
1781] The S1a1uz~esat Large ofFen~isylva.nia. 401

CHAPTER CMLXII.

AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE BETTER
EMPLOYMENT OF THE POOR OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, THE
DISTRICT OF SOIJTHWARK, THE TOWNSHIPS OF MOYAMENSING-,
PASSYUNK AND THE NORTHERN LtBERTIES,1 AND TO REVIVE
AND PERPETUATEAN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF
OF THE POOR,”a AND FOR REPEALING TWO OTHER ACTS HEREIN
MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P.L.) Whereas,thepoorwithin thecity of Phila-
cleiphia,the district of Southwarkandtownshipsof Moyamen-
sing andtheNorthernLibertieshavebecomevery burdensome
and expensiveto the inhabitants,and the expensethereofis
like to increase:

And whereas, for remedy thereof, by employing the said
poor, an actof assemblywaspassedon theeighthdayof Feb-
ruary, in the year onethousandsevenhundredand sixty-six,
in the lateprovince of Pennsylvania,entitled “An act for the
betteremploymentof thepoorof the city of Philadelphia,the
district of Southwark,the townshipsof Moyamensing,Pass-
yunk andthe NorthernLiberties,”1 wherebyall personswho
shouldcontributethe sum of ten poundsor morewere incor-
poratedby thenameof “Contributorsto therelief and employ-
mentof thepoorin thecity of Philadelphia;”and suchof the
saidcontributorsasshouldthink fit wereenabled[to meet] on
the secondMondayin themonth of May thennext following,
andon thesecondMondayin themonthof May yearly,forever,
at someconvenientplacein the said city, and then andthere
to choosetwelvepersonsof their own numberto bemanagers
of thesaid contributionsandof thebuildings to be erectedfor
thereception,employmentandrelief ofthepoorofthesaidcity,
districtandtownshipsin pursuanceof thesaidact:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereas,by thedeceaseof manyof
the contributorsandthe legal disability of othersof the said
contributorswho yet survive, the choosingof the managers

1PassedFebruary8, 1766, Chapter534.
aPassedMarch9, 1771,Chapter635.
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and the burdenof servingin that office hasdevolvedupon a
small numberof persons,andit is now becomedifficult to pro-
cure a successionof managersto superintendthe almshouse
and the hohseof employmentin the saidcity, and to provide
for, employ andrelievethepoor aforesaidout of the saidsur-
viving contributors,who arequalified to elector to be elected
asaforesaid:

For remedywhereof:
[SectionI.] Beit enactedby theRepresentativesof theFree-

men of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAs-
semblymet,andby theauthorityof thesame,Thatin casethe
contributorsaforesaidshallnot meeton the secondMondayin
May next, or in any succeedingyear, in the said city, and
choosetwelvemanagersasaforesaid,or if thesaidcontributors
shallmeeton thesecondMondayin May next,or in anyfuture
year, and havingmadesuchchoiceof managersasaforesaid,
thepersonsthenandtherechosen,or a majority of them, shall
not meettogetheron thethird Mondayof the samemonth, in
thesaid city, asby thesaidacttheyweredirectedandenjoined,
thenandin suchcase,and upon suchneglect,whetherin the
monthof May next or in themonthof May in anyfutureyear,
the overseersof thepoorof the said city of Philadelphia,dis-
trict of Southwarkand townshipsof Moyamensing,and the
NorthernLiberties, for the time being, shall becomeinvested
with all and s~ingularthe powers, authorities, rights, claims,
demands,interestand estate,real,personalandmixed, which
then shall be of the said corporation,in as ample a manner
and for the sameusesand purposesasthe sameareor were
investedin, or ought to be exercised,possessedor enjoyedby
the said corporation.

