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grant relief unto all personsconfinedas aforesaidfor debt
(otherthanthr finesandforfeituresfor crimesandmisdemean-
ors) due to the commonwealth,or for rent due from them to
their respectivelessorsor landlordsin the samemannerand
form asaforesaid;any law to the contrarynotwithstanding.

PassedDecember20, 1784. RecordedL. B. No. 2, P. 382, etc. See

theactof AssemblypassedFebruary14, 1729-30,Chapter315.

CHAPTERMOXXIL

AN ACT TO ALTER AND AMEND AN ACT OF ASSEMBLY, ENTITLED
“AN ACT FOROPENING THE LAND-OFFICE, FORGRANTING AND DIS-
POSINGOF THE UNAPPROPRIATED LANDS WITHIN THIS STATE.” 1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasin andby the actof assemblyen-
titled ‘An actfor openingtheland-office,for grantinganddis-
posingof theunappropriatedlandswithin this state,” it was
enjoineduponthe commissionersappointedfor making a fur-
therpurchaseof all theresidueof theunpurchasedlandswith-
in the limits of this statethat they ascertain,in their nego-
tiation with the Indianswith the greatestpossibleprecision
the line betweenthe landsalreadypurchasedand thosethat
shall beby thempurchased:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasthedirectionsgiven asafore-
said to the said commissionershave been supposedby some
personsto vestin the said commissionerssufficient authority
to adjustandascertaintheboundariesandlinesof thepurchase
of lands madeby the late proprietariesof the Six Nation In-
dianson the fifth day of Novemberin theyearof ourLord one
thousandsevenhundredand sixty-eightso asto influenceand
affect the location, of lands under former acts of assembly
andof the saidrecitedact:

(SectionIII, P. L.) And whereasuncertaintiesand jncouVe
niencesmayarisefrom.theconstructionaforesaid:

Therefore:

ipassedApril 1, 1784, Chapter1094.
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[SectionI.] (SectionIV, P.L.) Beit enacted,andit is hereby
enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssembly met and by the
au’thority of thesame,andit is herebydeclared,That the di-
rectionsaboverecited did not give nor oughtto be construed
to give to the said commissionersany authorityto ascertain,
definitively, theboundarylinesaforesaid;andthatthelinesof
the purchaseso made,as aforesaid,in theyear onethousand
sevenhundredand sixty-eight, striking the line of the west
branchof the river Susquehannaat the mouth of Lycomick
or Lycoming creek shall be the boundariesof the samepur-
chaseto all legalintentsandpurposesuntil thegeneralassem-
bly shallotherwiseregulateanddeclarethe same.

(SectionV, P. L.) And whereasthemodeof sale by auction
of thelandswhich the commissionersaforesaidwere directed
and empoweredto purchase,providedin and by the said act
appearsto beinconvenientandwould betediousandmanyper-
Sonsdisposedto becomereal settlerswould therebybedeprived
of their propersharesthereof; and whereasthe direction by
thesaid act givento saidofficers of theland-officeto takethe
bonds of the purchaserspayablewithin two years for one
moiety of the considerationwherebythe lien on the lands as
here-tofore, for thepurchasemoneyorarrearsthereofwould be
waivedandgreatdamageensueto theCommonwealth:

Therefore:
[SectionII] (SectionVI, P. L.) Be it further enactedby the

authority aforesaid,That the said act so far asit directsand
authorizesthelayingoutthelands,soto be purchasedasafore-
saidin lots andsellingthemby publicauctionandso far alsoas
it directsand enablestheofficers of thesaid land-officeto give
credit for any partof thepurchasemoneyorto takebondsfor
the sameshallbe andthe sameareherebyrepealedand made
void.

[SectionIII.] (Section.VII, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatfrom andafter thefirst dayof
May next and not soonertheland-office of this commonwealth
shallbe openfor applicationsfor thelandswithin thepurchase
madeor to bemadeby thecommissionersaforesaid(the lands
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within this stateappropriatedfor the redemptionof depre-
ciation certificatesand the donation landsto the officers and
soldiersof the Pennsylvanialine only excepted)at andafter
therateof thirty poundsfor everyhundredacresof thesanie,
andso in proportionfor greateror lessquantitiesthereofsuch
applicationor thesurveythereofto bemadenot to exceedone
thousandacreswith theusualallowanceof six percentumfor
highwaysand everyapplicantfor any of the samelandsshall
beforethe warrantfor the sameissueproduceto thesecretary
of theland-office,anaccquittancesignedby thereceiver-general
of the [said] land-office, setting forth that the full purchase
and considerationaforesaidhas beenpaid and satisfied and
thebills of creditof this statedatedthetwentiethday of April
onethousandsevenhundredandeighty-oneandgold andsilver
moneyandthecertificatesdescribedanddirectedin andby the
act aforesaidshall be receivedby the said receiver-generalin
satisfactionof all purchasemoneyasaforesaid.

[Section IV.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Providedalways,and be
it furtherenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatanywarrant
which shallbeissuedin pursuanceof thisact shall notbecon-
fined to any pa~ticularplacebut shall enabletheapplicantto
getthesamelocatedupon anyvacantland wherethesaid ap-
plicant shall think fit exceptasaforesaid,andtheland ‘which
shall besurveyeduponany suchwarrantshallnot exceedthe
numberof acresexpressedin the said warrant and the same
land shallbeall locatedandsurveyedin onetract or parcel.

(SectionIX, P. L.) And whereasdivers personswho have
heretoforeoccupiedand cultivated small tractsof land with-
out the boundsof thepurchasemadeasaforesaidin the year
of our Lord one thousandsevenhundredand sixty-eight and
within thepurchasemadeor now to bemadeby thesaidcom-
missionershave by their resolutestandand sufferingsduring
the late war meritedthat thosesettlersshould havethepre-
emptionof theirrespectiveplantations:

[SectionV.] (SectionX, P. L.) Beit thereforeenactedby the
authority aforesaid,r2hat all and everypersonor personsand
their legalrepresentativeswho hasor haveheretoforesettled
on thenorth sideof thewestbranchof theriver Susquebanna



1782] The &atutes at Large of Pennsylvania. 401

upon the Indian territory between Lycomick or Lycoming
creekon the eastand Tyagaghtonor Pine creekon thewest
aswell asotherlandswithin thesaid residuarypurchasefrom
theIndiansof theterritory within this stateexceptingalways
the lands hereinbefore exceptedshall be allowed a right of
pre-emptionto their respectivepossessionsat the price afore-
said.

[SectionVI.] (SectionXI, P.L.) Providedalwaysandbe it
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That no personshall be
entitled to the preemptionaforesaidunlesshe, sheor they
shall havemadeactual settlementas beforedescribedbefore
the yearof our Lord one thousandsevenhundredand eighty
andthat no suchclaim shallbeadmittedto or underanysuch
personor personsfor morethan threehundredacresof land
with theusualallowancefor roadsto be surveyedtogetherand
in onetract, norunlessapplicationfor thesamebe madeand
the considerationthereof tenderedto the receiver-generalof
theland-officeon or beforethefirst dayof Novembernext.

PassedDecember21, 1784. RecordedL. B. No. 2, P. 384, etc.
See the Acts of Assembly passedOctober3, 1788, Chapter1364;
April 3, 1792, Chapter1624.

CHAPTERMCXXIII.

AN ACT FOR DIRECTING THE MODE OF RECOVERING DEBTS CON-
TRACTED BEFORETHE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY, IN THE YEAR OF
OURLORD ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasmost of the debtscontractedby
thecitizensof this statebeforethefirst day of Januaryin the
yearof our Lord one thousandseven hundredand seventy-
sevenwhich yet remainunpaid aredue andowing from per-
sonswho from principlesof honor and honestydeclinedpay-
ing their debtsin papercurrencyof lessvaluethanthemoney
in which theywere contractedwhenby thelaws of thestate
theymight have so done and it would be unreasonablethat
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