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CHAPTER CMLXXXI.

AN ACT TO VEST A CERTAIN LOT OR LOTS OF GROUND IN THE DIS-
TRICT OF SOUTHWARK, IN TRUSTEESFOR THE USE OF A PUBLIC
LANDING UPON THE CONDITIONS HEREINAFTER MENTIONED AND
OTHERPURPOSES.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe inhabitantsof the district of
Southwarkhave beenlong desirousto procurea commodious
lot or lots of groundfor the purposeof public landingsand
streetswithin the said district, and in pursuanceof suchde-
sire, Luke Morris, ThomasPenroseand JamesPenrosedid,
in theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhundredandsixty-
eight, purchaseof JohnJekyl three lots of groundsituateon
the eastside of Front street,in the said district, andextend-
ing from thenceacrossPennstreetandWater streetinto the
river Delaware, which said lots were conveyedto them as
joint tenantsin fee, by indenturebearingdatethetwelfth day
of May, Anno Domini one thousandsevenhundredand sixty-
eight. And whereas,the said Luke Morris, ThomasPenrose
and JamesPenrose,by a certaindeedpoll under their hands
and sealsduly executed,bearingdatethe [said] twelfth day
of Nay, in the sameyear,did declareand acknowledgethat
the saidpurchase,so asaforesaidby themmade,wasintended
for public use,and did covenantand promise,that if thein-
habitantsof the said district should incline to takethe same
and should, within threeyearsthennext following, well and
truly pay, or causeto bepaid,to thesaidLuke Morris, Thomas
Penroseand JamesPenrose,their heirs, executors,adminis-
tratorsor assigns,the full purchasemoneyby them paid, to-
getherwith lawful interestfor the sameand suchreasonable
ccats and chargesas should accrue to them upon the said
purchase,then and in that casethey, the said Luke Morris,
‘rhomas Penroseand JamesPenrose,or the survivors or sur-
vivor [of them] would, by good andsufficient conveyanceand
assurancein thelaw, conveyandassurethesaidlots of ground
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to trusteesto be appointedfor that purpose,to be held by
them, their heirs andassignsforever, in trust for the public
useasin andby the said indentureanddeedpoll recordedin
the rolls office for the county of Philadelphiamore fully ap-
pears. And whereas,divers attemptshavebeenmadeby the
inhabitantsof the said district to fall upon somemodeof rais-
ing money for those purposes,but hitherto the same have
provedabortive. And whereas,the saidinhabitantsof South-
warkaforesaid,havelately chosenandappointedRobertKnox,
JosephBlewer, JosephTurner, JohnBrown, William Clifton
and IsaacPenroseto be a committeeto transactall business,
touchingandconcerningthesaidlots, andto endeavorto raise
moneysandprocurea title to themselvesfor the said lots for
public use, which committeehaving had severalconferences
with the said Luke Morris, ThomasPenroseandAbel James
(guardianduly appointedof ClementPenrose,the only child of
thesaidJamesPenrose,who is sincedead) andhave cometo
anagreementconcerningthe same:

[SectionI.] (Section II, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby
the Representativesof the Freemenof the Commonwealtho~
Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authority
of the same, That JamesPemberton,JosephSwift, Peter
Knight, Henry Drinker and Richard Wells, or any three of
them shall be andthey are herebyappointedauditorsto hear
forthwith the said Luke Morris, ThomasPenroseandAbel
James,andexaminetheir accountsandvouchersandto settle
the sameagreeableto the original intent of the parties, and
by deedspoil undertheirhandsandsealsto certify and ascer-
tain the precisesum of money dueto eachof them, the said
Luke Morris, ThomasPenroseand Clement Penrose,as the
representativeof the saidJamesPenrose,for their respective
sharesof the principal, interestandcostsof the saidpurchase,
which certificates,so executedas aforesaid1shall be delivered
to the saidparties,andshallbeandremain,conclusiveevidence
of the amountof the said respectivesumsdue. And the said
auditorsshallhavepowerto proceeduponthe saidexamination
andsettlementof the accountsex parteif any of the persons
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concernedshallneglector refuseto attendthemupontendays’
notice.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That if the said Robert Knox,
JosephBlewer, JosephTurner,John Brown, William Oliffton
andIsaacPenrose,or anyof them, do and shallwell andtruly
pay,or causeto bepaid, to the saidLuke Morris, ThomasPen-
roseand ClementPenrose,or to their heirs,executors,admin-
istratorsand assignsor to the guardianof the said Clement
Penrose,the severaland respectivedebtsor sumsof moneyso
asaforesaidto be certifiedandascertainedby thesaid auditors,
with interest thereonfrom the dateof the said deedspoll,
within two yearsnext after thepassingof this act,and shall
procureacknowledgmentsindorsedthereonandsignedby the
said Luke Morris, ThomasPenroseand ClementPenrose,re-
~pectively,or their heirs, executors,administratorsor assigns,
or the guardianof the said ClementPenrose(who arehereby
[enjoined and] requiredto sign suchacknowledgmentsupon
receipt thereof) that suchmoneysare well and truly paid to
them, then the said deedspoll and the acknowledgmentsin-
dorsed(being provedor acknowledgedby the partiesin the
mannerand form that deedsof conveyanceareusuallyproved
or acknowledged)shall and may be recordedin the office for
recordingof deedsin and for the countyof Philadelphia,and
shall vest theestateof inheritancein fee simple of and in the
saidlots in them,thesaidRobertKnox, JosephBlewer, Joseph
Turner, JohnBrown, William Clifton and IsaacPenrose,as
fully and effectually asthe samecould be vestedin them by
anyfeoffmentor deedof conveyancewhatsoever,in trustnever-
thelessto andfor theuses,intentsandpurposeshereaftermen-
tioned.

[Section III.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid, Thatif thesaid Robert Knox, J’o-
sephBlewer, JosephTurner, John Brown, William Clifton
and Isaac Penroseshall neglector refuseto pay to the said
Luke Morris, ThomasPenroseand ClementPenrose,respec-
tively, their heirs, executors,administratorsor assigns,or to
theguardianof thesaidClementPenrose,thesaidseveraland
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respectivesumsof money so asaforesaidcertified andascer-
tained by the said auditorsto be due to them, with interest
for the same,for thespaceof two yearsnextafterthepassing
of this act, thenand from thenceforthall right, title, interest,
claim anddemandwhatsoever,bothatlaw andin equity, which
thesaidtrusteesin behalfof thepublic have,or claim to have,
of, in and to the saidlots of groundshall cease,determineand
becomeabsolutelyvoid andextinct, andthesaid Luke Morris,
ThomasPenroseand ClementPenrose,andtheir heirsand as-
signs, shall and may have,hold and enjoy the sameto their
own proper useand behoof as tenantsin common in equal
sharesand proportionsin fee simple, without any further or
otherreleaseor conveyance.

(SectionV, P. L.) And whereas,it is intendedto raisea sum
of moneyby laying and collectinga tax upontherealand per-
sonal estateswithin the said district in yearly portions,suffi-
cientwithin areasonablenumberof yearsto reimbursethesaid
trusteesthe whole principal and interestthereonwhich they
shalladvancefor procuringtheaforesaidtitle to them,andit is
reasonablethat they shouldbe fully securedandindemnified
from loss by paying their private moneysor engagingtheir
privatecredit for public use:

[Section IV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatso soonasthesaidtrusteesshall,
by paymentof the said purchasemoney,haveprocureda title
to themselves,it shall and maybe lawful for them, or thesur-
vivors of them, to lay out suchparts of the said lots asthey
shall think necessaryfor the useof the public for streetsand
landings,andif anyshould beleft, which in theirjudgmentwill
not be necessaryfor public use,thenthey,or the survivorsof
them, shall and may sell all suchunnecessaryparts of the
said lots by public salefor thebestpricesthat canbe obtained,
and make good and perfecttitles for the same,to the pur-
chasersin feesimple, and applythemoneysarising from such
salestowardsthe paymentof themselvesfor the moneysthey
shall be in advanceand that it shall and may be lawful for
them, or the survivors of them, to borrow, on interest, any
sum or sumsof moneynot exceedingthe amountwhich shall
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then be due to them, and to grant, bargain,sell, convey and
assureto the lenders,in mortgage,all suchparts of the said
lots asshall be retainedfor public use,which deedsof mort-
gageshall be asgood and valid in the law for securingthe
paymentof the moneysborrowedasanymortgagemadeby a
privatepersonof his own estatenow is.