[Section II.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatthesaid overseersof thepoor
for the time being, wheneverthesuccessionof the said man-
agersshall fail asaforesaid,shall becomea body politic and
corporatein law, for the purposeof superintendingthehouse
of employment,andtheotherpurposesfor which thesaid man-
agerswereappointedandconstitutedasaforesaid,by thename
of “The Guardiansof the Poor in the City of Philadelphia,”
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with all thepowersandfacultiesof a body politic andcorpor-
ate,andthesaidguardiansof thepooriii thecity of Philadel-
phia may hold realestates,not exceedingtheyearlyvalueof
two thousandpounds,and may take and receiveany grant,
gift, bequestoralienationof goodsandchattelswhatsoever.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaideventualcorporation
of the guardiansof the poorin thecity of Philadelphiashall
half-yearlyappointsix of theirnumberto superintendthealms-
houseand houseof employment,to exerciseand perform all
the authoritiesof thepresentmanagersof thesaidinstitution;
and the said six overseersshall, during their continuationas
managersasaforesaid,beexemptedfrom all otherdutiesof the
said office of overseers,and the wholedutiesthereofshall be
performedby therest of thesaid overseers.

[Section IV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That from andafter the passing
of this act,any overseerof the poor of the said city, district
and townshipsmay, with theconsentof anyonejusticeof the
peace,afford relief to the suddennecessityof any poorperson,
not exceedingthevalueof threepoundswithin threemonths.

[SectionV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That one-halfof the overseersof
the poor who shall be nominatedand shall takeupon them-
selvesthedutiesof thesaid office within the saidcity, district
andtownships,on thetwenty-fifth dayof Marchnext, or after-
wards,asimmediatesuccessorsof thepresentoverseersof the
[poor of the] said city, district and townships,shall not con-
tinue in office longer thansix calendarmonthsand theother
half of the said overseersshall continue in office until the
twenty-fifth day of March, one thousaladsevenhundredand
eighty-three;and that on the twenty-fifth day of September
next, or within ten daysafter, the justicesof -the peaceof the
city andcounty of Philadelphia,or anythreeor moreof them,
shallmeetatthecountycourthousein thesaidcity, andthen
and thereappoint and constitutesuccessorsto serve for one
year,in the steadof thosewho shallbeappointedasaforesaid
for six months;and so every twenty-fifth day of March, and
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everytwenty-fifth dayof September,yearly, for andduring the
continuanceof the act, entitled “An act for the relief of the
poor,” ‘ thesaidjusticesshallmeetat thesaidcourt-house,and
shall thenandthereappointandconstituteone-halfof thesaid
overseershalf-yearly, in orderthat theremay be alwayssome
experiencedpersonsin office. And if any personwho shallbe
appointedanoverseerof thepoor,in pursuanceof this act,shall
refuseor neglectto servein thesaid office, heshall befined in
like sum, andthe said fine shall be levied in like mannerand
go to thesameuses,asif suchpersonhad beenappointedon
the twenty-fifth day of March and had refusedor neglected
to servethereupon.

(SectionVII, P. L.) And whereas,divers disorderlypersons,
by theirownlewdness,drunkennessorotherevil practices,have
fallen sick andbecomechargeableto thesaidcity, district and
townships,andhavebeenunwilling or unableto reimbursethe
expenseswhich havebeenincurredin order to their cureand
recovery;and it maybe some relief to the inhabitantsof the
said city, district andtownships,who havebeenput to great
chargeby suchdisorderlypersofls,andmay detersuchdisord-
erly personsfrom returningto their former evil practicesif
suchdisorderlypersonswere hereafterobliged to makecom-
pensationby servitude:

[Section VI.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatfrom andafterthe passingof
this act, theoverseersof thepoorof thesaid city, district and
townships,or any two of them, with the approbationandcon-
currenceof anytwo justicesof thepeaceof thecity andcounty
of Philadelphia,shall, andthey are herebyauthorizedto bind
out, by indentureor deed poll, any such disorderly persons
to anymasteror mistress,andhis or herassigns,who will ad-
vanceand paysuchconsiderationfor suchserviceasthe said
overseersshall think fit to acceptfor the same. Providedal-
ways, That no marriedmanor woman nor any personof the
ageof forty yearsand upwardsshallbe liable to bebound by
indentureor deedpoli asaforesaid,and that no suchbinding
shall be for a longerterm thanwill be sufficient to reimburse
the overseersaforesaidthe expensesincurred,in behalf and
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on accountof suchperson,and so asthe samedo not exceed
in thewhole the spaceof threeyears.

