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afreepassagefor theredundantwater,in suchmannerasshall
remedythe evil aforesaideffecutally.

[SectionV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) Providedalways, That the
moneysraisedor to be raisedfor the purposesaforesaidshall
not exceedthe sum of fi.ve’thousandpounds.

PassedMarch 30, 1784. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 298, etc. See

theAct of AssemblypassedSeptember1, 1784, Chapter1106.

CHAPTERMXOII.~

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE FISHERIES IN THE RIVERS DELAWARE
AND LEHIGH, AND FORTHE PRESERVATIONOF THE FISH IN THE
SAID RIV~R~.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit is representedto this houseby
petition from a number of the inhabitants of ~Torthampton
county, that it bath becomea commonpractice to fish in the
rivers DelawareandLehigh with divers seinesor netsin the
samepool or fishingplace,sothat theshadandotherfish arein
a greatmeasurepreventedfrom running up the saidrivers to
the placeswheretheyusually spawn;wherebytheir numbers
aretoo muchdiminishedandtheinhabitantsof this statedwel-
ling nearthe upper partsof the said rivers, aredeprivedof a
reasonableproportionof suchfish:

For remedywhereof:
[Section I.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand it

is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,and
by the authority of the same,That from andafter the publi-
cation of this act, no morethan oneseineor net shallbe cast,
drawnor madeuseof, by any personor personswhatsoeverin
anyonepool or fishing placein thesaidrivers or eitherof them
or any part thereof within the jurisdiction of this common-
wealth, within any one term of twenty-four hours, to begin
fromtwelveof theclockat noon,andto continueuntil thesame
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hourthenextday; andthat if anypersonor personsshallcast,
drawormakeuseof anyseineornetin anypoolor fishing place
in thesaidriversor eitherof them,or shallbeaidingorassist-
ing therein within the jurisdiction aforesaid,and within the
timealoresaid,afteranyotherseineornethasbeenwithin that
timedrawnoutof the same,every [such] personorpersonsso
offendingbeingthereofconvictedbeforeanyjusticeof thepeace
in and.for the countywherehe or they shallbe apprehended
(which justiceis herebyauthorizedandempoweredto hear,try
anddeterminethesame)shallforfeit thesumof five pounds-for
every suchoffense, one moiety thereofto be paidto the pro-
secutorandtheothermoiety to be paidto theoverseersof the
poorof the city, borough,district or township,wheresuchof-
fendershall reside,if residentwithin this state, if otherwise
wherehe shall be apprehendedfor the useof thepoorthereof.

And in orderto ascertainwhat shall bedeemedandheldto
bea poolor fishing placewithin themeaningof this act:

[Section II.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,Thatwithin so muchof thesaidriver Dela-
wareasextendsfrom thestationpoint or northwestcornerof
New Jerseyto theplaceuponthesaidriver wherethecircular
boundaryof thestateof Delawaretouchesuponthesame,and
within all theislandsannexedto this state,from the placeor
placeswhereseinesor nets have beenusually thrown in, to
theplaceor placeswheretheyhavebeenusuallytakenout or
from theplaceorplaceswheretheymayhereafterbe thrownin,
to theplaceor placesthey maybetakeno~utin the saidriver,
and so much of the river Lehigh asextendsfrom one side or
bankto the othersideor bank thereof,and from theplace or
placeswhereseinesornetshavebeenusually thrownin to the
placeorplaceswheretheyhavebeenusuallytakenout orfrom
the placeor placeswheretheymay hereafterbe thrownin to
the placeor placesthey may be taken out, in the aforesaid
river shall be deemedandheld, andis herebydeclaredto bea
pool or fishingplacewithin themeaningof this act.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) Providedalways,and be it
further enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatif any person
orpersonsshall cast,draw or makeuseof anyseineor netfor
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catchingfish in the saidrivers) or either of them or in any Of
thepoolsor fishingplacesaforesaidor shallbeaidingor assist-
ing thereinbetweenthe sun’s setting on Saturdayand sun’s
rising on Mondaynext following, everysuchpersonor persons
being thereofconvictedin manneraforesaidshall forfeit the
sum~f five poundsto bepaidin themanneraforesaid.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it enactedby theau-
thority aforesaid,Thatif anypersonorpersonsshallbe found
making useof any seineor net contraryto thetrue intentand
meaningof this act,every suchpersonorpersons.,so offending
shall in addition to the penaltyaforesaid,forfeit the seinesor
netsomadeuseof; whichsaidseineor netshall by orderof the
justicebeforewhom suchperson,or personsshallbe convicted,
be exposedto public sale,after giving five day’snotice thereof
by advertisements,andthemoneyarisingtherefromto- bepaid
in themanneraforesaid,andfor the useaforesaidthe cost of
suchprosecutionand sale beingfirst deducted.

[SectionV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) Providedalways,and be it
enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That if any personor per-
sonsshall cast,draw or makeuseof any seineor net for the
purposeof catchingshadwithin thelimits of this state,in that
part of the river D~lawarebetweenthe placewherethe same
touchesupon the circular boundaryof the stateof Delaware
andthefalls of Trenton,afterthetenthdayof May, orbetween
the said falls of Trentonandthe mouth of the river Lehigh,
afterthefifteenth dayof saidmonth,or in anyotherpartof the
said river Delawarebetweenthemouthof Lehighandthesta-
tion point or northwestcornerof thestateof New Jerseyor
in anypartof thesaidriver Lehigh afterthetwentiethday of
May aforesai.din everyyear,every suchpersonor persons50

offendingand beingthereofconvictedbeforeany two justices
of thepeacein andfor the countywhereheorthey shallbeap-
prehended(which justices are herebyauthorized,empowered
andrequiredto hear,try anddeterminethesame),shallforfeit
and pay the sum of twenty poundsto be appliedto the use
aforesaid,andlikewisepaythecostsofprosecution.

(SectionVII, P. L.) And whereasit is found by experience
that large quantitiesof the fry and broodof fish, aswell as
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youngfish unfit for use,havebeenfor many yearspast,killed
anddestroyedby wears,racks,baskets,dams,poundsandother
like enginesanddevices,formedanderectedin the rivers afore-
said, for taking of large fish wherebythe greatquantitiesof
fish, which were formerly to be found andtaken in the said
rivers, are much diminishedto the greatdamageandinjury of
the public:

For remedywhereof:
[Section VI.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-

thority aforesaid,That if any person or personswhatsoever
shallerect,build, setup, repairor maintainor shallbe aiding,
assistingor abettingin erecting,building, settingup, repairing
or maintaininganywear,rack,baskets,fishing dams,poundor
other devicewhatsoeverfor the taking of fish within the said
riversor eitherof them,or [that] shall fix or fastenanynet or
netsor any otherdeviceacrossor in any of the saidrivers; or
[that] shall, take, destroyor spoil any spawn,fry or brood of
~.sh,or anykind of fish whatsoever,in anysuchwear,rack,bas-
kets,fishing dams,poundsor other deviceaforesaid,everysuch
personor personsso offending, contraryto the true intent and
meaningof this actbeing legally convictedthereofby the oath
or a~1rmationof oneor more crediblewitnesses,or by his or
their own confession,shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty
poundslawful money of this commonwealthfor every such
offense, or suffer nine months imprisonmentwithout bail or
mainprise,onemoiety of which forfeiture shall be paid to the
informer or prosecutor,andthe othermoiety to the overseers
of thepoorof thetownship,cityor borough,wheresuchoffender
shall reside, for the use of the poor of the saidtownship, city
or boroughif residentwithin this commonwealth,if otherwise
wherebeshall be apprehended.

[SectionVII.] (SectionIX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That all andevery of the offenses
which shallbehereaftercommittedagainstthe true intent and
meaningof this act within either of the said rivers Delaware
or Lehigh shallbe laid to be committedwithin the saidrivers
respectively,in the countywhich shall lie next to or adjoining
that part of the said rivers respectivelywhere the offense is
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committed;andthejusticesof thecountycourt of quarterses-
sionsof the saidcounty,which shall so adjoin the partof the
saidriver wheretheoffetiseis committed,areherebyauthorized,
empoweredandrequired,to hear,try anddeterminethe same
by a jury of the county, in thesamemannerasothercriminal
offenses,committedwithin theirrespectivecounties,areusually
heard,triedand determined,beforethem.

And for the morespeedyremovalof suchwears,racks,bas-
kets, fishing dams,poundsand other devicesaforesaidasare
alreadyorhereaftershallbemadein anyof thesaidrivers:

