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CHAPTER. MXXXIX.

AN ACT FOR LEVYING A DUTY ON CERTAIN ENUMERATED ARTICLES
AND AN IMPOST OFFIVE PER OENTUM AD VALOREM ON ALL OTHER
GOODS, WARES AND MERCHANDISE IMPORTED INTO THIS STATE,
AND A TAX UPON REAL AND PERSONALPROPERTYFOR THE DIS-
CHA.RGE OF THE DEBTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
AGREEABLE TO ACTS OF CONGRESSTHEREIN RECITED, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSESTHEREIN MENTIONED.

(sectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe honorablecongressof the
United Statesof Americaby their actof theeighteenthdayof
April, one thousandsevenhundredand eighty-three,did re-
solve,That it berecommendedto theseveralstatesasindispen-
sably necessaryto the restorationof public credit and to the
punctualandhonorabledischargeof thepublic debtsto invest
the United Statesin Congressassembledwith a powerto levy
for theuseof theUnitedStatesthefollowing dutiesupongoods
importedinto the said statesfrom any foreign port, islandor
plantation; upon all rum of Jamaicaproof, per gallon, four
nintieths of a dollar; upon all other spiritous liquors, three
nintiethsditto; uponMaderiawine, twelvenintiethsditto; upon
all otherwines, six nintieths ditto; upon common Boheatea
perpound six nintiethsditto; upon all otherteas,twenty-four
nintieths ditto; upon pepperper pound threenintieths ditto;
uponbrownsugarperpound,one-halfnintiethditto; uponloaf
sugar,two nintieths ditto; and upon all other sugars one
nintieth ditto; upon molasses,per gallon, one nintieth ditto;
upon cocoaand coffeeper pound,one nintieth ditto; upon all
other goodsa duty of five per centumad valorenaat thetime
andplaceo~importation:Providedthat noneof the saidduties
shallbe appliedto anyotherpurposethanthedischargeof the
interestor principal of the debtscontractedon thefaith of the
United Statesfor suppTh~tingthewar,agreeablyto the resolu-
tion of the sixteenthday of Decemberlast, nor be continued
for a longertermthantwenty-five years:And providedthat the
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collectors of the said duty shall be appointedby the states
within which their officesareto be respectivelyexercisedbut
whenso appointedshall be amenableto and be removableby
the United Statesin congressassembledalone: And in case
anystateshall not makesuchappointmentwithin one month
after notice given for that purposethe appointmentmay be
madeby the Unitedstatesin congressassembled.

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedandit
is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
theOommon*ealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
and by the authority of the same,That theUnited Statesin
congressassembled,shallbe andthey areherebyfully author-
ized and empoweredto levy for theuseof the United States
aforesaidthe following dutiesupon goods importedinto this
statefrom any foreign port, islandor plantation not within
[any of] theUnitedStates;uponall rumof Jamaicaproof,per
gallon, four ninetiethsof a dollar; upon all otherspiritousII-
quors,.threeninetiethsof a dollar; uponMadeirawine, twelve
ninetj~thsof a dollar; upon all otherwinessix ninetiethsof a
dollar;uponcommonBoheatea,perpound,six ninetiethsof a
dollar; upon all otherteastwenty-four ninetiethsof a dollar;
~iponpepperperpound,threeninetiethsof adollar; uponbrown
sugarperpoundonehalf ninetiethof a dollar; uponloaf sugar,
two ninetiethsof a dollar;uponall othersugarsoneninetiethof
a dollar; upon molassesper gallon one ninetieth of a dollar;
upon cocoaandcoffeeperpound,oneninetiethof a dollar; and
uponall othergoods,a duty of five percentum,ad valorem,at
thetime and placeof importation;for andduring theterm of
twenty-fiveyears.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalwaysand be it
furtherenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidduties
shallbe appliedto the dischargingof theinterestor principal
Of thedebtscontractedoii thefaithof theUnitedStatesfor sup-
porting the war, agreeableto the resolution of the United
Statesin Congre~sof thesixteenthdayof Decemberlast. And
the supremeexecutive.council of this stateshall, asoften as
occasionmaybe, appointthe collectorsof thedutiesaforesaid;
‘which collectorsso appointedshall be amenableto removable
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by theUnited Statesin congressalone. And in casethe su-
premeexecutivecouncil of this stateshall not makesuchap-
pointmentwithin onemonthafternoticegivento themfor that
purpose,theappointmentmaybemadeby theUnitedStatesin
congressassembled.

[Section III.] (Section flT, P. L.) And be it enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatbeforeanyof theaforesaidcol-
lectorsor their successorsshallenterupontheexecutionof th~
duties of their respectiveoffices eachand everyof them shall
makeoathor affirmationfor thefaithful dischargeof thesame
andshall enterinto bondswith two sufficient suretiesto the
presidentor vice-presidentofthe supremeexecutivecouncil for
thefaithful dischargeof their respectivedutiesand for the ac-
countingfor andpayingall suchsumsof moneyastheyshall
from timeto timereceiveby virtueof this act.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That everysuchcollectorshallbe en-
titled to suchcommissionsfortheir serviceson thewholeof the
moneysby themreceivedandpaidby virtueof this act~s con-
gressshall hereafterallow.