(SectionIX, P. L.) And whereas,the act, entitled “An act
for the relief of the poor,” 1 passedtheninth dayof March, in
the yearone thousandseven hundredand seventy-one,1hath
beenfound by experienceto beof greatpublic utility:

[Section VII.] (SectionX, P. L.) Be it further enactedby
the authority aforesaid, That the said act,and everyarticle,
clause,matterandthing therein contained,is herebyrevived,
re-enactedand madeperpetual,exceptthe clauselimiting the
continancethereof,andsuchotherpartsthereofasarehereby
altered,amendedandsuppliedor relateto themayor,recorder
andaldermanof thecity of Philadelphia,whoseauthority,juris-
diction and power,grantedby the saidact,shall be exercised
by the justices of the peaceof the said city, or any threeof
them, agreeableto the directionsof the act passedthe four-
teenthdayof March, in theyearonethousandsevenhundred
andseventy-seven.2

[Section VIII.] (SectionXI, P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That an act, entitled “An
actfor thebetterrelief of the poorof thecity of Philadelphia,
thedistrict of Southwarkandthetownshipsof Moyamensing,
Passyunkandthe NorthernLiberties, in the countyof Phila-
delphia,” passedtheseconddayof April, in theyearonethou-
sandsevenhundredand seventy-nine,andalso anact,entitled
“An actfor therelief of thepoor,”4 passedthetwenty-seventh
dayof November,in theyearonethousandsevenhundredand
seventy-nine,areherebyrepealedandmadevoid.

[SectionIX.] (SectionXII, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid, That so muchof the act,entitled
“An act for the better employmentof the poor of the city of
Philadelphia,thedistrict of So-uthwark,thetownshipsof Moya-
mensing,PassyunkandNorthernLiberties,”~passedtheeighth
day of February,in theyearonethousandsevenhundredand

1PassedMarch9, 1771, Chapter635.
2 PassedMarch 14, 1777, Chapter745.
S PassedApril 2, 1779, Chapter839.4PasseciN&vember 27, 1779, Chapter87S.
~PassedFebruary8, 1766, Chapter534.
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sixty-six, asincorporatesthe township of Pas~yunkwith the
city of Philadelphia,the district of Southwarkandthe town-
ships of Moyamensingand Northern Liberties is hereby re-
pealedandmadevoid. -

PassedMarch 25, 1182. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 486,etc.,Seethe
Act o~AssemblypassedMarch 27, 1789, Chapter1410; June13, 1836,
P. L 541.

CHAPTER CMLXIII.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATETHE SUBSCRIBERSTOTHE BANK OF NORTH
AMERICA.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,the United Statesin Congress
assembled,from a convictionof thesupportwhich thefinances
of the United Stateswould receivefrom the establishmentof
a nationalbank, passedan ordinanceto incorporatethe sub-
scribersfor this purpose,by thenameandstyleof “The Presi-
dent,DirectorsandCompanyof theBankof NorthAmerica:”

And whereas,‘the presidentand directorsof the said bank
haveapplied to this housefor a similar act of incorporation,
which requestit is properandreasonableto grant:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Be it thereforeenactedandit
is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and
by the authority of the same, Thatthosewho are, and those
who shall becomesubscribersto the saidbank, be’ and forever
hereaftershallbea corporationand bodypolitic to all intents
andpurposes,by thenameandstyleof “ThePresident,Direct-
orsandCompanyof theBankof 1~TorthAmerica.”

[Section II.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
bytheauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidcorporationarehereby
declaredandmadeableandcapablein law to have,purchase,
receive,possess,enjoyandretain lands,rents,tenements,here-
ditameuts,goods,chattelsand effectsof what kind, natureor
quality soever,to theamountof tenmillions of Spanishsilver
milled dollars, and no more. And also to sell, grant, demise,


