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CHAPTER MCLX.

AN ACT TO ENLARGE THE SUMMARY JURISDICTIONOF THE JUSTICES
OF THE PEACE IN ACTIONS OF DEBT OR DEMAND, TO SUMS NOT
EXCEEDING TEN POUNDS, AND TO REPEAL AN ACT, ENTITLED
“A SUPPLEMENTTO AN ACT FOR THE MORE EASY AND SPEEDYRE-
COVERYOF SMALL DEBTS.”1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit is manifestfrom the gradual
rise in theprices of mostof the necessariesof life and of the
wagesof laborers, that the value of money hath greatly les-
senedsincethepassingof theact of generalassembly,entitled
“An actfor themoreeasyandspeedyrecoveryof small debts,”2

which wasenactedon thefirst dayof March, in theyearof our
Lord onethousandsevenhundredforty and five, andit being
reasonable,andwill greatlyrelievethepoordebtorswithin this
state,and their creditors,from the costsaccruing upon suits
in the courtsof law, andfrom the greatdelays,which attend
the same,if thesummarypowersvestedin thejusticesof the
peaceof thecountiesof this state,severally,in andby theact
last aforesaid,wereundersimilar exceptionsand regulations,
asarecontainedin the sameact, extendingto actionsof debt
andotherdemand,notexceedingtenpounds;

Therefore:
[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the
authorityof thesame,Thatfrom andafterthefirst dayof May
next, thejurisdiction, authorityand powersof the justicesof
the peaceof the countieswithin this state,which is vestedin
them, severally,in and by theact last aforesaid,to hearand
determineactionsof debt and demand, not exceedingfive
pounds(either by themselves,or by refereesor auditors)shall
be andthesame[hereby] areextendedtc~actionsof debtand

1 PassedSeptember23, 1784, Chapter1116.
2PassedMarch1, 1745, Chapter365.
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otherdemandnot exceedingtenpounds,subjectto like appeals
to thecourtsof commonpleasof thepropercounty,andto like
relief to insolvent debtors,and underevery other regulation,
restrictionandexception,in thesameactcontained,asto cost
of suit, and otherwise,asif the saidactfor themoreeasyand
speedyrecoveryof small debts,werehereinrecapitulatedand
re-enacted,other thanthelimitation thereofto debtsand de-
mandsnot exceedingfive pounds;andno person,nor persons,
who shall ther the said first day of May next, bring any suit
or actronin othermannerthan is providedin andby this act,
in casescognizableunderthis act, andwho shallnot recover
tenpound~andmore,in suchsuit oraction,shallnot havejudg-
ment for anycoststhereinexpended,except,asin andby the
act last recited,is excepted.

(SectionIII, P. L.) Thatin all casesof debtor demandwhich
shallbe recoveredin pursuanceof this act,executionshall be
stayedfor thespaceof six monthsfrom thedateof eachjudg-
ment,respectively,in casespecialbail beenteredfor thesame,
in themannerdirectedin andby theactlastaforesaid.

(SectionIV, P. L.) And whereastheact,entitled “A supple-
mentto an act,entitled‘An act for themoreeasyand speedy
recoveryof small debts,’~2 in notallowing trial by jury in suits
or actionsfor debts,andotherdemandscognizableunderthe
sameby onejusticeof thepeace,is contraryto thespirit of the
constitutionof this state,andthesameactis greatlydefective
in otherrespectsandit ispreferableto supplythedefectsafore-
saidby a newlaw thanto amendthe saidact.

[SectionII.] (SectionV, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby the
authority aforesaid,Thatthesameact and everythingtherein
contained,shall,from andafterthefirst day of Maynext, stand
repealed,andbenull andvoid; andthat in themeantime the
benefit of appealto thecourtsof commonpleasof thecounty,
andrelief to insolventdebtors,shallbegranted,underthesame
act to everyperson,who shall apply for the same,in similar
cases,uponlike terms,asis grantedby andundertheactafore-
said,entitled “An actfor themoreeasyandspeedyrecoveryof
small debts,”



1782] The ~ta~tutesat Large of Pennsylvania. 575

(SectiónVI, P.L.) And~d]whereas,notwithstandingthe ap-
peal,reservedasaforesaid,by theact,entitled “An actfor the
moreeasyand speedyrecoveryof small debts,”1 to the court
of commonpleasof the propercounty,wherebythepartydis-
satisfiedwith thejudgmentofanyjusticeof thepeacemayhave
his causereheardby a jury, someof the justicesof thepeace
of this statehave doubtedof his or their authority to assess
damagesupon demandscognizablebeforethemwith equallib-
erality andjusticeasthesamemight be doneby ajury in simi-
lar cases,wherebycompleteright hathnot beenalwaysdone:

[SectionIII.] (SectionVII, P. L~)Be it thereforefurtheren-
actedanddeclaredbytheauthorityaforesaid,T]iat in all causes
•of demandnot exceedingtenpoundswhich is [sic] [are] prop-
erly cognizableby thelaws of this statebeforeany justiceof
thepeace,everysuchjusticehathauthority andoughtto pro-
ceedthereinandto assessdamagesasfully asthesamemight
in like casebedonein acourtof law by a jury, andnot other-
wise.

[Section IV.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Providedneverthelessand
be it furtherenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thattherepeal
aforesaidshallnot discontinue,stayoraffectanysuitor action
now dependingor which shall be commencedbeforethe said
flrst day of Maynext,undertheact which is repealedasafore-
said,but the sameact shall still continueandbe in force for
thepurposeof attainingthefull effectandpurposeof everysuch
auitandactionasefficaciouslyasif this act hadnotbeenmade.

PassedApril 5, 1785. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 520. See the
note to theAct of AssemblypassedMarch1, 1745-46, Chapter365.
The act in the text was repealedby theAct of Assemblypassed
April 19, 1794, Chapter1754.