[SectionV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatit shallandmaybelawful for
the said trusteesand the survivors of them to demise,grant
and to farm let to any personor personswhatsoeverfor any
term of yearsnot exceedingsevenat onetime, all thewharves,
keysandlanding placesbelongingto thesaid lots, asa public
landing place,reservingsuchrentsand conditionsand estab-
lishing such ratesand prices for the toll or wharfageof all
kinds of articleswhich areusuallybroughtto public landings
astheyshall think reasonable,andrestrainingthetenantfrom
demandinghigher ratesand prices,and binding him in suf-
ficient penaltiesin all things to abide by suchrules, orders
and regulationsasthe tenantsof the public landingsin the
city [of] Philadelphiaare bound to observe,and to receive
the rents,issues,and profits thereofand to applythe samein
dischargeof theencumbranceson thesaidlots.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid, That so soon as a sufficient sum
of money shall be raisedby sale of part of the premisesas
aforesaid, by the rents, issuesand profits of the residue,
and by a public tax which is intendedto be laid and col-
lected within the said district, or by any other meanssuffi-
cientto dischargeall theencumbranceswhichthesaidlot shall
be subjectto, in manneraforesaid,then~hesaidRobertKnox,
JosephBlewer, JosephTurner, John Brown, William Clifton
and IsaacPenrose,or the survivors or survivor of them, or
theheirs andassignsof thesurvivor, shall, by goodand suffi-
cient conveyanceandassurancein the law, grant, releaseand
confirm the said premiseswhich shall be retainedfor public
useasaforesaidto thesupervisorsof thehighwaysin andfor
thesaiddistrictof Southwarkfor thetimebeing~whoarehereby
erectedinto and declaredto be onebody politic andcorporate
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for this especialpurpose,in deedand in law capableof hold-
ing the same,andof suingandbeingsuedin all actionstouch-
ing and concerningthe same)by the nameof the supervisors
of the public landingsand highwaysin the district of South-
wark,andto theirsuccessorsforever,in trust for theuseof the
public, in the mannerhereinaftermentioned;that is to say,in
trust that the said supervisorsfor thetime being, or a ma-
jority of them, with the approbationof three justices of the
peaceof and for the said county,shall andmay demise,grant
and to farm let the samelandingsto any personor persons
for anyterm of yearsnot exceedingsevenat one time upon
suchrentsand conditionsastheyshall think proper,andshall
andmay makesuchrules, ordersandregulationsfor thewell
governingaswell the tenantsthereofasthe boat, fiats, carts
and wagonswhich shall frequentthe same,and the owners,
skippersand driversthereof,andthe pricesor ratesof toll or
wharfageto bepaid for all articlesto beunladenthereon,and
that the said supervisorsshall receivethe rents, issuesand
profits thereof and apply the same to make any improve-
mentsor buildings thereon,to pave any of the streetsor to
maintainandrepairanyof thehighwaysor to anyotherpublic
usewithin the said district which the said supervisors,or a
majority of them,with theapprobationof threejusticesof the
said countyasaforesaidshallorder,directandappoint.

PassedApril 15, 1782. RecordedL. B. No. 1, P. 527, etc.

CHAPTERCMLXXXII.

AN ACT TO AMEND AND RENDER EFFECTUAL AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN
ACT FOR REGULATING PARTY WALLS AND PARTITION FENCES IN
THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA,” TO DECLARE DIVERS NEW STREETS
AND WAYS, OPENED AND TO BE OPENED AND LAID OUT WITHIN
THE SAID CITY, TO BE HIGHWAYS, AND ALSO TO DECLARE NUI-
SANCES BY BUILDINGS WITHIN THE SAID STREETS REMOVABLE,
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSESTHEREIN MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasanact of assembly,passedon the
twenty-fourth day of February,which was in the year of our


