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OHAPTER MGOLXXXVI.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING AND SECURING TO JOHN FITCH THE SOLE
RIGHT AND ADVANTAGES OF MAKING AND EMPLOYING THE
STEAMBOAT BY HIM LATELY INVENTED FOR A LIMITED TIME.

(sectionI. P. L.) WhereasJohnFitch,of Buckscounty,hath
representedto thelegislaturethat hehathconstiiactedan easy
and expeditiousmethodof impelling boatsthrough the water
by the force of steam,prayingthat an actmaypassgranting
to him, his executors,administratorsandassignsthe soleand
exclusiveright of making,employingandnavigatingall boats
empelledby the forceof steamor fire within thejurisdiction of
this statefor alimited time.

Whereforein order to promoteand encourageso useful an
improvementanddiscoveryand asa rewardfor his ingenuity,
applicationanddiligence.

[SectionI.] (SectionII. P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Oommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
andby theauthorityof thesame,Thatthe saidJohnFitch, his
heirs, executors,administratorsandassignsshallbe andthey
are herebyvestedwith the soleand exclusiveright and priv.
ilege of constructing,making,using, employing and navigat-
ing all andevery speciesor kind of boatsor water craft which
maybe urgedor impelledthroughthewaterby the force of fire
or steam, in all creeks, rivers, bays andwaters whatsoever
within theterritory andjurisdiction of thisstatefor andduring
thefull end.andterm of fourteenyearsfrom andafter thepre-
sentsessionof the legislature.

[SectionII.] (Section III. P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the’ authorityaforesaid,That if anypersonor personswhat-
soever,without beingproperlyauthorizedbyhim the saidJohn
Fitch, his heirs, executorsor administrators,shall make, use,
employor navigateanyboator water craft which shallor may
beurged, impelled, forced or driven through thewaterby the
force, power or agencyof fire or steamasaforesaidwithin the
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territory or jurisdiction of this state,everypersonor persons
so offendingagainstthetenor,true intent andmeaningof this
act for eachandevery such offenseshall forfeit andpayunto
the said JohnFitch, his heirs, executorsor admini~tratorsor
to suchother personor personsashethe said JohnFitch, his
heirsor assignsshall authorizeandempowerfor that purpose

- the sum of one hundredpoundsto be recoveredby action of
debtin anycourtof recordwithin this statewhereinthesame
may be cognizablewith cost of suit andshall also forfeit to
him ‘the said John Fitch, hi~heirs or assigns,all suchboat,
boatsor water craft togetherwith the steamengineand all
appurtenancesthereofto be recoveredin manneraforesaidwith
costsof suit.

[Section III.] (SectionIV. P. L.) Providedalwaysand be
it furtherenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatüeitherthis
actnor any clause,matterorthing thereincontainedshall be
takenj’deemedor construedto prohibit or preventany person
or personsfrom making, usingemployingor navigatingwithin
thisstateanykinds of boatsorwatercraftheretoforeinvented
orhereafterto be inventedon anyotherprinciple,construction
or modelwhich maybeurged,impelled,forcedordriven along
throughthewaterby anyotherpower,force,agencyor means,
exceptfire or steam.

PassedMarch 28, 1787, Recorded L. B. Na. 3, p. 213, etc.

CHAPTERMCCLXXXVII.

AN LOT TO INCORPORATE THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF LONDONDERRY IN THE COUNTY OF DAUPHIN.

(SectionI. P.L.) Whereasdivers membersof thePresbyter-
ian churchof Londonderryin ‘the countyof Dauphinby their
petition haveprayedthat their said congregationmay be in-
corporatedand by law enabledasa body politic andcorporate
to receiveand hold suchcharitabledonationsandbequestsas
mayfrom timeto time bemadeto their societyandvestedwith


