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time makereportundertheir handsand sealsto the executive
council of their proceedingsin thepremisesand of theline of
boundarywhich shall be agreedupon betweenthem and the
commissionerson the partof the stateof New York, in order
that the samemay be ratified and establishedby act of the
legislatureof this commonwealthasthe boundaryof jurisdic-
tion betweenthis !ommonweaithandthe stateof New York.

PassedMarch 31, 1785. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 625.

CHAPTER MCLV.

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE APPOINTMENT OF NEW COMMISSIONERS
TO EXECUTETHE ACT OF ASSEMBLY, ENTITLED “AN ACT DEClAR-
ING THE RIVER SUSQUEHANNA, AND OTHER STREAMS THEREIN
NAMED, PUBLIC HIGHWAYS, FOR IMPROVING THE NAVIGATION OF
THE SAID RIVER AND STREAMS, AND FOR PRESERVINGTHE FISH
IN THE SAME,” AND TO EXTEND THE POWERSOF THE SAID COM-
MISSIONERS TO ALL PARTS OF THE SAME RIVER WITHIN THIS
STATE.1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasdiversof thecommissionersnamed
in theactof assembly,entitled“An act declaringtheriver Sus-
quehanna~andother streamstherein mentionedhighwaysfor
improving thenavigationof the sameriver andstreamsandfor
preservingthefish in thesame,”which wasenactedin thelate
provinceof Pennsylvaniaon theninthdayof March,which was
in the year of our Lord one thousandsevenhundredandsev-
enty-one,are~incedeceased,andit is properthat newcommis-
sionersbe appointed,in the steadof t]~ecommissionerswho
werenamedin the sameact;

Therefore,
[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L..) Be it enactedandit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authority of the same,Thatthe surviving commissionerswho
arenamedin theactaforesaidshallbeandthesamearehereby

1. PassedMarch9, 1771, Chapter627.
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supersededandthe presidentandin ‘his absencethe vice-presi-
dentwith thecouncilshallassoonasconvenientlymaybenom-
inateandcommissiontwentypersonsof knowledgeandactivity,
residing within twentymiles of the said river or of oneof the
streamsthereinnamedto be commissionersfor the purposede-
clared an~lset forth in the saidact [and in this act] who, or
the majorpart of them,or of their successors,to beappointed
in thesteadof anycommissioner,whoshallresign,removewith-
out the limits aforesaid,misbehaveor die, shalldo andperform
all the duties, and exercise all andsingularthe authorities,
which by the actaforesaid,are enjoineduponor vestedin the
commissionersin thesameact named.

(SectionIII, P.L.) And~whereasthe commissionersfirstafore-
said,were,by the saidact,restrainedfrom clearingandremov-
ing thenafuralobstructionsto thenavigationof the sameriver,
southwardsof Wright’s ferry,

And whereasthe extensivecountrieswhi~hare wateredby
theriver Susquehanna,andthe numerousbranchesthereof,are
stockedwith immensequantitiesof oak, pine andother trees,
suitablefor staves,heading,scantling,boards,planks,timbers
for ship building, masts,yardsandbowsprits,fromwhich great
profit andadvantagemight ariseto the ownersthereof,if the
samecouldbe conductedin rafts andotherwisedownthe said
river to thewatersof Chesapeake,which treesmust otherwise
perishon the landswhereontheygrew:

For remedywhereof,
[SectionII.] (SectionIV, P.L.) Be it enactedby theauthority

aforesaid,That the river Susquehannashall be deemedand
taken to be apublic highway in all partsthereofwithin this
state,from the division line of thestateof Marylandandthis
stateupwards, to the town of Northumberland,in the county
of Northumberland,andthence,by andalong eachof the two
greatbranchesof the sameriver, whichmeetat the saidtown,
in andthroughoutthe whole length andbreadthof the same
river, andthe dutiesandauthoritiesof the commissionersto be
namedasaforesaidshallbeextendedandexercisedaccordingly.

(SectionV, P. L.) And whereasthespecificpenaltiesin money
providedanddeclaredin andby theactaforesaidfor thepunish-
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mentof offendersagainst‘the regulationsand directionsof the
samearefrom the rise,which, sincethe enactingthereof,has
happenedin thepricesof mostof thenecessariesof life, become
too small to enforceobediencethereto:

Andwhereasoffencesagainstthesameactare in somecases
madecognizablebeforeany justice of the peaceand4theright
of trial by jury is therebyinfringed;

[SectionIII.] (SectionVI, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatall thespecificpenaltiesin money
providedanddeclaredby thesameact shallhenceforthin every
casebedoublethesumsthereinsetforth,and everypersonwho
shallbechargedwith offendingagainsttheactaforesaidor this
act shallbe prosecutedin the courtof quartersessionsof the
peaceof thepropercountyand not in thesummaryway afore-
said.

[SectionIV.] (SectionVII, P.L.) Providedalwaysandbe.it
further enactedby the authority aforesaid,Thatthe commis-
sionersto beappointedby virtue of this act shall everyyear
hereafterbeforethe fifteenth day of March within suchyear
renderto the comptroller-generalof this statea particularac-
countsupportedbythepropervouchersof all thesumsof money
which shallcometo their handsrespectivelyandof all sumsof
money which shall beexpendedby them in pursuanceof this
act for andduring the yearpreceding,in orderthat thesame
maybeadjusted,settledandallowed.

PassedMarch 31, 1785. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 498.

CHAPTER MCLVI.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE AGENT OR AGENTS OF HIS MOST CHRISTIAN
MAJESTY TO SUE FOR AND RECOVER IN A MORE SPEEDY WAY ANY
DEBT OR DEMAND THAT MAY BE DUE TO THEM IN THIS STATE.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe United Statesin generaland
this statein particularhavereceivedthe most importantas-
sistanceandnumerousbenefitsfrom thefriendshipof his most

a