(SectionVI, P. L) And whereasthe congressof the United
Statesby theiractof theeighteenthdayof April, onethousand
sevenhundredand eighty-threeaforesaid,did resolvethat it
befurtherrecommendedto the [statesseveral]to establishfor
a term limited to twenty-fiveyearsand to appropriateto the
dischargeof theinterestandprincipalof thedebtscontracted
on the faith of the United Statesfor supportingthewar sub-
stantialandeffectualrevenuesof suchnatureastheymayjudge
most convenientfor supplyingtheir respectiveproportionsof
onemillion five hundredthousanddollarsannually, exclusive
of theaforementioneddutieswhich proportionto be fixed and
equalizedfrom time to time accordingto therule which is or
may by prescribedby the articles of confederation;provided
thatuntil therule of theconfederationcanbe carriedinto prac-
ticetheproportionof the stateof Pennsylvaniaof thesaidone
million andfive hundredthousanddo1larsshallbetwo hundred
and~vethousandonehundredandeighty-ninedollars:

[SectionV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedbythe
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authorityaforesaid,Thatthe saidproportionof theonemillion
five hundredthousanddollars as aforesaidannually for the
term of twenty-five yearsshallheraisedandlevied on theper-
sonsandestatesof theinhabitantsof thisstatefor theusesand
purposesaforesaidin suchmanneras the legislatureof this
commonwealthshall from time to time hereafterdirect: Pro-
vided alwaysthat if any of the annualproportionsof the one
million two hundredandfive thousandonehundredandeighty-
ninedollarsaforesaidshallbeotherwiseraisedandpaidto the
United Statesfor the usesand purposesaforesaidthen such
annuallevyortaxshallbe discontinued.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVIII, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
bytheauthorityaforesaid,Thatthemoneyto be raisedby virtue
of this act shall be and it herebyis appropriatedto the dis-
chargeof theinterestandprincipal of thedebtscontractedon
thefaith of theUnited Statesfor supportingthewar.

[SectionVII.] (SectionIX, P. L.) Providedalwaysandbeit
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this act shall
not take effect until eachand every of the thirteen United
Statesshall makelaws conformableto the actsof congresson
which this act is founded.

(SectionX, P.L.) Andwhereascongressdid on theeighteenth
day of April aforesaid,resolve,Thatan annualaccountof the
proceedsand applicationof all the aforementionedrevenues

shouldbemadeout andtransmittedto the severalstates,dis-
tinguishing the proceedsof eachof the specifiedarticlesand
theamountof the wholerevenuereceivedfrom eachstate,to-
getherwith the allowancesmade to the severalofficers em-
ployedin thecollectionofthe saidrevenues.

[SectionVIII.] (SectionXI, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,That the saidaccountswhenmade
out in theform and manneraforesaidand transmittedto the
supremeexecutivecouncil shallforthwith betransmittedto the
comptroller-generalof this state,who shall enterthe sam~in
fair andseparatebooksandshall lay thesaid booksbeforethe
assemblyof this stateor the supremeexecutivecouncil when
theretorequired;and for thesatisfactionof th~goodpeopleof
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this statethesaidaccountsshallbepublishedby thesaidcomp-
troller asoftenastheassemblyshalldirect.

[SectionIX.] (SectionXII, P. L.) And be it enactedby the
authorityaforesaid,Thattheact entitled“An actto vestin the
congressof theUnited Statesa powerto levy dutiesof five per
centumadvaloremoncertaingoodsandmerchandiseimported
into this commonwealthand on prizes and prize-goodscon-
demnedin thecourtof admiraltyof this stateafterthefirst day
of May, one thousandsevenhundredand eighty-one,andap-
propriatingthesame,”1 passedthefifth dayof April, onethou-
sandsevenhundredand eighty-one,and-every clause,matter
and thing therein contained,be and the sameis herebyre-
pealedandmadevoid.

PassedSeptember23, 1783. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. —. See
theAct of AssenThlypassedMarch 16, 1786, Chapter1137; April 8,
1786, Chapter1226.

CHAPTER MXL.

A FURTHER SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FO~
ACKNOWLEDGING AND RECORDINGOF DEEDS.” 1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasin andby anact of thegeneralas-
semblyof thelateprovinceofPennsylvanianow in forcewithin
this commonwealth,entitled “An act for acknowledgingand
recordingof deeds,”passedthe twenty-eightday of May, one
thousandsevenhundredandfifteen it iS providedthat no deed
or mortgageor defeasibledeedsin the natureOf mortgages
thereafterto bemadeshouldbe goodor sufficient to conveyor
passanyfreeholdor inheritanceor to grantanyestatethereip
for lifeoryearsunlesssuchdeedbeacknowledgedorprovedand
recordedwithin six monthsafter the datethereofwheresuch
landslie:

1PassedApril 5, 1781, Chapter937.
I PassedMay 28, 1715, Chapter208.


