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the said messuage,plantationor tract of land or to anypart
or parcelthereofwith the appurtenances,in law or equity, by
devise, conveyance,agreementto convey or otherwiseshall
hold the sameaccordinglyasthey are respectivelyinterested
thereinin asfull andamplea mannerin law andequity to all
intentsandpurposesasif the saidtitle deedshadnot beenlost.
And that thetitle of thesaidpersonsor anyof themso claim-
ing the saidpremiseswith the appurtenancesor any part or
parcel thereof shall not be impeachedin any court of law or
equityfor orby reasonof not producingthesaiddeeds~andthat
this act shall in all courtsof justicein this statebetakenand
deemeda sufficientproof that the said Nathaniel Taylor was
seizedof the premisesin his demesneasof fee, any law, usage
or customto the contrarynotwithstanding.

PassedMarch zq, 1786. RecordedL. B. No. 8, p. 1O~,etc.

CHAPTERMCCXXI.

AN ACT TO EMPOWER THE 3USTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT TO
SUPPLY DEFECTS IN THE TITLES TO LANDS OCCASIONED BY THE
LOSS OF DEEDS OR WRITINGS RESPECTINGTHE SAME OR WHERE
THEY HAVE BEEN DEFACED OR RENDERED ILLEGIBLE BY TIME
OR ACCIDENT.

(Section I. P. L.) Whereasmany personshave lost their
deeds,conveyancesand writings relating to t1~eirlands,tene-
ments,hereditamentsandpossessionswithin this state,particu-
larly duringthelatewar betweenthe TJnitedStatesof America
andGreat Britain, someof whom at the time of the invasion
of this stateby the British army buried them under ground
with an intention of providing for their safety wherebyand
from othercausestheyhavebeendefacedandin manymaterial
placesrenderedillegible:

For remedyingof suchimperfections,defectsand losses:
[SectionI.] (SectionII. p. L.) Be it enactedandit is here-

by enactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the Com-
monwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet andby
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authorityof the same,That whereanypersonor personshave
lost their deedor deeds,conveyancesor writings concerning
their lands,tenements,hereditamentsor possessionsor where
the samearedefacedor renderedilTegible in whole or in part
andif suchpersonor personsshallbe desirousto havethe said
defectsand imperfectionsin their titles supplied he, she or
theymayapplyto the justicesof the supremecourtor anytwo
of them by bill or petition, thereinsetting forth the caseand
circumstancesthereof,whichsaidcourt,affidavit beingmadeof
the material facts, may and they are herebyauthorizedand
empoweredto issueasubpoenafor anypersonor personswho
may appearto be interestedin the matterscontainedin the
said bill or petition if residing~within this state andif with-
out the samethe saidcourtmay direct andorderanadvertise-
ment [to] bepublishedfor threeweeksor morein someof the
public newspapersof the city of Philadelphiagiving notice
of the saidapplicationandrequiringall personswhomit may
concernto appearin court in term time or beforethe justices
thereof or anytwo of them in the vacation at a. certainplace
and time to make their answerupon oath or a~rmationto
the satdbill or petition. And when the answeris filed or in
casethe parties subpoenaedor any othersdo not attendor
answerthat in either casethe saidcourt in term time or the
justicesthereof or any two of them in the vacationmay and
shallexamineanywitnessor witnesseswho maybeproduced
or causetheirdepositionsto betakenbeforesomepersonorper-
sonsby themauthorizedandappointedto takethesameby com-
missionor order respectingthe facts allegedin the saidbill
andpetitionandhavesuchotherproceedingsin asummaryway
to ascertainand. establishthe saidfactsand makesuch.order
anddecreein the premisesasto justiceandequityshallapper-
tam.

[Section IL] (SectionIII. P.L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the record and proceedings
madeandhadin manneraforesaidor acopy thereofauthenti-
catedunderthe handof the prothonotaryandseal of thesaid
courtmay andshallat all times~bereaduponanytrial or con-
troversy respectling the lands, tenements,he~reditamentsor
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poss~ssionsdescribedor mentiGnedin suchbill or petition and
shall be takenand allowed as good andsufficient evidenceof
the facts sodecreedandestablished,by law, usageor custom
to the contrary notwithstanding.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV. P.L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That all andsingularthe proceed-
ings so to be had in the said supremecourt shall be at the
expenseof the party of partiesexhibiting the bill or petition
andthatthecostsin suchcasesshallbe taxedby the saidcourt
or one of the justicesthereofas nearly agreeableto the fees
allowed for like servicesin other actionor amicableor adver-
sary as circumstanceswill admit.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV. P.L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That this act shall continue in
force for the spaceandterm of five yearsfrom the first dayof
Januarynextandno longer.

Passed28th of March 1786. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 101, etc.

SeetheAct of AssemblypassedJanuary19, 1798, Chapter1650.

CHAPTER MCCXXII.

A SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT TO REGULATE THE
FISHERIESIN THE RIVERS DELAWARE AND LEHIGH AND FOR THE
PRESERVATIONOF FISH IN THE SAID RIVERS.”1

(SectionI. P.L.) Whereasexpereincehasshownso much of
the saidactas~enactsthat no morethanoneseineor netshall
be castin anyonepoolor fishing placein thesaidrivers witbifl
anyoneterm of twenty-fourhoursasfar asrelatesto that part
of the river Delawarewhich is below the headof the fails
of Trenton,andso much of the saidact as enactsforfeitures
formaking useof anyseineor netfor catchingshadin anypart
of the said river Delawareprescribedas afore~aidafter the
tenth day of May or betweenthe said falls of Trentonandthe
mouth of the river Lehigh after the fifteenth day of the said

1PassedMarch 80, 1784. Chap. 1092.


