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asaforesaidshall be admitted as a competentwitnessin all
caseson thetrial of offendersagainstthis act,any law, custom
or usageto thecontraryin anywisenotwithstanding.

PassedDecember19, 1780. Seethenote to theAct of Assembly
passedJune1, 1780, Chapter912, andthe Acts of Assemblypassed
June 21, 1781, Chapter945; June 25, 1781, Chapter948; January
31, 1783, Chapter1003; March 25, 1785, Chapter1140; March18, 1786,
Chapter1214. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 406, &c.

CHAPTER CMXXII.

AN ACT TO PERMIT THE EXPORTATION OF FLOUR OF WHEAT FROM
THIS STATE BY SEA UNDER CERTAIN LIMITATIONS AND RESTRIC-
TIONS.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasprohibitions on the exportation
of provisionsmust ever be injurious to this countryexceptin
yearsof scarcity,and asthis causeof thelate embargoesis in
somemeasureremovedby thegreaterplenty wherewithit bath
pleasedProvidenceto blesstheland, andastheability of this
stateto furnishits quotaof suppliesfor carryingon a just and
necessarywardependsmateriallyon thefreedomof trade:

And whereas,by an act of assemblypassedon the twenty-
eighthdayof Februarylast,entitled“An actfor laying an em-
bargo on the exportationof provisions from this stateby sea
for a limited time,” ~the exportationfrom this stateby sea
of all provisionsfor the food of man, was, from and afterthe
publicationthereofuntil thefirst day of Septemberfollowing,
forbidden underthe penaltiesand forfeituresin the said act
providedand contained:

And whereas,thesaidacthavingexpiredby its own limita-
tio~was, by anotheract of assembly,passedon thetwenty-
secondday of Septemberlast, revivedand continuedfor and
duringthetermof six monthsandfrom thenceto theendof th~
nextsitting of thegeneralassembly:

1PassedFebxuary28, 1780’, Chapter876.
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[Section I.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
and by the authority of the same, That it shall and may be
lawful, during the continuanceof the said embargo,thesaid-
recited actsnotwithstanding,to lade and export by sea,out
of this state,flour of wheat,the samebeingfirst inspectedand
found to be good and merchantableand packedaccordingto
law, in the mannerand upon the conditions and under the
regulationshereinafterprovidedand set forth, and not other-
wise. That is to say: In every~ship or other vessel, truly
andbonafide armed,fitted and providedwith six or morecar-
riagegunsandsuitableammunitionfor the same,eachof the
saidgunsto be of suchcaliberasto be capableof discharging
an iron ball weighingat leastthreepoundsavoirdupois,and
the said vesselto be mannedwith twenty seamenandother
personsof the age of eighteenyears or more each, for and
during the intendedvoyage,who shall be actuallyhired and
employedfor the defenseandserviceof suchvessel,anyquan-
tity of suchflour notexceedingfourhundredhundredsweightof
onehundredandtwelve poundsto the hundred. In everyship
or othervesseltruly andbonafide fitted andprovidedwith ten
or morecarriagegunsand suitableammunitionfor the same,
eachof the said carriageguns to be of suchcaliberasto be
capableof receiving and dischargingan iron ball weighing
at leastfour poundsavoirdupois,the said.vesselto bemanned
with thirty seamenandother personsof the ageof eighteen
yearsor more, actually hired and employed for the defense
andserviceof suchvessel,for andduring theintendedvoyage,
anyquantityof suchflour notexceedingonethousandhundreds
weight as aforesaid. In every ship and other vessel truly
andbonafidearmed,fitted andprovidedwith fourteenor more
carriageguns and suitableammunition for the same,eachof
thesaidgunsto be of suchcaliberasto becapableof receiving
and dischargingan iron ball weighing at leastfour pounds
avoirdupois,the said vesselto be mannedwith not less than
forty seamenand otherpersonsof the age of eighteenyears
or more, actuallyhired and employedin the defenseand ser-
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vice of suchvessel,for and during the intendedvoyage,any
quantityof flour thatsuchvesselcanreasonablyladeandcarry.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatno flour designedfor exporta-
tion in pursuanceof this act shall be ladenon boardof any
ship or vesselbeforethe masterof such ship or vesselshall
deliver to the naval officer of the port of Philadelphiaa me-
morial in writing, thereinexpressingandsetting forth suchde-
sign, the nameand kind of vessel,her size [orj tonnage,the
nameandnamesof theowneror owners,andtheplaceof their
severalabodes,the numberand sizeof thecarriagegunswith
which suchvesselis or is intendedto be armedand fitted,
andthenumberof seamenandothersasaforesaidthat hewill
hireandemploy duringtheintendedvoyage,togetherwith the
quantity of flour he is desirousto lade, and requestingthe
said naval officer to granthis permit for the lading thereof;
in which said memorial whateverrespectsnumber shall be
expressedin words at length, and not in figures;whereupon,
thesaidnavalofficer havingfirst takena bondto the common-
wealth from the saidmasterand two sufficient residentsure-
ties, eachobligeeboundseverallyaswell asjointly, for atleast
doublethevalueof suchflour designedto be shippedasafore-
said, conditionedfor thetrue andfaithful complianceof said
masterandthe ownersof suchvessel,with the severalrequi-
sites, regulationsand limitations of this act, the said naval
officer shall granta permit for the lading of such quantity
of flour asis in suchcaseallowedbythis act.

(SectionIV, P. L.) Provided always, Thatno permit shall
be available for lading of any flour in pursuanceof this act
unlessthesameshallbe shippedin thepropervesselandwithin
forty daysafterthedateof suchpermit,norunlesssuchlading
be in the day time and at someunenclosedwharf within the
city of Philadelphia. Provided also, That no suit shall be
broughton anybondtakenasaforesaidunlesswithin two years
afterthe date.

[Section III.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That in any suit which may be
brought on any bond takenasaforesaidby thenaval officer,
theburdenof theproof shall lie uponthe obligeesor obligee,
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defendantsor defendantin suchsuit and not upon the state;
and it shall be sufficient on thepart of the commonwealth,in
orderto recoverin suchactionto allegeanypropermatterfor
that purposewithout provingthesame.

(SectionVI, P. L.) Andwhereas,it is theintentandmeaning
of the legislaturethat the shipping of flour in pursuanceof
this actshallnot distressthepublic serviceor interceptproper
suppliesfor the army; and it is reasonablethat thosewho
partakeof the advantagesherein given should make some
recompensefor the same:

[Section IV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) Be’ it thereforeenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That beforeany ship or vesselon
which any flour shall be ladenin pursuanceof this act, shall
beclearedout themasterof suchship or vesselshall produce
tothesaidnavalofficeracertificate,to befiled bythesaidnaval
officer, from the proper [officer] to be appointedby thepresi-
dentand council for that purpose,acknowledgingthe receipt,
or, in casethe sameshall not be accepted,the tender of a
quantityof goodmerchantableflour of wheatfor theuseof the
public equalto one-thirdpart [of] the quantityof flour laden
in suchvessel,thesameto bepaid for at the marketprice,at
the time of delivery. Provided, That the supremeexecutive
council shall be and herebyis vestedwith powerto take off
thefirst above-mentionedrestrictionwhenit appearsto them
that thequotaof flour desiredby Congressof this stateis pro-
videdorfor otherreasonsby themdeemedsufficient.

[Section V.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Providedalso, and be it
furtherenactedbytheauthorityaforesaid,Thatnothingin this
act shall be construedto dischargethe masterof any ship or
othervessellading flour in pursuanceof this actfrom exhibit-
ing and delivering to the said naval officer a fair and true
manifestof thelading of suchship or othervessel,or from at-
testingto the same,or from giving bond for the due lading
thereofor any otherrequisiteof the act of assembly,entitled
“An act for the regulation of navigation and trade in this
state,”1passedon thetenth day of September,one thousand
sevenhundredandseventy-eight.

1PassedSeptember10, 1778,Chapter818.
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[SectionVI.] And it is herebyfurther enacted,Thatif such
mastershallneglectto performthesaidrequisites,suchneglect
shall be aforfeiture of thebondtakenfrom him andhis sure-
ties beforehewaspermittedto ladeflour in pursuanceof this
act.

[SectionVII.] (SectionIX, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid, That the fines, penaltiesand for-
feituresprovidedfor offensesagainstthis act andtheact first
hereinrecitedfor laying an embargoandrevivingandcontinu-
ing the same,shall be imposedand levied on all personsand
shipsandtheir lading,this actnotwithstanding,unlessit shall
be madeappearto the satisfactionof the court andjury that
theconditions,regulationsandlimitationsof this acthavebeen
fully compliedwith.

[SectionVIII.] Lastly, it is declaredthat nothingin this act
is intendedto restrainor limit the powergivenby theconstitu-
tion to the presidentand council to lay embargoeswhenever
theythink proper.

PassedDecember22, 1780’. Seethe noteto the Act of Assembly
passedFebruary28, 1780’, Chapter876; andthe Acts of Assembly
passedFebruary27, 1781, Chapter928; June7, 1781, Chapter948.
RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 407, &c.

CHAPTER CMXXIII.

AN ACT TO REVIVE AND AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT TO
SUSPENDTHE OPERATION FOR A LIMITED TIME OF THE SEVERAL
LAWS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR MAKING THE BILLS OF
CREDIT OF THE UNITED STATES A LEGAL TENDER IN THE PAY-
MENT OF DEBTS EQUAL TO GOLD AND SILVER,” 1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereastheabove-recitedact,entitled“An
act to suspendtheoperationfor a limited time of the several
laws of this commonwealthfor making the bills of credit of
theUnited statesa legaltenderin thepaymentof debthequal
to goldandsilver,” 1 passedthethirty-first dayof May lastpast,

1PassedMay 31, 1180~,Chapter911.


