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OHAPTER ?sf000XXXII.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE
GOSPEL AMONG THE HEATHEN FORMED BY MEMBERS OF THE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE UNITED BRETHREN OR UNIT.AS FRA-
TRUK

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit hasbeenrepresentedto this
houseby theReverend~lohnEttwein,oneof thebishopsof the
church calledUnitasFratrumor theUnitedBrethren,andthe
ReverendJohnMeder,pastor in ordinaryof the said church
in thecity of Philadelphia,thatsincetheyearof ourLord one
thousandsevenhundredandforty whenthesaidchurchbegan
to makesettlementsin Americatheprincipalaim of their mem-
berscoming over from Europewasto carrytheglorioustruths
of the Gospelto theIndianshere,that theyhavewithout inter-
missioncontinuedtheir laborsamongthe Indiansandnotwith-
standingtheincreaseof expensesand otherdifficultie~arere-
solvedto pursueand supportthis commendablework and for
this purposehaveformeda societyfor propagatingtheGospel
amongthe heathenand enteredinto certainrules of associa-
tion (a copy whereoftheyhavesubjoinedto their petition) and
prayedto incorporatethe saidsociety:

And whereasthepropagationof the Gospelamongthe In-
dians of Americais of greatimportanceto the citizensof this
and other the United Statesand may by the blessingof God
be conduciveto the peaceand securityof theinhabitantsand
settlersof our frontiers, and by living examplesof the mis-
sionariesandthe convertsthe savagesmaybe inducedto turn
their mindsto the Ohrist.ian religion, industry and social life
with thecitizensof the UnitedStates:

And whereasthis houseis disposedto exercisethe powers
vestedin thelegislatureof thecommonwealthfor the encour-
agementof all piousandcharitablepurposes:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedandit
is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the
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Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet and
by theauthorityof thesame,ThattheReveren)-JohnEttwein,
bishop, FrederickWilliam Von Marshall,gentleman,theRev-
erendAndrewHubnerandPaul Munsiter,HansChristianVon
Schweinitz,gentleman,the ReverendDavid Zeisberger,junior,
John AugustKliugsohr, JeremiahDeucke,OharlesGotthold
Reichel,DanielKoehier,Christian Beozeinand GodfreyPrae-
zel,thepresentdirectorE,theReverendBernhardAdamGrube,
FrederickPeterseniorand‘JacobVanYleck, thepresentassist-
ant directorsof the said society, the ReverendJohn Herbst,
John Medar, FrancisBoahier, JamesBirkby, Lewis Boehier,
andAbrahamReineckeand others,theministersin the differ-
ent brethrenscongregationsand‘their successorsandall other
membersof said society who have and hereaftershall sub-
scribetherulesof thesaidsocietybeandtheyareherebymade,
declaredand constitutedto bea corporationand body politic
and corporatein law and in fact, to havecontinuanceforever
by the name, style, and title of “The society of the United
Brethrenfor propagatingtheGospelamongtheheathen.”

[Section II.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidcorporationand their
successorsby the name,styleand title aforesaid,shall forever
hereafterbepersonsableandcapablein law to purchase,have,
receive, take, hold and enjoy in fee simple or of less estate

• or estates,any lands,tenements,rents, annuities, liberties,
franchisesandotherhereditaments,by thegift, grant,bargain,
sale, alienation, enfeoffment, release,confirmationor devise
of anypersonor personsbodiespolitic andcorporate,capable

• andableto makethe sameandfurther that thes~ddcorpora-
t~onand their successorsmay take and receiveany sum or
sumsof moneyand portion of goodsand chattelsthat have
beenor hereaftershallbe given or bequeathed‘to them or the
saidsocietyby anypersonor persons,bodiespolitic or corpor-
ate,able and capableto makea bequestor gift thereof. Pro-
vided, Thatno misnomerof thesaidcorporationandtheir suc-
cessorsshalldefeator annul;ny gift, grant,deviseor bequest
to the said corporationif the intent of the donorshall suffi-
ciently appearupon the face of the gift, testamentor other
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writing wherebyany estateor interestwas intendedto pass
to the said corporation;nor shall any non-userof the rights,
liberties, privileges and authorities,or any of them, hereby
grantedto the said corporation,createor causea forfeiture
thereof.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P.L.) Andbeit furtherenactedby
theauthority aforesaid,That all donationsand contributions,
rents interestsand profits arising from the realand personal
estateof the aforesaidcorporationshall by the said directors
and their successorsfrom time to time beappliedandlaid out
for the maintenanceand support of [their] missionariesand
their assistants,for building and supportingplacesof public
worshipand schools,providingbooksfor thebettereducating,
instructingand civilizing the children of the convertsand
pthersamongthenationswho shallbedesirousto commit their
youthsto the careandinstructionsof thesaidmissionariesand
for suchotherpious andcharitableusesas‘are conformableto
thetruedesignandintentof the saidsociety.

[Section IV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatthe saidcorporationandtheir
successors,shall not by deedor otherwise,grant,alien, convey
or otherwisedisposeof anypart or parcelof therealestatein
the said corporationvestedor to bevestedor chargeor encum-
ber the sameto any personor personswhatsoeverexceptby
andwith the consentof a majorityof theregularcontributing
membersof thesaid societyconvenedfor that purpose.

[Section V.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thatthe saiddirectorsand assisit-
ant directorsand their successorsor a majority of them shall
and may from time to time convenethe membersof the said
societyto makerules, by-lawsand ordinancesandto transact
everythingrequisitefor the good governmentandsupportof
-the affairs of the said societyagreeableto their statedrules.
Provided always,Thatthe said rules,by-lawsand ordinances
or any of them be not repug.nan’tto the laws andstatutesin
forcewithin this commonwealth.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaid societyandtheir sac-
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cessors~haJihavefull powerandauthorityto make,haveand
useonecommonsealwith suchdeviceand inscription asthey
shall think properand the sameto break,alter and renew at
-theirpleasure.

[SectionVII.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidcorporationand
their successorsby thename,style andtitle aforesaidshallbe
ableand capablein law to sueand be sued,pleadand be im-~
‘pleadedin anycourtor courts,beforeany judgeor judges,jus~
-tice or justices in all and all mannerof suits, complaints,
causes,mattersand demandsof whatsoeverkind, natureor
form they may be and all and everyothermatterand thing
‘therein to do in asfull and effectual a manneras any other
personor persons,bodiespolitic or corporatein this common-
‘wealth in thelike casesmayor cando.

[SectionVIII.] (SectionIX, P. L.) Providedalso and it is
urther enacted by the authority aforesaid,that the clear

yearly valueor incomeof the messuages,houses,lands,tene-
nients,rents, annuitiesor otherhereditamentsandrealestate
of the said corporationshall not exceedthesum of two thou-
;sandpoundslawful moneyof thestateof Pennsylvania,to be
takenand esteemedexclusiveof the moneysarising from the
contributions of the actual membersand donationsof the
Lhonorarymembersor otherfriendsto thesaidinstitution.

PassedFebruary27, 1788. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 358.

CHAPTERMCCCXXXIII.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION
OF THE BIG SPRING IN NEWTOWN TOWNSHIP IN CUMBERLAND
COUNTY.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe membersof the first Presby-
-terian Churchof Big Springin the countyof Oumberlandnow
‘under thepastoralcareof theReverendSamuelWilson have
in a petition to this houseprayedthat their said churchmay


