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CHAPTER MCXXX.

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT THE IMMEDIATE PAYMENT OF
THE SUM OF FIFTEEN THOUSAND POUNDS STERLING TO THE
DEVISEESAND LEGATEES OF THOMAS PENN AND RICHARD PENN
AND TO THE WIDOW AND RELICT OF THE SAID THOMAS PENN,
BEING THE FIRST YEARLY PAYMENT DIRECTED TO BE PAID TO
THEM BY AN ACT OF ASSEMBLY OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, ENTI-
TLED “AN ACT FORVESTING THE ESTATEOF THE LATE PROPRIE-
TARIES OF PENNSYLVANIA IN THE COMMONWEALTH.” 1

(SectionI, P.L.) Whereasin andby ~nactof generalassem-
bly of this commonwealthentitled “An act for vestingthe es-
tate of thelate proprietariesof Pennsylvaniain thecommon-
wealth,1passedon thetwenty-seventhday of Novemberwhich
was in theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhundredand
seventy-nine it was for the considerationtherein mentioned
enactedandprovidedthat the sum of one hundredand thirty
thousandpoundssterling money of Great Britain should be
paid out of thetreasuryof this stateto theheirs anddevisees
of ThomasPennandRichardPenn,lateproprietariesof Penn-
sylvaniarespectivelyandto thewidowof ThomasPennin such
proportionsasshould hereafterby the Legislaturebe deemed
equitableandjust upona full investigationof theirrespective
claims but that no part of the said sum of one hundredand
thirty thousandponudssterling shouldbe paid asaforesaid
within lessthanone yearaftertheterminationof thepresent
warbetweentheUnited Statesof Americaand GreatBritain
normorethantwenty thousandpoundssterlingnor lessthan
fifteen thousandpoundssterlingthereofshouldbe paidor pay-
ablein any one yearuntil thewhole sum be discharged,and
that the first annualpaymentthereofbe madeat the expira-
tion of oneyearaftertheterminationof thewar:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasthelategeneralassemblyof
this commonwealthmindful of the premises~tid by an act
entitled “An actto empowerthesupremeexecutivecouncilto

1PassedNovember27, 1779, Chapter874.
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sell the barracksin theNorthernLibertiesof thecity of Phila-
delphia,”2 enactedon the first dayof April last,empowerthe
presidentor vice presidentin council to causeto be set up to
public sale,and to sell and conveyto the purchasersthereof
thesaid barracksandthe lot of groundwhereontheyweresit-
uatedand cud appropriatethe money arisingfrom the sale
aforesaidto satisfy the first annual sum of fifteen thousand
poundssterling due and payableto the heirs and deviseesof
ThomasPenn and RichardPennandto the widow and relict
of ThomasPennasaforesaid:

(SectionIII, P. L.) Aiid whereasthe latewar betweenthe
United Statesof Ame~caand GreatBritain washappily and
finally terminatedand endedand peacefully establishedbe-
tweenthepartiesengagedin thelatewarby thesigningof the
difinitive treaty madeat Parison the third day of September
which wasin theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhundred
andeighty-three,andmorethanoneyearhathelapsedsin~ethe
terminationof thewaraforesaid;anditis.just andproperthat
the first annualpaymentasaforesaidshouldbe made:

Therefore;
{SectionI.] (SectionIV, P. L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet and by the
authorityof thesame,Thatthe sumof fifteen thousandpounds
sterlingmoneyof GreatBritain be immediatelypaidasby the
actfirst recitedis directedon warrantorwarrantsfor thesame
signedby thepresidentorvice-presidentin council on thetreas-
urerof this state,suchwarrantto be first enteredin theoffice
of the comptroller-generalandto bemadepayableto the per-
sonorpersonswho shall be legally empoweredto receiveand
give properacquittancefor the same:and if any controversy
shall arise amongand betweenthe severalclaimantsthereof
thepresidentorvice-presidentin councilshallandmayat their
discretionneverthelessproceedto pay the said sum of fifteen
thousandpoundssterlingto and amongstthe representatives
of the saidThomasPennand RichardPennandthewidow of
the said ThomasPenna~aforesaidor suchof them as shall

