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struedto preventor baranypersonor personsfrom. enjoying,
haying or pursuingin due courseof law his, heror their own
privateclaim, right, title orpossessionof, to or in the saidlots
or eitherof them orto anypartof themor to eitherof them.

PassedMarch 29, 1787. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 236, etc.

CHAPTER MCCXCIV.

AN ACT TO ALTER THE TEST OF ALLEGIANCE TO THIS COMMON-
WEALTH REQUIRED BY AN ACT PASSED THE FOURTH DAY OF
MARCH ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX, EN-
TITLED “AN ACT FOR SECURING TO THIS COMMONWEALTH THE
FIDELITY AND ALLEGIANCE OF THE. INHABITANT’S THEREOFAND
FOR ADMITTING CERTAIN PERSONSTO THE RIGHT OF CITIZEN-
SHIP.”

(SectionI. P. L.) Whereasin and by anactof the general
assemblyofthis commonwealthpassedthefourth dayof March,
onethousandsevenhundredand eighty-six, entitled “An act
for securingto this commonwealththe fidelity andallegiance
of theinhabitantsthereofandfor admittingcertainpersonsto
therights of citizenship,”1it wasenactedthat eachand every
of themale white inhabitantsof this Commonwealthwho by
reasonof havingomittedor neglectedto takeandsubscribeall
or any of theoathsor affirmationsof allegianceandfidelity to
this commonwealthasrequiredby the severallawsthereofor
anyof them;wasorha~beendebarredfrom anyof therightsof
citizenship,should immediatelyafterhis taking andsubscrib-
ing beforeanyjusticeof thepeaceof theward,townshipordis-
trict whereinheresides(or in casetherewerenojusticeofpeace
within suchward, townshipor district, thenandin that case
only beforethe nearestjustice of [the] peaceto wheresuch
personresides) the oath or affirmation of allegianceandab-
juration in thesaidactspecifiedbeandhewasby thesaidact
declaredto beafreecitizenof this commonwealthandentitled

1Chapter1206.
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to all andeverytherightsandprivilegesthereofanylaw of this
commonwealthto the contrarynotwithstanding.

Andwhereastheoathor affirmationby thesaidrecitedactof
assemblyprescribedto betakenandsubscribedby thepersons
thereindescribedcontainsbesidesthe promiseof fidelity and
allegianceto this commonwealth,a renunciationand refusal.
of all allegianceto theKing of GreatBritain, hisheirsandsuc-
cessorsand a retrospectiveclauseof uncertainand’ inde~nite
meaning:

And whereasdivers personscoming within the description
of personsintendedto be relievedby that acthaverepresented
to this housetheir scruplesof taking anoathor affirmation,the
meaningwhereof is not plain and certain upon the faceof it
andthe governmentof this commoiiwealthis now so well es-
tablishedin the minds of the peopleat large asto renderall
fears of disaffectiontheretogroundlessand the abjurationof
theking of GreatBritain is wholly uselessasall allegiancefrom
the inhabitantsof theseUnited Stateshasbeenformally and
explicitly renouncedby the said king andno political connec-
tionwhateverexistsbetweeenthesaid’king andtheinhabitants
of this state:

And whereasmanyuseful citizensaredisqualifiedfrom serv-
ing this commonwealthin severalstations’by reasonof their
scruplesagainsttaking the said oathor affirmation whereby
thepublic is deprivedof their assistancein the variousoffices
of burdenaswell asof trust andprofit which arenecessaryto
be executedfor the supportof governmentandit is highly im-
politic to deprive the community of their allegianceby ad-
heringto a form theoriginal causewhereofhasceasedto oper-
ate. -

[Section I.] (SectionII. p. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
and by the authority of the same,That from and after the
passingof this act the following oathor affirmation be sub-
stitutedin theplaceof theoathor affirmationin thesaidrecited
act specified,viz:

I, A. B., do swear(or solemnly, sincerelyandtruly declare
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and affirm) that I will be faithful and’ beartrue allegiance
to the commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaas a free and’ indepen-
dentstate,andthat I will not at anytime wilfully andknow-
ingly do any act, matter or thing which will beprejudicial or
injurious to the freedomor independencethereof.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII. P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,That all andeverypersonsandper-
sonwithin thedescriptionin thesaidrecitedactcontainedwho
havenot takenandsubscribedthe oathor affirmation therein
specifiedandwhoshallat anytime’ hereaftertakeandsubscribe
the oath or affirmation hereinabove specifiedin the manner
that the saidfirst mentionedoathor affirmation is directedto
be takenandsubscribedby the saidactbe andtheyarehereby
declaredto be free citizensof this commonwealthandentitled
to all andevery the rights andprivilegeswhich any citizens
by the constitutionandlaws of this state’is entitled unto, an.y
former law or rules of this commonwealthto the contrary in
anywise’notwithstanding.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV. P. L.) Andbe it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That the justices’of the peacewho
shalladministertheoathor affirmation herebyprescribedshall
grant certificatesin thesameform andkeepregistersand-trans-
mit the sameto therecorderof deedsfor thepropercountyand
heshall re’cord the samein the samemannerandfor the same
feesasby the saidrecitedact is directed.

PassedMarch 29, 1789. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 233, etc. The
Act in the text was repealedby the Act of Assembly passed
March 13, 1789, Chapter1396.

CHAPTERMOOXOV.

AN ACT FOR OPENING AND ESTABLISHING A. ROAD BETWEEN THE
NAVIGABLE WATERS OF THE FRANKST.OWN BRANCH OF THE

• RIVER JUNIATA AND THE RIVER CONEMAUGH.

(SectionI. P.L.) Whereasan easycQmmunicatio’Ilwith the
Western~countryof this statepresentsobjectsof greatimpor.
tance,a readierandcheapermeansof conve~yingthe products


