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poseof erectingthereona hail, libraryandsuchotherbuildings
or apartmentsasthesaidsocietymaythink necessaryfor their
properaccommodation.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalways and it is
theintentionandmeaningof this actthatthesaidlot of ground
shallnotbesold, leasedor transferredby thesaidPhilosophical
Society or their successors,to any otherpersonor personsor
bodies corporate,nor shall the samebe applied by the said
societyto any otheruseor purposebut that of erectingbuild-
ingsfor theaccommodationof thesaidsocietyashereinbefore
specified.

PassedMarch 28, 1785. Reco~’dedL. B. No. 2, p. 484. Seethe

Act of AssemblypassedMarch 17, 1786, Chapter1211.

OHAPTER MOXLVIII.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF INSOLV~NTDEBTORS NOW CONFINEDIN

THE SEVERAL GAOLS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasapplicationhathbeenmadeby pe-
tition to this housefrom a considerablenumberof prisoners
confinedin divers gaolswithin this statefor debt, to be dis-
chargedfrom furtherconfinement:

And whereas many through misfortuneand .unavoidable
lossesarebecomewholly unableto dischargetheseveraldebts
dueto thecommonwealthaswell asto individuals:

And whereasthe twenty-eighthsectionof the constitution
provides,“That the personof a debtor,where thereis not
strongpresuniptionof fraud shall not be continuedin prison
afterdeliveringup bonafideall his estaterealandpersonalfor
theuseof his creditors,” thereforein conformity to the afore-
said sectionof theconstitution:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby
enactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the Oom
monwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby
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the authority of the same,That any threejusticesof county
courtsof commonpleasin andfor thecity of Philadelphiaand
the severalcountieswithin this commonwealth,be and they
areherebyauthorizedandrequiredupontherespectivepetition
of theseveraldebtorsnow confinedwithin thegaol~undertheir
jurisdiction whetherthe amountof their debtsrespectivelyto
any one personbe more or less than one hundred and fifty
pounds,to opena specialcourt of commonpleasat suchtime
astheythink properandto grantuntothem andeachof them
thelike relief asby the lawsnowin forcewithin this stateis
providedfor insolvent debtorswho are confinedunderexecu-
•tions for debtnot exceedingone hundredand fifty poundsto
any oneperson.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatthesamecourtsuponthe sev-
eral applicationsto them to be madeasaforesaidshall there-
uponproceedin all things(exceptashereinafterexcepted)con-
formablyto the purport, true intent and meaningof the sev-
eral acts of assemblynow in force in this commonwealthfor
the relief of insolvent debtors,not owing more thanone hun-
dred and fifty poundsto any onepersonasaforesaid,andthat
their severaland respectivedischargesshall be equally good
and bindingto all intentsandpurposes.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) Providedalwaysandbe it
further enactedby theauthority aforesaid,Thatif anycreditor
or creditorsof therespectiveprisonersnow confinedin thesev-
eral gaolswithin this commonwealthor eitherof themdo not
or shallnotresidewithin this stateat thetime of suchproceed-
ings beforethesaidcourt, that theserviceof noticeof a.pplica
tions to thesaidcourtor of anyrule or order of thesamecourt
in the premiseson theknownagentor attorneyof suchcredi-
tor or creditorswithin this stateshall beequallyvalid andef-
fectual asif the samenotice or noticeswere servedon such
creditor orcreditorsin person.

(SectionV, P. L.) Provided also,That none of thesaid pris-
onersnow confinedasaforesaidshallbe debarredor excluded
the benefitherebyintendedto begraiitedunto them and each
of them by reasonthatthey or eitherof themhavenotresided

34—XI



,53Q The statutesat Large of Pennsylvania~. [1782

within this statefor thespaceof two yearsnextbeforehis, her
or theii~imprisonment.

[SectionIV.] (SectionVI, P.L.) And be it furtherprovided
andenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thataftereitheror all
of the said~prisonersconfinedas aforesaidshall havesurren-
deredall his, her or their property both real and. personalfor
theuseof his, heror theirrespectivecreditors,andadducingto
the court sufficient proof that no fraud or emb~eszlementhath
beencommittedby themoreitherof them,it shallnotbe lawful
for the court so discharginghim, her or them, to remandto
gaol him, herorthemalthoughthecreditoror creditorsof him,
her or them so dischargedshall desirethe same,and offer to
give securityto pay suchweekly allowanceto the saiddebtor
~r debtorsor anyof themastherespectivecourtsshallassess.

[SectionV.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And beit furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That the samecourts shall and may
grant relief unto all personsconfinedas aforesaid,for debt
(other than for fines and forfeitures for crimesand misde-
meanors)dueto thecommonwealthor for rentduefrom them
to their respectivelessorsor landlordsin thesamemannerand
form as aforesaid,any law to thecontrarynotwithstanding.

PassedMarch 30, 1785. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 489. Seethe
Act of Assembly passedApril 14, 1729-30,Chapter315.

CflAPTER MCXLIX.

AN ACT FORTHE RELIEF OF SUCH PERSONSAS HAVE DEBTS DUE TO
THEM FROM THE ESTATES OF PERSONSATTAINTED OF TREASON
AND CONFISCATED IN THE LATE WAR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
THEREIN MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P.L.) Whereasby anactof theLegislatureof this
commonwealthpassedthe first day of April, one thousand
sevenhundredandeighty-four,it wasdirectedthat certificates
shOuldbe issuedfor balancesdue by the stateto the citizens
thereofupon accountssettledby thecomptroller-general:


