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CHAPTER MCXX.

AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT TO ENABLE THE
OWNERS AND POSSESSORSOF A CERTAIN TRACT OF MARSH
MEADOW GROUND-THEREIN DESCRIBED, SITUATED IN THE TOWN-
SHIP OF KINGSESSING IN THE COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA TO KEEP
THE BANKS, DAMS, SLUICES AND FLOOD-GATES IN REPAIR AND TO
RAISE A FUND TO DEFRAY THE EXPENSE THEREOF.” 1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas by an act, entitled “An act to
enable the owners and possessorsof a certain tract of marsh
and meadow ground therein described situated, lying [and]
being in the northerii district of the township of Kingsessing
in the county of Philadelphia to keepthe banks, dams, sluiceS,
and flood-gates in repair andto raise a fund to defray the ex-
pensesthereof,”1 IsaacPearson,William Parkerand Andrew
Banksonweretherebynominated,authorizedandappointedto
divide the bankswhich surroundthe samepiece of marshor
meadowground,andallot andappoint how many perchesof
the said bank each owner or possessorof the said tract of
meadow land should make, repair, maintain and supportin
proportion to the numberof acresof meadowbeheld therein
allotting thepartandproportionso to be made,repaired,main-
tained andsupportedasnearand convenientas might be to
the landof eachrespectiveownerthereof,all which saMallot-
mentssomadeandsignifiedby an instrumentof writing under
the handsandsealsof anytwo of them,should be the proper
shares,parts,proportionsandquantitiesof bankfor theseveral
ownersor occupiers of the said meadowsto make repair
a~dsupport.attheir own propercostandchargeasin andby
thesaidin part recitedactmorefully appears.

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereas it is found by experience
that the mode of supportingthe said banksby individual al-
lotmentsis attendedwith diversinconveniences:

Therefore:

1PassedFebruary18, 1769, Chapter 585.
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[SectionL] Be it enacted,andit is herebyenactedby theRep-
resentativesof the Freemenof the Commonwealthof Pennsyl-
vania in GeneralAssemblymet and by the authority of the
same;Thatfrom andafterthe publicationof this actthe sev-
eral ownersof meadowgroundwithin the bankssurrounding
the sameshall be foreverhereafterreleasedand discharged
from making, maintaining,repairingand supportingtheir sev-
eral proper shares,parts, proportionsand quantities of the
•saidbankto themallottedin pursuanceof the saidrecitedact
at their own properexpenseand chargeandof and from all
penaltiesand~forfeituresby the said recited act annexedfor
theneglectthereof.

[Section II.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatimmediatelyafterthepassing
of this actit shallandmay be lawful for thepresentmanagers
of thesaid companyto enterinto apduponthe saidbanksand
if upon inspectionit shouldappearto themthat anyparticu-
lar allotmentsthereofshall standfn immediateneedof repair
thenit shallbe lawful for the said managerswithout consult-
ing the ownersof the particularallotmentswhich shall so re-
quire immediateneed of repair, to enterupon the adjoining
groundswith suchworkmen, horses,carts, implementsand
tools asshall be necessary,andto dig, andcastearthor pur-
chaseothermaterialsand causesaidallotmentsof bankto be
repairedso as to put them al~in order and repairas nearly
equalaspossibleat theseveralexpenseand chargeof eachof
the saidownersof thesaid allotmentswhich shall requiresuch
repair, andto levy, recover,collect, and.receivefrom eachof
them respectivelythe severalamountsof the said respective
charges,in thesamemanner,andunderthesamepenaltiesand
forfeituresasthetaxesfortheotherpurposesin thesaidrecited
act mentionedare directedto be levied, recovered,collected
andpaid.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thattheownersandpossessorsof
saidmarshmeadowgroundhereindescribedshallandarehere-
by authorizedandempoweredassoonasconvenientafterthe
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passingof this act(giving six days’ notice) to choosethreeper-
sonsmanagersin theroomof thepresentmanagers.

(SectionV, P.L.) And whereasit maysometimeshappenthat
greatbenefitmaybederivedto thegeneralinterestof saidcom-
pany by makingsomeadditionalworks for thesecurityof the
said banksbut thelength of time necessaryto procurethe‘con-
sentof all theownersmaypreventthe samebeingdone in due
time:

[SectionIV.] Be it thereforeenactedby theauthorityafore-
said,Thatit shallandmaybe lawful for any two of themana-
gersat anytime whenthey shall beof opinion that any such
additionalworks arenecessary(not hereinnor by the act to
this is a supplementprovidedfor) shall becomenecessaryand
expedientfor the generalbenefit of all the said ownersor to
causethe sameto be doneat thejoint expenseand chargeof
all thesaid owners.

(SectionVI, P. L.) Provided, that the said managersnow
electedor hereaftermay be electedshallmakeor causeto be
madeand procureda just andtrue estimateof the expenseof
eachand everyownerin repairinghis respectiveallotwent of
bank in consequenceof the damagesustainedin said allot-
mentby thebreakingup of the ice in the springwhich is con-
sideredasan act of providencemore thanany neglectof the
ownersto the endthat the expensethereofmay be defrayed
by a generalassessmentand that thosepersons who have
borne an over proportionof therepairsthereofmay be cred-
ited in a futureassessmentfor suchsumsasthey havepaid
more thantheir share agreeableto a general assessmentof
saidmeadowsaccordingto thequantitytheyrespectivelyhold.

[SectionV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That so muchof the said recited
act asis hereinand herebyalteredshallbe andis herebyre-
pealedandmadenull andvoid; yet all andeveryothermatter
and thing thereincontainedshall be andremainin full force
andvirtue asif this actwasnevermade.

PassedDecember15, 1784. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. ~38G,etc.


