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AN ACT EXTENDING THE POWERS OF THE JUDGES OF THE SUPREME
COURT AND COMMON PLEAS.

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P. L.) Beit enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, andit is herebyenactedby
the authorityof thesame,That the supremecourtand several
courtsof commonpleasin this stateshall havepower,in any
action dependingbeforethem, on motIon, and upon good and
sufficient causeshown,by affidavitor affirmation, andduenotice
thereofbeinggiven, to requirethe parties,or either of them,
to producebooksorwritingsin theirpossessionorpower,which
containevidencepertinentto theissueandif eitherpartyshall
fail to comply with suchorder,and to producesuchbooks or
writings, or to satisfy saidcourts why the sameis not in the
party’spowersoto do, it shallbe lawful for thesaidcourts,if
the partyso refusingshallbe a plaintiff, to give judgmentfor
thedefendant,asin casesof nonsuit,andif adefendant,to give
judgmentagainsthim or her by default, as far asrelatesto
suchpartsof theplaintiff or plaintiff’s demand,or the defen-
dant or defendants’defence,to which thebooks or papersof
the partyis allegedto apply.
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