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twenty-fourhours) shall haveremedyfor the samewith costs
in a summaryway againstsuchjudgeor judgesof electionas
small debtsarerecoverablebeforeany justtceof the peaceof
thecountywheresuchjudgeor judgesshallbe found andthe
presidentor vicepresidentin council shall ascertainthe pro-
portion of suchfees and other allowancesto be borne and
defrayedby eachoffender.

SectionIX. (SectionXIX. P. L.) And beit further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatall forfeitures’by virtue of the
act aforesaidor of this act, shall be recoveredone-halfto the
useof theprosecutor,andtheotherhalf to theuseof the com-
monwealthin thepropercountyby indictment,unlessthesame
bea specifiedsumof moneynot exceedingtenpounds,in which
casethe sameshallbe recoveredin a summarywas asdebts
anddemandsnot exceedingtenpoundsareorshallberecovera-
ble, and every prosecutionfor the sameshall be commenced
within six monthsaftertheoffenseshallhavebeencommitted
andnot afterwards.

PassedMarch 4, 1786. RecordedL.. B. No. 3, p. 81.
See the Act of Assembly‘passed February 27, 1788. Chapter

1329.

CHAPTERMCCVI.

AN ACT FOR SECURING TO THIS COMMONWEALTH THE FIDELITY AND
ALLEGIANCE OF THE INHABITANTS THEREOFAND FORADMITTING
CERTAIN PERSONSTO THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP.

(SectionI. P. L.) Whereasduring the continuanceof the
war lately wagedby his Britannic MajestyagainsttheUnited
Statesof America, thelegislatureof Pennsylvaniafor thebet-
ter securingthe liberty and independencethereofwisely en-
acteddivers laws requiring certain tests of allegianceand
fidelity from thecitizensof saidcommonwealth.

And whereasmany of the inhabitantsof the said common-
wealthhaxeomittedorneglectedto takeandsubscibetheoaths
or affirmationsby the said laws requiredin the mannerand
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within the timesthereinspecified,wherebythey havedeprived
themselvesof the privileges of citizenshipand were thereby
preventedfrom giving such evidenceof their allegianceand
fidelity to the commonwealthas the public safety required.

And whereassince the independenceof America is estab-
lishedandageneralpeaceconcluded,it is judgedexpedientand
reasonableto afford to thosepersonsof the abovedescription
who are [now] willing and desirousanotheropportunity of
testifying their allegianceandfidelity andtherebyaddingto
the securityof the commonwealth:

Therefore:
~~SectionL] (SectionII. P. L.) Belt enactedaiid it is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the Common-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymetand by the
authority of the same,That eachandevery of themale white
inhabitantsof this commonwealthwho by reasonof having
omitted or neglectedto take a~dsubscribeall or any of the
oathsor affirmationsof allegianceandfidelity to thiscommon-
wealthasrequiredby the severallawsthereofor anyof them is
or hasbeendebarredof any of the rights of citizenshipshall
immediatelyfrom andafter histaking andsubscribingbefore
any justice ‘of the peace of the ward, township or district
whereinhe residesor in casethereis no justice of the peace
within suchward, township or district, thenand in that case
only beforethe nearestjusticeof the peaceto wheresuchper-
son residesthe following oathof allegianceandadjuration,be
andhe is hereby declaredto bea free citizen of this common-
wealth andentitled to all andeverythe rights and privileges
thereofanylaw of this commonwealthto the contrarynotwith-
standing.

The oath or affirmation to be as follows, viz: “I, A. B. do
swear(or solemnly,sincerlyandtruly declareandaffirm) that
I renounceandrefuseall allegianceto Georgethe Third, King
of GreatBritain, his heirs andsuccessors,andthat I will be
faithful and bear true allegianceto the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvaniaasa free andindependentstate,andthat I will
not at any time, do or causeto be done, any matter or thing
that will beprejudicial or injurious to the freedomandinde-
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pendencethereof,andI do further swear(orsolemnly,sincerely
andtruly declareandaffirm) thatI neverhavesincethedeclara-
tion of the Independenceof the’UnitedStatesof Americavolun-
tarily joined, aided,assistedor abettedthe King of GreatBrit-
ain, his generals,fleetsor armies,or their adherents(knowing
them to be such) whilst employed against the said United
Statesor eitherof them.”

SectionII. (Section III. P. L.) Providedalways neverthe-
lessandbe it further enactedby the authority aforesaid,T~a~t
no benefit or advantageto ‘be derived from this act shall be
construed’to extendto any personor personswho havebeen
attaintedof high treasonpursuantto the laws of this common-
wealth nor to any personor personswho havejoined, aided,
assisted,abettedor in anywise countenancedthe savagesin
their depredationsagainstthe United Statesor any of them
during the late war.

[SectionIlL] (SectionIV. P. L.) And beit further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the justice or justices who
shall administertheoathor affirmation aforesaid,shall there-
upon deliveracertificateto thepersontakingthe same,setting
forth the name,surname,professionor occupataionandplace
of abodeof theparty aswell asthe dayof the month andyear
whenit wastaken,the form of which saidcertificateshallbe as
follows, viz:

“I do certify that of thetownship
of in the countyof
hathvoluntarily taken andsubscribedthe oathor affirmation
of allegianceandfidelity asdirectedby anactof generalassem-
bly of Pennsylvaniapassedthe dayof
Anno Donaini

Witnessmy handandseal the day of
Anno Domini (L. S.)”

[SectionIv.] (SectionV. P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the justice or justices of the
peaceaforesaidbeforewhom suchoathor affirmation shall be
taken and subscribedshall keepfair registers of the names,
surnamesandadditionsof thepersonssoswornor affirmed,and
the time when,andshall on or beforethe flr~tday of October
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in everyyeartransmit in writing under hisor their handsand
sealsto the office of the recorderof deedsof his propercounty,
a true list of the names,surnamesandadditionsof th’osewho,
within the sameyearhavesworn or affirmed befor~‘them re-
�peetively,andthe saidjusticeor justicesshallhaveandreceive
thereforandfor the certificatefrom the party, the sumof two
shillings andno more.

SectionV. (SectionVI. P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the recorderof deedsin the
severalcountiesin this stateareherebyenjoinedto recordthe
aforesaidlists in bookspreparedfor that purpose,andshallbe
paidfor the sameby thejusticesrespectivelywho transmitthe
sameunto him out of the moneysthey may receivefrom the
partiesswornor affirmedas afores&.datthe rateof twenty-five
shillings for everyhundrednamesandno more’.

PassedMarch4, 1786. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 84, etc.

CHAPTER MGOVII.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE EPISCOPAL CONGREGATIONBELONG-
ING TO SAINT PETER’S CHURCH IN THE GREAT VALLEY IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF TREDYFERIM AND COUNTY OF CHESTER.

(SectionI. P~L.) Whereasthe Episcopalcongiegationbe-
longing’ to Saint Peter’sChurch in the Great Valley in the
Township ‘of Tredyfferim andcounty of Chesterhaveprayed
that their saidcongregationmaybe incorporated,andby law
enabledasabody corporateandpolitic to receiveandholdsuch
charitable donationsandbequestsas havebeenor that here-
aftermaybemadeto their societyand-vested’withsuchpowers
andprivilegesasareenjoyedby otherreligious societies.

And whereasthis houseis disposed.to exercisethe powers
vestedin the legislatureof the Commonwealthfor theencour-
agementof piousandcharitablepurposes.:


