and rights or otherwiseand have committedgreat trespasses
andwastethereonby felling of timber:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasit is likely that some of the
lands aforesaidare the proper estateof the commonwealth,
andthosebelongingto absentpersonsoughtin this timeof war,
when intercoursewith Europeand other foreign countriesis
much interrupted,to be preservedfrom the trespassesand
wasteaforesaid:

[SectionI.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
andby theauthorityof thesame, Thatif anypersonorpersons
whatsoeverunderpretenseof anyclaim or right derivedfrom
the late proprietariesor without any title shall enter upon
the lands of any personor personsresiding beyondseas,or
without the boundsof this stateor uponlandsout of thepos-
sessionof anyparticularpersonor uponlandswhich arevacant
or unappropriated,or reputedto be vacantor unappropriated
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andshall commit anytrespassor wastethereon,everyperson
so offending,his or her aidersandabettorsshall not only be
liable to theowneror ownersof suchlandor to thecommon-
wealth for treble damagesas tenantscommitting wastefor
such.trespassandwastebut, moreover,shall beguilty of a mis-
demeanorand upon conviction thereofshall be fined andim-
prisonedat the discretionof the court [of quartersessionsor
othercourt] whereinsuchconvictionshallbehad.

[SectionII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That for and during the continu-
anceof this act no surveyoror otherpersonshall presumeto
measure,surveyor locate any right or claim to land asafore-
said unlesshe be authorizedso to do by the speciallicenseof
the presidentor vice-presidentin council underthe less seal,
who, upondueproofof theequitythereof,maygrantthesame,
andeverysurvey,locationor appropriationof landmadewith-
out suchlicensebe first obtained,and unlessa return of the
surveythereuponmadeshallbe madeinto theoffice of the sec-
retaryof thesupremeexecutivecouncilwithin six monthsafter
thesameshallbemadeshallbeutterlynull andvoid.

(SectionV. P. L.) And in order to correctasIar asmaybe
themischiefswhich may havearisenor mayariseto the com-
monwealthby clandestinesurveysand undue appropriations
of vacantor waste landsmadesince the fourth day of July,
whichwasin theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhundred
and seventy-six:

[Section III.] (SectionVI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,That no surveyor appropriationof vacant
or unappropriatedlandswhich hasbeenmadewithin this state
sincethefourth dayof July, which wasin theyearof ourLord
onethousandsevenhundredandseventy-six,shallbeavailable
in law or equity or shallbeconsideredasvestingany estatein
suchland unlessthe dateand otherparticularsof the same,
togetherwith a clear descriptionof the right or claim upon
whichit wasmadeshallbe enteredin theoffice of the secretary
of thesupremeexecutivecouncil within thetimes hereinafter
limited; Thatis to say,in casesuchsurveyhasbeenmadein
the countiesof Bedford,Northumberlandor Westmorelandbe-
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fore thefirst daypf Januarynext, andin casesuchsurveyhas
beenmadein anyothercountybeforethefirst dayof November
next.

[SectionIV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) Providedalways,and be
it further enactedby theauthority aforesaid,.That suchentry
in theoffice of thesaidsecretaryshallnot give and [sic] [any]
relief or benefitto any personto which heor shewasnot enti-
tled beforethepassingof this act.

[SectionV.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That this act shall continueand
be in forcefor and duringninemonthsandfrom thenceto the
end of the nextsessionof the generalasemblyand no longer.

PassedMarch 17, 1780. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 366, &c.

CHAPTERDCCCXCVII.

AN ACT TO RENDER THE REVENUE ARISING FROM THE EXCISE ON
WINE AND SPIRITSAND ON LICENSESTO BE GRANTED TO PUBLIC
HOUSESEFFECTIVEAND EQUAL TO THE PUBLIO NECESSITIES.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,in and by an act of assemblyof
the late province of Pennsylvania,passedin the yearof our
Lord onethousandsevenhundredandfifty-six it wasdirected
that an exciseshouldbe levied, collectedandpaidthroughout
the said province for the purposestherein mentioned,for all
rum, brandyand otherspirits sold, drawn,sharedor bartered
by any personor personswhatsoever,in any quantity under
seventygallons and for all winessold, drawn, sharedor bar-
teredby anypersonor personswhatsoeverunderthequantity
of one-hogshead;suchquantitiesto bedeliveredatonetime and
to onepersonatanytimefrom andafterthefirst dayof October,
which wasin theyearof our Lord onethousandsevenhundred
and fifty-six, for and during the spaceof ten yearsthen next
following, and for so long after as should be necessaryto
answerthe purposesfor which the said excisewas appropri-
ated,at therateof four penceper gallon andsoproportionably


