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teeshad consentedand agreedthereto;also, that all the pro-
ceedingsof the said trustees,or a majority of them, shall,
from time to time, be fairly enteredin a book or booksto be
kept for the purposeby the presidentof the trusteesfor the
time being, which book or books,together with the seal of
the said corporation, and all charters, deedsand writings
whatsoever,any way belongingto the said corporationsshall
bedeliveredoverby theformerpresidenttothepresidentof the
saidtrusteesnewly elected,as suchpresidentsshall hereafter
successivelyfrom timeto timebe elected.

[Section XII.] (SectionXIII, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That all and every clause,
sentenceand article herein containedshall be, in all things,
firm, valid, sufficientandeffectualin law unto thesaid corpora-
tion and community and their successorsforever, according
to thetrueintentandmeaninghereof;andthat in all thingsit
shall be construed,takenand expoundedmost benignly and
for the greatestadvantageand profit of the trusteesof the
said Dutch Reformedchurchof Northamptonand Southamp-
ton, in thecountyof Bucks aforesaid,and their successorsfor-
ever,notwithstandingany defect,default or imperfectionmay
befoundtherein,oranyothercauseorthing whatsoever.

PassedSeptember20, 1782. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 21, etc.

CHAPTER CMXCIV.

AN ACT FORPROCURINGAN ESTIMATE OF THE DAMAGES, SUSTAINED
BY THE INHABITANTS OF PENNSYLVANIA, FROM THE TROOPSAND
ADHERENTS OF THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN DURING TH.E PRES-
ENT WAR.

(SectionI, P.L.) Whereasgreatdamagesof themostwanton
naturehavebeencommittedby thearmiesof theKing of Great
Britain, or their adherents,within theterritory of the United
Statesof North America, unwarrantedby the practiceof civ-
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iized nations,andonly to be accountedfor from the vindietivt’
spirit of thesaid king andhis officers:

Andwhereas,an accurateaccountandestimateof suchc1am
ages,more especiallythe wasteand destructionof property,
may be very useful to the people of the United Statesof
Americain forminga futuretreaty of peace,andin themean-
time may serve to exhibit in a true light to the nationsof
Europetheconductof the saidking, his ministers,officers and
adherents:

(SectionII, P. L.) To the end, therefore,that proper meas-
uresmay be takento ascertainthe damagesaforesaid,which
have been done to the citizens and inhabitantsof Pennsyl-
vaniain thecourseof the presentwarwithin this state:

[Section1.] Be it enactedby theRepresentativesof theFree-
men of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAs-
sembly met, and by the authority of the same, That every
countywithin this statewhich hasbeeninvadedby thearmies,
soldiersor the adherentsof the King of Great Britain, the
commissionersof everysuchcounty,or any two of them, shall,
without delay, meet together, eachwithin their county, and
issue directionsto the assessorsof the respectivetownships,
wardsor districts within suchcounty wherethey havereason
to believeany suchdamagehath beendone, to notify the in-
habitantsthereofby at leastthreewritten notices,to furnish
accountsand estimatesof the damages,waste,spoil and de-
struction which hath beendoneand committed asaforesaid,
uponthe property,realor personal,within the sametownship,
ward or district sincethe eighteenthday of April, which was
in the yearof our Lord one thousandsevenhundredand sev-
enty-five, and the same accountsand estimatesto transmit
to the said commissionerswithout delay. And if any person
or personsshall refuseor neglectto makeout suchaccounts
and estimates,the said assessorsof thetownship,ward or dis-
trict shall, from theirown knowledgeandby anyother reason-
able and lawful methods,take and rendersuchan account
andestimateof all damagedoneorcommittedasaforesaid.

(SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalways, Thatall suchaccounts
and estimatesto be made out and transmittedasaforesaid
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shall contain a narrativeof the time and circumstancesand,
if in thepowerof thepersonaggrieved,the namesof the gen-
eral or other officer or adherentof the enemyby whom the
damagein any casewas done,or underwhoseordersthearmy,
detachment,party or personscommitting the sameacted at
that time, and also the nameand addition of the personor
personswhosepropertywassodamagedor destroyed,andthat
all such accountsand estimatesbe madein currentmoney,
upon oathor affirmation of the sufferer, or of othershaving
knowledgeconcerningthe same;and that in everycaseit be
set forth whetherthe party injured hath receivedany satis-
faction for his lossandby whom thesamewasgiven.

[Section II.] (SectionIV, P. L) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatthe said commissioners,hav-
ing obtainedthesaidaccountsandestimatesfrom theassessors
of theseveraltownships,wardsand districts, shall proceedto
inspectandregisterthesamein a book to beprovidedfor that
purpose,distinguishingthedistrict andtownships,andenter-
ing thoseof eachplacetogether;and if any accountandesti-
mate be imperfector not sufficiently verified and established,
the said commissionersshallhavepowe~and they, or any two
of them, arehereby authorizedto summonand compel any
person,whoseevidencethey shall think necessary,to appear
beforethem at the day and place appointed,to be examined
upon oathor affirmation concerningany damage[or] injury
asaforesaid;andthe said commissiGnersshall, upon register-
ing as aforesaid,without delay, deliver over and transmit to
thesupremeexecutivecouncil all andeveryof the original ac-
counts,togetherwith a copy of theregisteraforesaid.

[SectionIII.] (Section11, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That all lossesof servants,negro
and mulattoslaveswho havebeendeludedand carriedaway
by the enemiesof theUnitedStates,andwhich havenot been
recoveredor recompensed,shall be comprehendedwithin the
accountsand estimatesaforesaid;and that the commissioners
and assessorsof any county, which hathnot beeninvadedas
aforesaid,shallneverthelessinquireafterandprocureaccounts
and estimatesof any damagessufferedby theloss of suchser-
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vantsand slavesasis hereinbeforedirectedasto other prop-
erty.

[SectionIV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further,enacted
by the authority of the aforesaid, That the charges.and ex-
pensesof executingthis act,asto thepay of the saidcommis-
sionersand assessorsshallbe asin othercases,and that wit-
nessesshall be rewardedfor their loss of time and trouble,
aswitnessessummonedto appearin thecourtsof quarterses-
sionsof thepeace;andthesaid chargesand expensesshall be
defrayedby the commonwealth,but paid in thefirst instance
out of the moneysin the handsof thetreasurerof thecounty
for countyratesand leviesupon ordersdrawnby thecommis~.
sionersof thepropercounty.

PassedSeptember21, 1182. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 24, etc.

CHAPTER CMXCV.

AN ACT TO REPEAL THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT TO ENABLE THE
SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL TO NEGOTIATE SUCH LOANS, AS
MAY BE NECESSARY TO PROCUREA SUFFICIENT SUM OF MONEY
FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE FRNOTIERS OF THIS STATE AND THE
SUPPORT OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT,” AND FOR OTHJ~RPURPOSES
THEREIN MENTIONED.

(Section I, P: Ii.) Whereasthe supremeexecutivecouncil
have not negotiateda loan of money by virtue of the act of
assembly,entitled “An act to enable the supremeexecutive
council to negotiatesuchloans,asmaybenecessaryto procure
a sufficient sum of money for the defenseof the frontiersof
this stateand supportof civil government,”1 andit beinginex-
pedientthat the said act should any longer remain in force,
the intentionthereofbeingotherwisein part suppliedby this
house:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Beit thereforeenactedby the
Representativesof theFreemenof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof the

1 April 15, 1782, Chapter983.


