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Laws of the First Sitting of theFifth GeneralAssemblyof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvania,which met atPhiladelphia
on Tuesday,thetwenty-thirddayof October,in theyear1780.

CHAPTER CMXX.

AN ACT TO SETTLEAND ADJUST THE ACCOUNTS OF THE TROOPS OF
THIS SPATE IN THE SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSESTHEREIN MENTIONED.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereas,from a variety of causes,the
United Stateshavenot beenableto comply with theirengage-
mentsheretoforemadeto the officers and private men of the
Pennsylvanialine, whichhathoccasionedgreatinjury to those
troops, to whosevirtuousexertionsAmericais muchindebted:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Beit thereforeenactedandit
is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, and
by theauthorityofthesame,Thatthesupremeexecutivecoun-
eu be andthey areherebyauthorizedand directedto appoint
threeauditorsto settlethedepreciationof thepay accountsof
all theofficers andprivate men of thePennsylvanialine from
the first~day of January, one thousandseven hundred and
seventy-seven,to thefirst day of August,one thousandseven
hundred and eighty, and the said auditors, or any two of
them,areherebyempoweredand directedto estimatein specie
all sumsof continentalmoneyreceivedby thesaidofficersand
private men on accountof their paywithin the period afore-
saidagreeableto a scaleof depreciationhereinaftermentioned
andcontained.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thatthe saidauditors,or any two
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of them, areherebyempoweredand directedto give to the of-
ficers and private men to whom pay on shch settlementas
aforesaidshall be found due, certificatesspecifying the sums
due in specie,which certificatesshall be receivedand consid-
eredasequalto specie,in paymentof the estateshereinafter
mentionedanddirectedto be sold.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid, That all confiscatedestatesnot
alreadysold or appropriatedto public useshall, on the first
day of July next,or assoonafterasmay beconvenient,bedis-
posedof at public salefor the highestprice, which salethe
supremeexecutive council are hereby directedto order the
agentsfor confiscatedestatesto make,giving duenoticethereof,
andthe said agentsareherebydirectedto receivein payment
for the estateswhich theyshallsell asaforesaid,specieor bills
of credit of this state equivalentthereto, or the certificates
aforesaid,which salesshall be madeupon the sameterms of
paymentas.haveheretoforebeendirectedin the saleof other
confiscatedestates.

[SecUonIV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatin orderto preventthecertifi-
catesof theprivatemenof the line aforesaidfrom beingcoun-
terfeited,orbecomingobjectsof speculation,no transferor as-
signmentof the sameshall be good and valid in law, unless
attestedby the officer commandingtheregimentto which said
privatesshallbelong.

[Section V.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That in casethe possessoror pos-
sessorsof the said certificatesshall think properto purchase
unlocatedlands belonging to this statewith the same,then
and in suchcaseit shall and may be lawful for the comms-
~ionersor otherproperofficersof thelandoffice, so soonasthe
said office shall be openedby law, and they are hereby di-
rectedto receivethe saidcertificatesso unpaidequalin value
to speciein paymentfor the landssopurchasedfrom thesaid
land office, which lands purchasedwith and paid for in the
certificatesaforesaidareto be ratedandgrantedat the same
price at which unlocatedlands shall or may be rated and
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grantedto any personor personstenderinggold or silver or
currencyequivalentthereto.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the said auditorsshall, in
like manner,settleandadjustthe accountsof all officers and
private men ~f the line aforesaidwho havefallen or died in
theserviceduringthesaidperiod;andtheirwidows andchild-
renshall beentitledto suchcertificatesandto all the benefits
andadvantagesherebygrantedto theofficersandprivatemen
now in thesaidline.

[Section VII.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That the officers and pri-
vatemenof thestatenavynow in actualserviceshall andare
herebydeclaredto be equally entitled to all benefitsand al-
lowancesextendedto the Pennsylvanialine by this act, and
all officers and soldiers of this statetaken prisonersin the
actualserviceof this ortheUnitedStatesshalllikewisebecon-
sideredas being within the intent and meaningof this act
so far asto beentitledto all thebenefitsandadvantageshereby
grantedandextendedto the officers andprivatesof thePenn-
sylvanialine aforesaid.

[SectionVIII.] (SectionIX, P. L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the auditorsaforesaidpre-
vious to their enteringon the dutiesrequiredof them by this
act, shall severallytakethe following oathor affirmation, to
wit:

“I, A. B., do swearor affirm (as the casemaybe) that I will
well and truly perform all and singularthe duties required
of me by the act,entitled ‘An actto settleandadjusttheac-
countsof the troops of this state(meaningPennsylvania)in
the serviceof theUnited Statesandfor otherpurposestherein
mentioned,’to thebestof my knowledgeandabilities, without
partiality or respectto anypersonorpersonswhatsoever.”

