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imposedandlevied in asummarywayby thejudgmentof any
justice of the peace.

[SectionII.] Be it thereforeenactedby theauthorityafore-
said,That the [said] supervisorsrespectivelyshallbe likewise
liable to be indicted in the courtsaforesaidandon conviction
to he fined at the discretionof thejusticesthereofin anysum
not lessthanthreepoundsnor exceedingten poundsfor every
suchneglectof duty of the said siupervisorsaccordingto the
natureof the case,such fines to be’ appliedto the repairing of
thepublic roadsandhighwaysof thetownshipor district.

PassedSeptember29, 1787. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 242, etc.
SeetheActs of AssemblypassedDecember4, 1789, Chapter1471;

April 5, 1797, Chapter 1953.

CHAPTER MCCOXXL

AN ACT TO APPOINT COMMISSIONERS TO REGULATE THE STREETS,
LANES AND ALLEYS IN THE DISTRICT OF SOUTHWA1RK AND TO
LAY OUT NEW STREETS, LANES AND ALLEYS THEREIN FOR THE
A000MODATION OF THE INHABITANTS AND TO LAY OUT THE
ROADS THEREIN MENTIONED THROUGH THE SAID DISTRICT AND
PARTS OF THE TOWNSHIPS OF MOYAMENSING AND PASSYUNK.

(SectionI. P. L.) Whereasthedistrict of Southwark.hasbe-
comepopulousandthe freeholdersthereof are daily erecting
buildings and making improvementstherein,but for want of
apublic andgeneralregulationof thestreets,lanesandalleys,
they are irregularly placedandthereis dangerthat in time
they will becomea heap of confusedbuildingswithout order
or designunlessa remedybe speedilyapplied:

And whereasit is highly necessarythat every town or part
of a town shouldhaveadirect andconvenientcommunication
with the country in order to any easyexchangeof the neces-
sariesof life with eachotherandthereis no roadfrom thedis-
trict of Southwarkto the surroundingcountry but what is cir~

-.. ;,~.‘ .‘,,

cuitousand inconvenient.
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[SectionI.] (SectionII. P.L.) Be it thereforeenactedby the
Representativesof the Freemenof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet andby the authorityof the
same,That FrancisGurney,RichardWells,PresleyBlackiston,
ThomasShieldsandGunningBedford beandthey arehereby
appointedcommissionersfor the purposesin this actcontained,
and they or any three of them shall have full powerandau-
thority to do andperform all andevery the matterandthings
herein mentionedand containedby the commissionersto be
performedandthatin caseof thedeath,resignationor inability
of anyor eitherof the saidcommissioners,it shallandmaybe
lawful for thesupremeexecutivecouncilof this commonwealth
to appoint anotheror other proper and judicious person or
personsto supplyhis or their placesfrom timeto time, which
personor personssoto beappointed’shallhavethe samepowers
asif he o’r theywerenamedin thisact.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII. P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatthe saidcommissionersbefore
theytakeupon themselvesthe dutiesrequiredby this actshall
takeandsubscribebeforeoneof thejudgesof thesupremecourt
or courtof commonpleasfor thecountyof Philadelphiaanoath
or affirmation that they will well and faithfully executethe
dutiesrequiredby thisactaccordingto the bestof their judg-
mentandabilitieswithout favor or partiality.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV. P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said commissionersor
anythreeof them so qualifiedasaforesaidshallhavefull power
and authority to surveyand lay out ‘such and so many new
streets,lanesand all.eys, within that part of the district of
Southwark where proper. streets,lanes and alleys have not
alreadybeenlaid out, as in the best of their judgmentwill be
necessaryto accoinodateall the inhabitantsand land-holders
with convenientways andpa~sagesto andfrom their respec-
tive grounds,laying thesameat, or asnearto right angleswith
eachother as the natureof the place anda reasonablecon-
formity to the streets,lanesandalleysalreadyestablishedand
built .uponwill admit.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV. P. L.) And be it further enacted
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by the authority aforesaid,That the said commissionersshall
havefull power andauthority to surveyandlay out a public
road or highway from George Gray’s, commonly called the
Lower Ferry to run as nearly in a right line and as nearly
parallel to thefourth streetof the city of Philadelphiaasthe
groundandother circumstanceswill reasonablyadmit, across
the isthmusinto somecentralpart of the district of Soutbwark
and‘to surveyandlay out oneother road leadingin the most
direct mannerthat the natureof the groundwill reasonably
admit from some central part or streetof the said,district
through the same, and the townships of Moyamensingand
Passyunkto theStateIslandFerry,andthesaidcommissioners
shall makeor causeto bemadea correctdraft or plan of all
the saidstreets,lanes,alleys androadsso by them to’ be laid
out andreturn the sameundertheir handsto the supremeexe-
cutive council who are herebyauthorizedand empoweredto
examinethe same, and after hearing the objectionsof any
land holders who may think themselvesaggrievedshall ad-
judgeand.determinehow many andwhich of the saidstreets,
lanes,alleysandroadsshall bepublic streets,lanes,alleysand
highroads,and shall direct the said plan togetherwith their
adjudicationthereuponto be recordedin the office for record-
ing of deedsfor the county of Philadelphiaandfrom thence-
forth all the saidstreets,lanes,alleys androadsso adjudged
shall be forever hereafterdeemed,adjudgedandtaken to be
public highwaysfor the useof the inhabitantsof this state.