[SectionVIII.] (SectionX, P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,Thatthejusticesof thecountycourtof quar-
tersessionsof theseveralcountieswithin thisstate,boundedon
and adjoiningto any of thesaid rivers, in which the sameare
included,at their nextcourt of quartersessions,after thepub-
lication of this act, andasoften afterasthereshall beocca-
~ion,andthat any justice or justicesof the peaceout of term
time, shall andtheyareherebyenjoinedandrequired,to issue
forth their warrantsto theoverseersof thehighwaysof each
and every township, next adjacentto the wear, rack, fishing
dam, poundor otherdeviceaforesaid,so erected,or in which
theyor anyof them, shall be erected,enjoining and requiring
them the said overseersrespectivelyforthwith to remove or
causeto beremovedeverysuchwear,rack,basket,fishing dam,
poundor otherdivice aforesaid;andfor that purposeto sum-
mon theinhabitantsof theirrespectivetownships,giving them
threedays’noticeto repair,-to throwdown,removeanddestroy
suchwear, rack, basket,fishing dam, pound or other device
aforesaid,so erected,built orsetup in manneraforesaid,andto
makereturnof suchtheir proceedingsto the said justices,at
their next court of quartersessions,by whom suchwarrants
shall be respectivelyissued;and if any suchoverseeror over-
seersof thehighways,to whom suchwarrantshallbedirected,
shall refuse or neglectto dischargeand perform the duty
thereby.enjoinedand requiredof him or them, he or they so
offending,andbeingthereoflegally convictedby a jury of the
county,or by his or their own confession,beforethe said jus-
tices,in thesaid courtof quartersessions,shall for everysuch
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offense,forfeit andpayto the overseersof the poor of thetown-
ship, city, boroughor district wheresuchoffenderor offenders
shall reside,the sum of twenty poundsfor the useof the poor
of the saidtownship, city, boroughor district; and if any in-
habitant,sosummonedshall refuseor neglectto attendin per-
son, or to send anotherable personin his room to assistin
throwing down, removinganddestroyingsuchwear, rack, fish-
ing dam,basket,pound or other device aforesaid,so erected,
built or setup, in suchmannerasthe saidoverseeror everseers
shall orderor direct,heshall forfeit andpaythe sumof twenty
shillings for everysuch offense,to the overseersof the poor of
the township, city, boroughor district whoseinhabitantsare
sosummonedfor theuseof thepoor of thesame;to berecovered
andlevied asdebtsunderforty shillings areby law directedto

be recoveredandlevied.
And to preventanydelaythat may happenthrough default

of anyof thesaidjustices,the saidoverseersof the highways,or
of anyotherpersonor personswhatsoever:

[Section IX.] (SectionXI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,That it shall andmay b~lawful to andfor
any personor personswhatsoeverto break, throw down, re-
moveanddestroy,all or anywearor wears,fishingdams,racks,
baskets,poundsor other deviceswhatsoever,built, set up or
laid, or to be built, set up or laid within any of theaforesaid
rivers, for catchingof fish as aforesaid;andthat everyperson
or persons,who shall, assault,hinder or obstruct any person
or personsin pulling down, breaking,removing or destroying
anyof the aforesaiddevicesin eitherof therivers aforesaid,and
being thereof legally convictedbeforeanyoneof the said jus-
ticesof the saidcourts,shall forfeit andpayfor every suchof-
fensefive poundslawful moneyasaforesaid;onemoiety thereof
to the useof the poor asaforesaidandtheother moietyto the
personor personsassaultedor obstructedin removing or de-
stroying any of the saiddevicesto be recoveredby warrant
from anyof the saidjusticesasdebtsof five pounds,or under,
arerecoverableby the laws of this state.

20—XI -
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And for the moreeffectualdetectingandpunishingoffenders
againstthis act:

[SectionX.] (SectionXII, P. L.) Be it enactedby theauthor-
ity aforesaid,That the constableof eachrespectivetownship,
city, boroughor district which shallbebounded~byor adjoin
to anypart of either of the said rivers, shall andhe is hereby
enjoinedandrequired under the penaltyof five poundsto be
recoveredandapplied in mannerlast aforesaid carefully and
diligently to inspectandview once at least in every fourteen
daysfrom thefirst dayof Augustto thefirst dayof Decemberin
everyyear,suchpartsof the saidrivers asshallbeadjoininghis
respectivetownship,boroughor district; andhavinganyknowl-
edgeof any offensesagainstthis act, he shall forthwith give
informationthereofto somejustice of the peacewho shall im-
mediately issuehis warrant to the- overseersof the highways
aforesaid,for the purposesaforesaid,andthe said constable
shallalsopresent,on oathor affirmation every suchoffenseto
-thejusticesof the court of quartersessionsof their respective
counties,togetherwith the nameor namesof suchoffender or
offendersthat he ox they maybe tried accordingto the direc-
~tionsof this act, which oathor affirmationthe saidjusticesare
herebyrequiredduly andcarefully to administer.

PassedMarch 30, 1784. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 300, etc. See

theAct of AssemblypassedAprIl 7, 1786,Chapter1222..

CHAPTER MXCIII

AN ACT TO REMEDY THE DEFECTS OF THE SEVERAL ACTS OF AS-
SEMBLY HERETOFORE MADE FOR REGULATING TH~IELECTIONS
OF THE JUSTICESOF THE PEACE THROUGHOUT THIS STATE, AND
TO ESTABLISH A PERMANENT MODE OF HOLDING SUCH ELECTIONS;
•AND TO AUTHORIZE THE JUSTICESOF-THE PEACE OF THE CITY OF -

PHILADELPHIA TO HOLD THE COURTS OF RECORD OF THE SAID
CITY.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereasin andby the act of assemblyof
this commonwealthwhich waspassedon the fifth dayof Feb-
ruary,in theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhundred,sev-