And the auditorsaforesaidareherebyfully authorizedand
directedto settlethe aforesaidaccountsupon oathor affirma-
tion, which oathor affirmation shallbe by them administered.

[Section IX.] (SectionX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
~ the authority aforesaid,That this or any future assembly,
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notwithstandingtheprovisionmadeasaforesaid,may or shall,
if theythink proper,call in all suchcertificatesgiven and. not
redeemedasaforesaidand payoff thesamein specieor other
currentmoney equivalent.

[SectionX.] (SectionXI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatin caseanyof theconfiscated
estatesabovementionedshall be sold and paid for in specie
orothercurrentmoney,thentheagentsaforesaidshallpaythe
said moneysso receivedto the treasurerof this state,which
he is herebydirectedto reservefor redeemingthe certificates
aforesaid,which shall remainunpaidin suchmanneras the
generalassemblyshallorderand direct. And all certificates
receivedby theagentsaforesaidandcommissionersof theland
office by virtue of this act shall be by them deliveredto the
treasureraforesaid,who is herebydirectedto keepthe same,
to be cancelledand destroyedin suchmaner asthe general
assemblyshallorderanddirect.

[SectionXI.] (SectionXII, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatthe following scaleof depre-
ciation shall be the rule by which the said auditors shall be
governedin the settlementaforesaid:

OneThousandSevenHundredand Seventy-seven.
January,one andahalf.
February,oneandahalf.
March, two.
April, two andahalf.
May, two andahalf.
June,two anda half.
July, three.
August, three.
September,three.
October,three,
November,three.
December,four.

OneThousandSevenHundredandSeventy-Eight.
January,four.
February,five.
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March,five.
April, six.
May, five.
June,four.
July, four.
August,five.
September,five.
October,five.
November,six.
December,six.

OneThousandSevenHundredand Seventy-nine.
January,eight.
February,ten.
March, tenanda half.
April, seventeen.
May, twenty-four.
June,twenty.
July, nineteen.
August,twenty.
September,twenty-four.
October,thirty.
November,thirty-eight and an halt.
December,forty-oneandanhalf.

One ThousandSeven Hundredand Eighty.

January,forty andanhalf.
February,forty-sevenandan half.
March,sixty-oneandanhalf.
April, sixty-oneandanhalf.
May, fifty-nine.
June,sixty-oneandanhalf.
July, sixty-four andanhalf.
[Section XII.] (SectionXIII, P. L.) And be it further en-

actedby the authority aforesaid, That the auditorsaforesaid
shallbe entitledto receivethe samepayandallowanceasthe
auditorsofthis stateappointedby thelegislaturefor thesettle-
mentof thepublic accowits.

[SectionXIII.] (SectionXIV, P. L.) And be it further en-
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actedby theauthority aforesaid,Thatprintedcertificatesshall
be providedby directionof the supremeexecutivecouncil in
such manner and form as they shall judge necessaryand
properand deliveredto the auditorsaforesaid,to be by them
appliedto theusesandpurposeshereinbeforedirected.

PassedDecember 18, 1780. See the Acts of Assembly passed
April 10, 1781, Chapter941; October1, 1781, Chapter955; March
12, 1783, Chapter 1007; March 21, 1783, Chapter1024; March 25,
178~,Chapter1219. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 404, &c.

CHAPTER CMXXI.

A SUPPLEMENTTO AN ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR FUNDING AND
REDEEMING THE BILLS OF CREDIT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND FOR PROVIDING MEANS TO BRING THE PRESENT
WAR TO AN HAPPY CONCLUSION.” 1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit is the duty of the representa-
tives of the freemen of this stateto provide adequatefunds
for redeemingand cancellingthe eighth part of the new bills
of credit emittedor to beemitted by Congressin consequence
of their act of the eighteenthday of March last, amounting
to onemillion two hundredand fifty thousanddollarsof the
valueof four shillingsandsix pencesterling each,or somany
thereofas may be issued,togetherwith the interestthereon,
to accrueasmentionedin theactto which thisactis a supple-
ment: ~

Therefore: ~ ~

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Beit enactedandit is hereby
enactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the Com-
monwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssembly met, and
bytheauthorityof thesame,Thatthe’sumof ninety-threethou-
sandsix hundredandforty poundstenshillingsshallberaised,
leviedand paid in eachand every [of] thenext [six] succeed-
ing yearson thepersonsand estatesof the inhabitantsof the

1Passed3une1, 1780, Chapter918.


