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CHAPTERMXCIX.

AN ACT CONFIRMING AN AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO BETWEEN THIS
STATE AND THE STATE OF VIRGINIA.

(SectionI, P. L.) WhereasGeorgeBryan, John Ewing and
David Rittenhousewere duly appointedcommissionerson be-
half of this commonwealthandfully authorizedto meetand
agreewith othercommissionerson the part of Virginia upon
the westernboundary:And whereasthe said GeorgeBryant
JohnEwing and David Rittenhousein pursuanceof the said
trust and power, did, on the thirty-first day of August, one
‘thousandsevenhundredand seventy-ninemeetcertain com-
missionerson thepartof Virginia, to-wit: JamesMaddisonand
RobertAndrews,andanagreementwasthenenteredinto, con-
cludedand signedby and betweenthe said commissionerson
the part~oftheir respectivestatesby whom theywere for the
purposeaforesaiddelegatedwhich agreementwas upon the
twenty-third day of September,one thousandsevenhundred
and eighty unanipiouslyconfirmedby this commonwealth,as
follows: Resolved,That although the conditions annexedby
thelegislatureof Virginia to the ratification of the boundary
line agreedto by the commissionersof PennsylvaniaandVir-
ginia on thethirty-first of August,onethousandsevenhundred
and seventy-ninemay tendto countenancesomeunwarranta-
ble claims which may be madeunderthe stateof Virginia, in
consequenceof pretendedpurchasesor settlementspendingthe
controversy,yetthis statedeterminingto giveto theworld the
mostunequivocalproofof their earnestdesireto promotepeace
andharmonywith a sisterstateso necessaryduring this great
contestagainstthe commonenemydo agreeto the conditionS
proposedby thestateof Virginia in theirresolvesof thetwenty-
third dayof Junelast, to wit: Thattheagreementmadeon the
thirty-first day of August, one thousandsevenhundredand
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seventy-ninebetweenJamesMaddison and Robert Andrews
commissionersfor the commonwealthof Virginia and George
Bryan, John Ewing and David Bittenhouse,commissioners
for the commonwealthof Pennsylvaniabe ratified and finally
confirmed, to wit: Thatthe line commonlycalled Mason and
Dixon’s line, beextendedduewest,five degreesof longtitudeto
becomputedfrom theriverDelawarefor thesouthernboundary
of Pennsylvania;andthata meridiandrawnfrom the western
extremitythereofto thenorthernlimits of the said statesre-
spectively,be the westernboundary of Pennsylvaniaforever
on conditionthat theprivatepropertyandrightsof all persons
acquiredunder,foundedon, orrecognizedby thelawsof either
countrypreviousto thedatehereofbe savedandconfirmedto
them althoughthey shouldbe found to fall within theother,
and that in the decisionof disputesthereonpreferenceshall
begivento theelderorprior right which everof thesaidstates
the sameshall have beenacquiredunder, suchpersonspay-
ing, within whoseboundarytheir lands shall be included the
samepurchaseor considerationmoneywhich wouldhavebeen
duefrom themto thestateunderwhich they claimedtheright
andwhereanysuchpurchaseorconsiderationmoneyhathsince
the declarationof American independencebeen receivedby
either statefor lands,which, accordingto the before recited
agreement,shall fall within theterritoryof theother,thesame
shall be reciprocallyrefundedandrepaidandthattheinhabi-
tantsof thedisputedterritory, now cededto thestateof Penn-
sylvaniashallnot beforethefirst day of Decemberin the pre-
sentyear,besubjectto thepaymentof any tax,noratany time
to thepaymentof any arrearsof taxesor impositionshereto-
fore laid by either state,and we do herebyacceptand fully
ratify thesaidrecitedconditionandtheboundaryline formed.

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasit is right andjust that the
saidagreementandeverypart thereofshouldbe confirmedby
this statesavinguntoall personstheir rightsacquiredasafore-
saidbeforetheratificationbeforecited in orderthat no cause
whatevershould interrupt that harmonywhich it is the de-
sire of this commonwealthto preservewith a sisterstate:
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[Section I.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted,and
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
andby theauthorityof thesame,Thatthe agreementandstipu-
lations before recited andevery part thereof enteredinto as
aforesaidis herebyratified andconfirmed anddeclaredto be
valid andbinding on behalfof this commonwealthandas ef-
fectually andto all intents andpurposesasif the saidagree-
mentwas especiallyrecitedin this act.

PassedApril 1, 1784. Recorded L. B. No. 2, p. 332, etc.

CHAPTERMC.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE COMPTROLLER-GENERAL TO ISSUE CERTIFI~
CATES FOR THE BALANCES DUE ON THE ACCOUNTS OF THE LATE
RANGING COMPANIES RAISED FOR THE DEFENSE OP THE FRON-
TIERS, AND OTHER ACCOUNTS DUE TO THE CITIZENS OF THIS
STATE.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereasthere are considerablebalances
dueto the citizensof this stateincludingthe severalcompanies
of rangersraised for the defenseof the frontiers thereof,sta-
tioned in the countiesof ~Torthampton, Bedford, Northumber-
land, Westmorelandand Washington:

And whereasthe presentstateof our financesis such that
[those] balancescannotbe immediatelydischarged:

And whereasit is just andreasonablethat suchassuranceof
this stateshould be given as may secureto the personscon-
cernedaprospectof payment:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedandit
is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,and
by the authority of the same,That upon liquidation of the sev-
eral accountsof the officers, soldiersandcitizensof this state,
the comptroller-generalshall andhe is herebyauthorizedand
directedto grant certificatesto eachandeveryof themfor the
balancedue to them respectivelyin speciewhich certificates


