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CHAPTER MCDXXX.

AN ACT TO GRANT AND SECURETO ROBERT LESLIE FOR A LIMITED
TIME THE SOLE AND EXCLUSIVE RIGHT AND BENEFIT OF CON-
STRUCTING,MAKING AND SELLING WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH
THE IMPROVEMENTS BY HIM LATELY INVENTED ON CLOCKS AND
WATCHES.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereasit appearsto this housethat
RGbert Leslie of the city of Philadelphia,clock and watch
maker, hath invented and discoveredsundry improvements
upon clocksandwatcheswhich aredescribedasfollows, that
is to say: threemethodsof communicatingthe motion from
the movementsof a clock to the pendulum in such manner
that no changeor action of the weathercanincreaseor dimin-
ish its swing or vibration.

A scapementfor clocks which gives both beatsthe same
power and advantage. An improvementupon horizontal
watchesby which both beatsareinsideof the cylinder, which
reducesthefriction and givesa greatermotion to thebalance.

A balancewheel and cylinderwhich haveevery advantage
of the last abovementionedimprovement.

A balancewheelandvergewith spiralwingsorpalletswhich
give a largemotion to thebalance,And,

A cycloid curbwhich causesall thevibrationsof thebalance
whetherlong or short to be performedin the samespaceof
time. Draughtsordrawingsof all which behathdepositedin
the prothonotary’soffice for the city and county of Philadel-
phia. And the said RobertLeslie by his said petitions did
praythis houseto granthim, his executors,administratorsand
assignsthe exclusiveright and benefitof constructing,making
andvendinghis saidinventionsandimprovementsfor acertain
term of years:

And whereasit is just and right to rewardtheinventorsof
useful improvements:

Therefore:
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[SectionI.] (SectionII, P~L.) Be it enactedand it is hereby
enactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the Com-
monwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet and by
the authority of the same,That from andafterthe passingof
this act the said Robert Leslie, his executors,administrators
andassignsshallhavethesoleand exclusiveright and benefit
of constructing, making and selling within this Corn-
wealthall and every the invention and improvementsor any
of them madethereto for and during the full spaceand term
of fourteenyearsfrom thencenextensuing.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P.L.) Andbeit furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That if any personor personsshall
make,sell or useor causeto bemade,sold or usedwithin this
commonwealth,any clock or clocks,watchor watches,or any
othertime pieceby anyothernameor descriptionwhich shall
havethe inventions or improvementsbeforedescribedor any
of them during the said term of fourteenyears without the
consentof thesaid RobertLeslie,his executors,administrators
or assignsin writing first had andobtained,he, she,or they
so offending shall forfeit unto the said RobertLeslie, hi~ex-
ecutors,administratorsor assigns,all and every such clock
and clocks,watchor watchesandothertimepieceby anyother
nameor descriptionso madeor sold or usedor causedto be
made,sold or usedwhich shall havethe said inventionsand
improvementsor anyof themmadetheretoasaforesaid. And
moreovershall forfeit and pay unto the said Robert Leslie
his executors,administratorsor assignsfor every suchclock,
watchor timepiecesomade,sold orusedorcausedto bemade,
sold orused,respectively,which shallhavethesaidinventions
and improvementsor any of them madetheretoas aforesaid
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, the
sum of twenty poundslawful moneyof Pennsylvaniato be
recoveredby the saidRobert Leslie, his executors,adminis-
tratorsor asignswith costsof suit by actionof debt,bill, plaint
or information in any court of record within this common-
wealthor elsewhere,whereinno essoign, protectionorwagerof
law nor morethanoneimparlanceshall beallowed.

[SectionIII.] Providedalways nevertheless,That if any
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personor personsshall at anytime hereafterwithin theterm
aforesaidclaim to haveinvented or usedthe sameimprove.
mentsor any or either of them beforethe said RobertLeslie,
it shallbelawful for him orthemso claiming orfor hisortheir
executorsor administratorsto sueforth andprosecuteone or
morewrit or writs of scirefaciasreturnablebeforethejustices
of the supremecourt of this commonwealthto be devisedor
approvedby thechief justice or one of thejusticesof the said
court, warning the said RobertLeslie, his executors,adminis-
trators or assignsthen having the sole and exclusive right
aforesaid,to be andappearbeforethesaidjusticesat thenext
supremecourtto be held for the said commonwealthto show
causewhy the grant of the said sole and exclusiveright and
benefitof constructing,makingandselling suchinvention, im-
provementor improvementsshould not be repealedand made
void, and upon such.writ the proceedingsshall be suchasin
othersuitsof scirefaciasin the said court shall be usedand
accustomedandif judgmentshall thereuponberenderedby de-
fault, confessionor uponverdict or demurrerfor theplaintiff,
judgmentshallbeenteredthatso muchof thegranthereincon-
tainedas shall be allegedby theplaintiff and so confessedor
found againstthe defendantshall be repealedand madenull
and void, and thenceforthso much of the said grantshall be
and thesameis herebyrepealedandmadenull andvoid to alr
intents and purposeswhatsoeverand the said court shall
awardsuchandthesamecoststo be recoveredin thelike man-
ner asin othersuitsor actionsbroughtand determinedin the
said court. And providedalso,Thatin all suitsor actionsto
be broughtby thesaid Robert Leslie,his executorsor assigns
for any penaltyor forfeiture in pursuanceof this act it shall
andmaybe lawful for the.defendantor defendantsto pleadthe
generalissueand give this ~ct (andanyspecialmatterwhereof
notice shall be given to the plaintiff or his attorneyat least
sixty daysbeforethetrial) in evidenceandif uponthe trial it
shall be madeto appearto the satisfactionof the court and
jury that the defendantor any other person whatsoever
thanthe saidRobertLesliewasthetrue and original inventor
of theimprovementor invention in questionor had usedthe
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samebeforethefirst dayof Januaryin theyearof ourLord one
thousandseven hundredand eighty-seven,the verdict shall
be foundandjudgmententeredfor the defendantandheshall
be acquitted of all the penaltiesand forfeitures demanded
againsthim and shall recoverhis costs and chargesby him
expendedin defendingsuchsuitor actionin the samemanner
asin othersuitsor actionsdeterminedin thesamecourt.

PassedSeptember7, 1789. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 528.

CHAPTERMODXXXL

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF JAMES PF1TTIGREW AN INSOLVENT
DEBTOR IN THE COUNTY OF NORTH’AMPTO’N CONFINED IN THE
GAOL OF SAID COUNTY.

~SectionI, P. L.) WhereasJamesPettigre’wlate collectorof
“exciseof thecountyof Northamptonbathset forth by his peti-
‘tion that he is confinedin thegaolof thesaidcountyunderex-
ecution at the suit of -this commonwealthfor arrearagesdue
‘by him asthelatecollectorof excisein thesaid county,which
from a varietyof misfortunesbe is renderedunableto pay and
bathprayedthat an actmay bepassedextendingto him the
benefitof theinsolventlawsandit appearsto this house[that]
theprayerof thepetitioneroughtto be granted:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof
Ithe commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
andby theauthorityof thesame,Thatthecountycourtof corn-
:monpleasof the countyof Northamptonupon the petition of
..JamesPettigrewis herebyauthori~edandempoweredto grant
;~him] relief with equalandlike effect anduponthelike terms
and conditionsasto the imprisonmentof his personaste by
Ihe lawsof this stateaffordedto insolvent debtorsin casesof
debtsby them owing to privatepersons.

[Section II.] Provided, That the dischargeof the said
JamesPettigrewshallnot extendto exonerate,annulor lessen