2 PassedApril 1, 1784, Chapter1O97~
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chooseto receivethe same,taking securityneverthelessif the
supremeexecutivecouncil shall deemit necessary,that the
moneysopaidshallbe justly andfairly distributedandapplied
accordingto thetrueintent andmeaningof the act beforere-
cited entitled, “An act for vestingthe estatesof the latePro-
prietariesof Pennsylvaniain theCommonwealth,”1

(Section17, P. L.) And whereasthesaidsaleof thesaidbar-
racks and lot of groundwill not producea sum sufficient for
the paymentof the said fifteen thousandpoundssterling now
due,andwhich oughtto bepaidasaforesaidandit is therefore
properandnecessaryto makefurtherprovisionfor makingsuch
payment:

[Section II.] (Section171, P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,Thatin addition to the moneyswhich have
arisenand shall ariseand comeinto thetreasuryof this state
from and on accountQf the sale of the said barracksandlot
of groundtherebe andshallbeappropriatedsomuchasshall
benecessaryto makeup theresidueof thesaidfifteenthousand
poundssterling, of the moneyswhich have beenreceivedor
arisen,and becomeduefor imposts,or dutieson goods,wares
andmerchandiseimportedinto this state,betweenthe twenty-
fifth day of March lastand thefirst dayof Novemberlast; and
in caseany of the moneyarisingor to arisefrom the saleof
the said barracksand lot of groundshall be outstanding,or
not paidinto thetreasuryatthepassingof this act,thena sum
equalto suchoutstandingsshall beadvancedout of the said
impostsand duties and suchadvancementshall be adjusted
by the treasurerwhensuchoutstandingmoney shall be paid
into thetreasury.

[SectionIII.] (SectionVII, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatthe said sum of fifteen thou-
sandpoundssterling shall be paid as aforesaidin English
guineasweighingfive pennyweightsandsix grainseachat the
rateof twenty-oneshillings eachorin Spanishmilled dollars
weighingseventeenpennyweightsand six grainseachat the
rateof fourshillingsandsixpenceeach,or in othergold or sil-
ver coin at the like rate or proportionatevalue together
with lawful i nterestfrom the [said] third day of Septem-
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ber last, to the time of paymentor offer of paymentby the
supremeexecutivecouncil of thesaidfifteen th~usandpounds,.
such offer of payment shall be by calling upon the per-
sonsentitledto receivethesaidsumof fifteen thousandpounds
to appearin personor by [his or their] lawful attorney [or
attorneys]bynoticeto that effect, publishedin threesuccessive
weeklynewspapersof Philadelphia;ten daysafterthelast of
which noticesall interestuponthesaidsumshallcease.

PassedFebruary10, 1785. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p~409,etc. See

theAct of AssemblypassedMarch28, 1787,Chapter1284.

CHAPTERMCXXXI.

AN ACT TO DISSOLVE THE MARRIAGE OF NATHANIEL IRWIN AND

MARTHA, HIS WIFE.

(SectionI, P. L) WhereasNathanielIrwin, of the township
of Warringtonandcountyof Bucks,ministerof thegospel,hath
appliedto this generalassemblyby petition, therein setting
forth that his wife Marthahathbeenguilty of adulteryandby
suchandotherpartsof herconducthasinducedhim to praythe
legislatureto granthim a divorcefrom herthesaidMartha:

(SectionII, P. L) And whereasby authenticatedcopiesof
therecordsof two severalcourtsof justiceaswell asby other
evidencethe housearefully convincedthesaid MarthaIrwin
hathbeenguilty of the crimewith which sheis chargedin said
petition:

Therefore,
[SectionI.] (SectionIII, P.L.) Beit enactedandit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authorityof thesame,Thatthemarriageof thesaidNathaniel
Irwin with thesaidMarthaIrwin be dissolved,andit is accord-


