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(SectionIX, P. L.) Providedalways, That nothing herein-
before containedshall be construedto authorizethe said cor-
porationtoexercisea~ypowersin this staterepugnantto the
laws or constitutionthereof.

[SectionVIII.I (SectionX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidcorporationshallhave
full power andauthority to make, have and use a common
seal, with such device and inscription as they shall think
proper,andthesameto break,alterandrenewattheirpleasure.

[SectionIX.] (SectionXI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthis act~hal1beconstruedand
takenmostfavorablyandbeneficiallyfor the saidcorporation.

PassedApril 1, 1782. RecordedL.. B. No. 1, p. 484, etc. The Act
in the text wasrepealedby theAct of AssemblypassedSeptember
13, 1785, Chapter1178, and was revived by the Act of Assembly
passedMarch 17, 1787, Chapter1278.

CHAPTER CMLXIV.

AN ACT TO VEST CERTAIN POWERS IN THE PRESIDENT OF THIS
STATE, TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER OFFICERSTHEREIN NAMED,
AND FOR OTHERPURPOSESTHEREIN MENTIONED.

(Section1, P. L.) Whereasixiany delayshavebeenoccasioned
in transactingthe businessof the land office of this stateby
reasonof doubtswhich remainedwith the different officers,
touching their power of determiningmany controversieson
caveats,which standundeterminedon thebooksof said office,
as-well asa greatvarietyof othercasestouchingeseheats,war-
rants grantedto agree,rights of pre-emption,promisesand
other imperfecttitles:

(SectionII, P. L.) For remedywhereof:
[Section I.] Be it enactedby the Representativesof the

Free]nen of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain General
Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, That the
presidentor vice-presidentanda memberof the supremeex-
ecutive council, appointedby the council for that purpose,to-
getherwith thesecretaryoftheland office, the receiver-general
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and the surveyor-generalfor the time being,shall be a board
of property, to hear and determinein all casesof contro-
versy on caveatsin all mattersof difficulty or irregularlity,
touching escheats,warrants on escheats,warrantsto agree,
rights of pre-emption,promises,imperfecttitles or otherwise
which heretoforehave,or hereaftermay, arisein transacting
the businessof thesaidland office. And the secretaryof the
land office is herebyempoweredand directedto receiveand
entercaveatsin hissaidoffice, copieswhereofto betransmitted
to and enteredin the surveyor-general’soffice; and the said
secretaryof thelandoffice, shallwith the approbationand con-
sentof thepresidentor vice-president,appointdaysof hearing,
andshallgrantcitations,atthereasonablerequestof anyparty
~orpersonapplying for the same,orotherwise,asthecasemay
~require,for which said servicesthey, the said officers of the
land office, shall takeandreceivesuchfeesonly aswere cus-
tomaryat theformerboardof property.

(SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalways nevertheless,That no
determinationof this boardof propertyshallbedeemed,taken
or construedto extend,in any measurewhatever,to the pre-
venting either of thepartiesfrom bringingtheir action at the
commonlaw, eitherfor therecoveryof possessionor determin-
ing damagesfor wasteor trespass,but the courtsof law shall
remainopento the said partiesin as full and amplemanner
asif no determinationhadeverbeengiven.

(SectionIV, P. L.) And whereas,it wasenactedby thesixth
and seventhsectionsof a law of this state,passedtheninth
dayof April last,entitled“An actfor establishingaland office
andfor otherpurposesthereinmentioned,”~thatin caseswhere
any office right issuedbeforethe tenth day of December,one
thousandseven hundred and seventy-six,had not been exe-
cuted,thattheownerorownersshouldmakeapplicationwithin
one year,and pay a third partof the purchasemoney, to the
receiver-general,before any surveyshall be made; and that
all paymentsfor landstakenup on any office right whatever
shall be made,one-fourthpart in one year,anotherfourth part
in two years,anotherfourthpartin threeyears,andtheresidue

1PassedApril 9, 1781,Chapter940.
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in fouryearsfrom thepassingof thesaidact,which respective
timesor periodsarefound, on experienceandreflection,much
too shortforthepurposeaforesaid:

[SectionII.J Be it thereforeenactedby theauthority afore-
said,That the said respectivetimes and periodsareenlarged
over and abovethe datesand timesmentionedin said act for
thespaceof two years.

