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OHAPTER MODXI.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE SEVERAL ACTS OF ASSEMBLY FOR THE RE-
LIEF OF INSOLVENT DEBTORS.1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasby thelawsof this commonwealth
no personis entitled to the benefit of the severalacts of as-
semblymadefor the relief of insolvent debtors,unlesshe or
sheshall haveresidedthereinfor thespaceof two yearsnext
before his or their imprisonment;and it is thoughtexpedient
to alter thesameundercertainlimitations and restrictions,in
order to preventthe necessityof frequentapplicationsto the
legislatureby personswho may be unableto makepayment
and who areneverthelesswithout relief under the existing
laws.

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L) Be it thereforeenacteda~id
it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof
the Oommouwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssembly met
and by the authorityof the same,Thatso muchof the lawsof
this commonwealthas deprivesany personor personsby rea-
son of his her or their not having resided therein for the
spaceof two yearsnext beforehis, her or their imprisonment,
of the benefit of or relief under all or any of the acts of
generalassemblymadefor therelief of insolventdebtors,shall,
as againsthim, her or them a~whosesuit or suits any such
personor personsis, areor shall be imprisonedand so far as
relatesor shall relateto the debtor debtsdueto suchplain-
tiff or plaintiffs, if the sameshall not in thewhole exceedthe
sum of onehundredpounds,be, and they areherebyrepealed
and madenull and void.

[SectionIL] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thatat all timesfrom andimmedi-
ately after the passingof this act the like benefit and relief

‘See original act for relief of insolvent debtors passedFebruary 14,
1729-30, Chapter 315.
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which, by the laws of this commonwealthmadefor the relief
of insolvent debtorsmay or canbe affordedto any of thein-
habitantsthereofwho haveresidedthereinfor the spaceof two
yearsnext beforehis, her or their imprisonment,shall be ex-
tendedand afforded underthe samerules, regulations,excep-
tions and restrictionsand on the sameterms and conditions
to all and everysuchpersonand personsas’ arein andby the
said actsof generalassemblyor any of them mentioned,not-
withstandinghe,sheortheyhasorhavenotresidedor shallnot
haveresidedwithin this commonwealthfor any time before
his, her or their imprisonment. Provided’ nevertheless,That
nothing herein containedshall extend to or operateagainst
any othercreditoror creditorsof any suchinsolventdebtoror
debtorsthanhim, her or them at whosestit or suitssuchin-
solventdebtoror debtorsis, areor shallbe imprisoned. And
providedfurther,Thattheprovisionshereincontainedshallnot
extendto anypersonwho is or shallbe imprisonedat thesuit
or suitsof oneor morepersonor personsfor any debtor debts
exceedingone hundred poundsin the whole:

And whereasit hasbeenfound on experiencethatthe long
confinementfor small debts, fines or forfeituresof thosewho
are incapableof making satisfactiontendsto the distressof
their familiesas well asto the public injury by the burdens
createdand idle habitscontractedthereby:

For remedythereof:
[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) Be it further enactedby

the authority aforesaid,That every person who now is or
hereaftershall be confinedin any gaol within this common-
wealthin executionor otherwisefor any debtor debts,sumor
sumsof money,or fine or fines, forfeiture or forfeitures,none
of which do or shall exceedthe sum of five poundsexclusive
of costs andhasor shall haveremainedso confined for the
spaceof thirty daysshall be dischargedfrom suchconfinement
andnot be liable to beagainimprisonedfor the sameand the
sheriff, gaoleror keeperof thegaol in. which suchpersonis or
shall be confinedshall upon applicationto him by the person
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so confined, dischargehim or her out of custody if detained
for suchdebtor debts,sumor sumsof money,fine or forfeiture
only and for no othercause.

PassedMarch 27, 1789.RecordedL. B.No. 3, p. 491. Seethenoteto
theAct of AssemblypassedFebruary‘14, 1729-30,Chapter315.

CHAPTERMCDXII.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING TRIALS AT NISI PRIUS IN THE COUNTY OF
PHILADELPHIA.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereastheperiodsfor holdingtheseveral
terms of the supremecourt at Philadelphiahaveby experi-
encebeenfound too short for the dispatchof and expediting
thebusinessof thesaid courtowing partly to the greatlength
of time necessaryto thediscussionof manyimportantandcom-
plex caseswhich havebeentheredetermined,whereby many
other trials have beenunavoidablypostponedand partly to
~aportionof eachtermbeingnecessarilyallottedfor arguments
of points of law and motionsin actionsremovedfrom the sev-
eral countiesin thestate,and it is conceivedthat a power in
~thesaid court to hold courtsof nisi prius for the trial of such
issuesin factasareor shall bedependingin the said supreme
courteitherby removalor otherwisefrom thecity or countyof
Philadelphiawould greatly expeditethe determinationof the
businessin the said supremecourt and be a greatrelief to
suchsuitors asshould not be ablefrom want of time to pro-
cure trials at bar.

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedandit
~s herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
and by theauthorityof thesame,Thatfrom andafterthepass-
ing of this act the justices of tli~esaidsupremecourt in term
time or a majority of themin vacationshallbeempoweredand
theyareherebyenjoinedwhenoccasion.shall requireto direct