(SectionVI. P.L.) Andwhereasthe public conveniencewill
be for the presentansweredby the certain knowledgewhere
andin what mannersuchstreets,lanes,alleys androadswill
in future run, but it will not be necessaryimmediately to lay
all of them open.

In orderthereforeto providefor the openingof thesamefrom
time to time as the increasingimprovementsshall require.

[SectionV.] Be it herebyfurther enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That uponthe petition of anynumberof freehoiders
of the saiddistrict andtownships,not lessthan seven,whose
landslie nearor adjoiningto suchstreets,lanes,alleysorroads,
to open any one or more of the said streets,lanes, alleys or
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roads,is shallandmaybe lawful to andfor thesupremeexecu-
tive council after hearingthe saidpetitionersandsuch other
freeholdersthroughwhoseland such roador streetshallpass
as shall offer objections thereto,to determinewhether it be
properatthetimeto opensuchstreetor road,andif theyshall
be of opinion that the stateof improvementin the neighbor-
hood thereof shall require it, ‘they shall issuetheir ‘~arrant
under the handof the presidentor vice-presidentandthe less
seal of the statedirectedto the supervisorsof the streetsor
highways within the district or township through which the
sameis to passrequiringandenjoingthem to opensuchstreet
or road andto causethe sameto beput in order andkept in
repairin the samemannerasother streetsor roadswithin the
samedistrict or townshipareby law to be opened,repairedand
maintained.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVII. P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thatif the owneror ownersof any
of thegroundsthroughandoverwhich anyof thestreets,lanes,
alleysor roadssoto be openedshallpassshall so require,the
supremeexecutivecouncil of this commonwealthshall issue
their preceptunderthe handof thepresidentor vice-president
andthe lessseal of the stateto the sheriff of the county of
Philadelphiadirectedin the natureof awrit of enquiryëom-
mandinghim that by the oathsor affirmationsof twelvegood
and lawful men of hi~bailiwick not havinganyreal estatei~
said district or township he shall inquire what damagessuch
owner or ownerswill sustainin his or their improvements
madebefore‘the laying out of suchstreet,lane, alley or roadso
applied for to be openedandupon the return of such inquiry
the supremeexecutivecouncil shall make an order or orders
on the supervisorsof the saiddistrict or townshipsin favor of
the personor personswhoseimprovementsshall be found to
be injured, for such sum or sumsas the said injuries shallbe
found to amountto andshall direct the supervisorsaforesaid
to staytheopeningsuchstreet,lane,alley or roaduntil the said
last mentionedorderbe fully paid andsatisfied.

[SectionVII.] (SectionVIII. P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That the saidcommissioners
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shallbe allowedthe sumof tenshillingseachfor eachandevery
daytheyshallbe employedin theperformanceof the dutiesby
this act required,andthe sum of sevenshillingsandsix pence

per dayfor aclerkor secretaryto assistthemin managingand
transcribingtheir proceedingsin the businessaforesaidand
their reasonablecostsandchargesin procuringThesurveysand
drafts hereinabovedirectedto be made.

[Section VIII.] (Section IX. P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That the saidcommissioners
havingfirst settledtheir accountswith oneof the justicesof the
peaceelectedin the district consistingof the district of South-
wark and townshipsof MoyamensingandPassyunk,shall be
entitled to draw orders’ on the collectorsof the road tax for
the said districts andtownshipsrespectivelyfor suchpropor-
tionablepartsof theexpensesandallowancesto them accruing
as in the judgmentof the saidcommissionersthe saidtown-
shipsanddistrictsought reasonablyto pay,andthe severalcol-
lectorsof the roadtaxesin andfor the saiddistrict andtown-
shipsare herebyrespectivelyenjoinedandrequiredto paythe
amountof such ordersandthe sameshall be allowed to the
saidcollectorsin the settlementof their accounts.

[Section IX.] (Section•X. P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the damageswhich shall be
found to be sustainedby any personor personsin their im-
provementsby meansof openinganyof the streets,lanes,al-
leys or roadsaforesaid,shallbe paidby the supervisorsof the
saidstreets,lanes,alleys or roadswithin the district or town-
ship in which the sameshall be, out of any moneysin their
handsraisedby anduponthe inhabitantst]iereof.,

PassedSeptember29, 1787. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 258, etc.
SeetheActs of Asse~b1ypassedMarch28, 1796,Chapter1890.