(SectionV, P. L.) And whereas,it was enacte’dby the ninth
sectionof the law aforesaid,that all landswithin this state,
heretoforesurveyedunderanygrant,warrant,locationor other
office right, shall be returnedinto thesurveyor-general’soffice
(if notalreadyreturned)in thespaceof ninemonthsafterpass.
iug thesaid act,which timeis alreadyexpired,andit is found
that veryfew havecalledonthelatedeputysurveyorsfor their
drafts,or to dischargethefeesclueon thesame,and a literal
observanceof the said act would involve not only the late
deputysurveyors,buttheownersof landsin manifestlossand
inconvenience:

[SectionIII.] Beit thereforeenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, Thatit shallandmay be lawful for thesurveyor-general
of this stateto receivereturnsof suchsurveysasshall appear
to him to havebeenfaithfully and regularly made,from the
saidlate deputysurveyors,their heirsor legal representatives,
for suchfurther period asto him shall seemjust and reason-
able. And that thereshall no action, loss or damageaccrue
to anypersonorpersonsby reasonof neglectin complyingwith
theaforesaidclauseor sectionbeforethepassingof this act.

(SectionVI, P. L.) And whereas,the receiver-generalof the
land office formerly receiveda salary from the late proprie-
taries,of Pennsylvaniaand no feeswereannexedto his office.
In order, therefore,for thesupportof thepresentreceiver-gen-
eral:

[SectionIV.] Be it enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,That
the receiver-generalshall, for his troubleand expenses,have
andreceivefeesasfollows, viz.:

For every searchin his office, oneshilling andsix pence.
For receiving,booking and giving a receiptfor any sum on

account,in part,two shillings andsix pence.
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Foreverycopyof account,or othertranscriptfrom thebooks,
onepennyperline.

For office sealandcertificate,two shillingsandsix pence.
For final settlement,calculation,closingtheaccount,receiv-

ing the money, and giving a receipt, including necessary
searches,seventeenshillingsandsix pence.

For a certificateto thesupremeexecutivecouncil of moneys
paid previous to the executionof a patent,two shillings and
six pence.

Which said fees shall be in full of all duesor demands
by him to be made,in anycaseswhatsoever.

(Section VII, P. L.) And the aforesaidsixth, seventhand
ninth sectionsof thelaw aforesaid,so far asrespecttheperiods
and timesin thesamerespectivelymentioned,andno further,
areherebyalteredandrepealed.

PassedApril 5, 1782. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 482, etc. Seethe
Acts of AssemblypassedApril 1, 1784,Chapter1094; September16,
1785, Chapter1180; January8, 1791, Chapter162Z.

CHAPTERCMLXV.

AN ACT FOR GUARDING AND DEFENDING THE NAVIGATION IN THE
BAY AND RIVER DELAWARE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSESTHEREIN
MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,thetradeof this statehath.of late
beenmuchannoyedby the privateersand boatsof theenemy
cruisingin Delawarebay,andtheneighborhoodthereof,where-
by manyvesselshavebeencaptured,aswell of thosegoing out
and returningfrom sea, as of the bay and river craft plying
betweenthe city of Philadelphiaandthestatesof New Jersey
and Delaware,to the great loss of many individuals, andthe
n~anifestinjury of thetradeof this commonwealth:

(SectionII, P. L.) Andwhereas,it is expedientandnecessary
that an armedforceshouldbeprovidedandsupported,to pro-
tect and facilitate commerceby guardingand defendingthe


