
1781] The Statulesat Large ofPennsylvania. 283

of Philadelphia,and to extendthe said act to the adjoining
township of Bristol, in thesamecounty, andto preventswine
from runningat largewithin thesaidtownshipsfor a limited
time, hathbeenfound a necessaryandbeneficial law for the
landholdersandinhabitantsof thesaiddistrict:

And whereasthe saidacthasexpiredby its own limitation:
[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted,and

it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
and by the authority of the same, That from and after the
passingof this actthesaidrevisedact andeveryclause,matter
and thing therein contained,the clauseof limitation and the
fourth section directing the penalty only excepted,shall be
and is herebyrevivedas fully asif thesamewashereinpar-
ticularly recited,and shall continueuntil the first day of No-
vembernext,andno longer.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P.L.) Providedalways,andbe it
further enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatinsteadof the
penaltyof ten poundsby the said act directedto be levied for
everybeastsufferedto run at large contraryto the directions
thereof,there shall be levied for and during thecontinuance
of this actthesumof twenty shillings.

PassedApril 2, 1781. RecordedL. B. No. 1, P. 421, etc. Seethe
Actso~AssemblypassedApril 5, 1779, Chapter840; March ia, 1780,
Chapter892.

CHAPTER CMXXXV.

AN ACT DIRECTING THE MODE OF AD3USTING AND SETTLING THE
PAYMENT OF DEBTS AND CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO AND MADE
BEWEEN THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY, ONE THONSAND SEVEN
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN, AND THE FIRST DAY OF MARCH,
ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-ONE, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSESTHEREIN MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,thegoodpeopleof this statelabor
undermany inconveniencesfor want of somerule wherebyto~
settleandadjustthe paymentof debtsand contractsentered
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into andmadebetweenthe first dayof January,one thousand
sevenhundredand seventy-seven,and the first day of March,
one thousandseven hundredand eighty-one,many of which
areyet dueandunsatified,andit seemsjust andreasonablethat
some rule should be by law establishedfor liquidating and
adjustingthesameso asto do justiceaswell to the debtorsas
creditors:

[Section I.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted,and
it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
andbythe authorityof thesame,Thatfrom andafterthepass-
ing of this act all debtsand contractsof what natureor kind
soeverenteredinto or madewithin the period aforesaidnow
remainingdueandunfulfilled for the paymentof money,shall
be liquidated, settled and adjustedagreeableto a scale of
depreciationhereinaftermentionedand contained:That is to
say, by reducingthe amount of all suchdebtsand contracts
to the truevaluein specieat the daysor times the samewere
incurredor enteredinto; and, upon paymentof the saidvalue
so found in specieor othermoney equivalent,the debtorsor
contractorsshall be foreverdischargedof and from the said
debtsor contracts,any law, customor usageto thecontraryin
anywisenotwithstanding.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thattheproviso clausein the sus-
pensionactof thethirty-first day of May, one thousandseven
hundredandeighty, continuedby a supplementof thetwenty-
secondday of September,one thousandseven hundred and
eighty, and alsotheproviso clauseof thesuspensionact of the
twentieth day of February,one thousandsevenhundredand
eighty-one,so far asthe sametakesoff orrestrainstheenacting
clausein thesaid. laws in caseof paymentof any debtor de-
mandwhereuponanydistressmaybemadeor uponwhich any
action or suit shall be commencedin any court of law within
this stateshallbeandthe sameareherebyrepealed,anything
in thesaidproviso clausesto the contrarynotwithstanding.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) Andbe it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That in all casesbetweendebtors
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and creditorsfor debts or demandsdue and payable or in-
curredon or beforethefirst dayof March, onethousandseven
hundredand eighty-one,where the partiescannototherwise
agree,it shall andmaybe lawful for anycourt of law and for
any justiceof thepeace(in casesof debtsand demandscogni-
zablebeforeone justiceof thepeace),upontheprayerof either
party, to appoint three or more auditors in presenceof the
partiesif they will, upon reasonablenotice attend,otherwise
upon proof of suchnotice to the court or justice to appoint
the said auditors,ex parte, in mannerfollowing, to wit: By
naminga treble raumberand eachof the partiesto strike out
one alternatelyuntil thenumberto be appointedonly remain
in nomination,and in caseof non-attendanceof either party,
the clerk of suchcourtorthejusticeof thepeaceto strikefor
the absentparty; which auditorsso appointedshallhavefull
powerandauthority, upon noticeto theparties,to meet,hear
andexaminethepartiesuponinterrogatoriesandalsosuchwit-
nesses,papersand proofof theparties,as shallbe to themad-
duced,andthereuponliquidate, adjustand settle all debtsor
demandsand other controversiessubsistingbetweenthe par-
ties agreeableto the directions of this act where that can
be done, but in caseswhere the act shall not apply, then to
settleand adjustthe sameaccordingto equity and good con-
scienceupon due considerationhad of thenatureandcircum-
stancesof the case,but the said auditorsshall not haveany
poweror authority,in caseswherepartialpaymentshavebeen
madein money then currentto reducesuchpayment. And
the said auditors,whereany tenderhasbeenmadebeforethe
first dayof March, onethousandsevenhundredandeighty-one,
in moneycurrent,shall not allow the creditormore thanthe
value of his debt reducedto specie,at the time when such
tenderwasmade;andwhereit shallappearto the saidaudit-
ors that any debtorwho hadwillingly receivedbills of credit
madecurrentin paymentof his debts,~nd wasalso prepared
andreadyto paythe sum due by him in suchmoney,but was
preventedby the creditorabsconding,concealinghis bondsor
papersor secretlyassigningthem or suchlike evasions,in all
suchcasesthe debtor’ shallhavethe benefitof a legal tender;
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and the said auditors,upon settling and adjusting all such
debtsor demands,shall makereportto the court or justice,as
thecasemayrequire,which report shallbe of the sameforce
andeffect asa verdictof ajury in thecase,andthecourt or jus-
tice shallenterjudgmenton suchreport.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthefollowing scaleof deprecia-
tion shall be the rule to determinethe value of the several
debts,contractsanddemandsin this actmentioned,compared
with silver andgold:

OneThousandSevenHundredSeventy-seven.

January,one anda half.
February,oneanda half.
March, two.
April, two andahalf.
May,two anda half.
June,two anda half.
July, three.
August, three.
September,three.
October,three.
November,three.
December,four.

OneThousandSevenHundredSeventy-eight.
January,four.
February,five.
March, five.
April, six.
May, five.
June,four.
July, four.
August, five.
September,five.
October,five.
November,six.
December,six.
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OneThousandSevenHundredand Seventy-nine.
January,eight.
February,ten.
March, tenandanhalf.
April, seventeen.
May, twenty-four.
June,twenty.
July, nineteen.
August,twenty.
September,twenty-four.
~October,thirty.
November,thirty-eight and anhalf.
December,forty-oneandanhalf.

OneThousandSevenHundredand Eighty.
January,forty andanhalf.
February,forty-sevenandanhalf. -

March, sixty-oneandan half.
April, sixty-oneandan half.
May, fifty-nine.
June,sixty-oneand an half.
.Ju]y, sixty-four andanhalf.
August,seventy.
September,seventy-two.
October,seventy-three.
November,seventy-four.
December,seventy-five.

One ThousandSeven Hundredand Eighty.one.
January,seventy-five.
February, seventy-five.
[SectionV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enacted

~bythe authorityaforesaid, That the act, entitled “A supple-
ment to an act for the more easyrecoveryof small debts,”~
passedon theninth day of October,one thousandsevenhun-
dred andseventy-nine,be andthe sameis herebyrepealedand
madevpid.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted

1PassedOctober9, 1779, Chapter862.
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by the authorityaforesaid,Thattheact,entitled “An actfor
limitation of actions,”1passedthetwenty-seventhdayof March,
one thousandseven hundred and thirteen, shall not run or
operateduring thetime courtsof justicewereshutin this state,
nor during the time of anysuspensionact of this statein any
action or distressprohibitedto be madeor brought by such
act,underthepenaltyof taking depreciatedmoneyin full pay-
ment.

PassedApril 3, 1781. RecordedL. B. Na. 1, p. 422, etc. Seethe
Acts of AssemblypassedFebruary20, 1781, Chapter927; June21,
1781, Chapter945.

CHAPTERCMXXXVI.

AN AC-T TO PREVENT THE EXPORTATIONOF BREAD AND FLOUR NOT
MERCHANTABLE, AND FOR REPEALING AT A CERTAIN TIME ALL
THE LAWS HERETOFOREMADE FOR THAT PURPOSE.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,theregulationshithertomadefor
the inspectionof breadandflour havenot beenquite effectual
and a variety of laws on the samesubjecttendto misleadthe
people:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
andby the authority of the same, Thatthe act,entitled“An
actto preventtheexportationof breadandflour not merchant-
able,” ~ passedthe fourteenthday of October, one thousand
sevenhundredandthirty-three(exceptingthat partof it which
repealsthe actthereinmentionedandcalled an act to prevent
theexportationof breadand flour not merchantable),and the
act,entitled “A supplementto the act,entitled ‘An actto pre-
venttheexportationof breadandflour not merchantable,and
to the act which is an amendmentthereof,’“~ passedon the
sixth [sic] [ninth] day of October,one thousandsevenhun-

1 PassedMarch 27, 1718, Chapter196.
2 PassedOctober11, 1788, Chapter3~2.
3 PassedOctober9, 1779, Chapter855.


