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ChAPTER CMXI.

AN ACT TO SUSPEND THE OPERATIONFOR A LIMITED TIME OF THE
SEVERAL LAWS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR MAKING THE BILLS
OF CREDIT OF THE UNITED STATES A LEGAL TENDER IN THEPAY-
MENT OF DEBTS EQUAL TO GOLD AND SILVER.1

~SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,certain of the bills of credit
emittedby the honorablethe Congressof the United Colonies
or Statesof America havehitherto beenby the laws of this
statea legal tender in the paymentof all debts, duesand
contractsequal to gold and silver: And whereas,the total
repealof the said actsor the further continuanceof the said
bills as a legal tenderequalto gold and silver might, in the
presentsituationof affairs, be attendedwith manyand great
inconveniences:

Forremedywhereofanduntil somemodemoresuitedto the
interestandcircumstancesof thepartiesconcernedbedevised:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby
enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
Tvealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authority of thesame,That from andafterthepassingof this
act so much of the severalactsof assemblyof this stateas
makethe said bills of credit a legal tenderequalto gold and
silver shallbeand they areherebysuspendedfor and during
the spaceof threemonths,and from thenceuntil the endof
thenextsitting of thegeneralassembly.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalways, Thatthis
act, nor anything hereincontained,shall extend or be con-
struedto extendto any debt, contract,bargainor agreement
had, madeor enteredinto sincethefirst dayof November,one
thousandsevenhundredand seventy-nine,or to any debtor
demandwhereuponany distress[may] bemadeoruponwhich
any action or suit shall be commencedin any court of law
within this state,or to any sheriff, attorney in law or fact,

1SeeAct of January29, 1777,Chapter738.
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executor,guardianor other personhavingreceivedmoneyby
legal authority in right of another,but that it shall andmay
be lawful to makepaymentin all suchcasesas might have
beendonebeforethepassingthis act.
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CHAPTERCMXII.

~ ACT FOR FUNDING AND REDEEMING THE BILLS OF CREDIT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND FORPROVIDING MEANS TO
BRING THE PRESENTWAR TO A HAPPY CONCLUSION.

(SectionI, P. L.) WhereasthehonorabletheCongressof the
United Statesof America, by their act of the eighteenthday
of March last, haveresolvedandrecommendedto theseveral
statesin the words following, That is to say: TheseUnited
Stateshavingbeendriveninto this just and necessarywar at
a time whenno regular [civil] governmentswere established
of sufficient energy to enforcethe collection of taxesor to
provide funds for the redemptionof suchbills of credit as
their necessitiesobliged themto issue, and beforethe powers
of Europewere sufficiently convinced of the justice of their
causeor of the probableevent of the controversyto afford
themaid or credit, in consequenceof which their bills increas-
ing in quantity beyondthe sum necessaryfor the purPOseof
a circulating medium and wantingat the sametime specific
funds to rest on for their redemption,they have seenthem
daily sink in value,notwithstandingeveryeffort that hasbeen
madeto supportthe same,insomuchthat theyarenow passed
by common consentin most partsof theseUnited Statesat
leastthirty-nine fortiethsbelow their nominalvalue,andstill
remain in a state of depreciation,whereby the community


