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CHAPTERMCMLXXXIX.

AN ACT TO CONFIRM THAT PART OF THE ROAD LAID OUT FROM

PHILADELPHIA TO THE BOROUGH OF YORK, BY WEST CHESTER,

STRASBURG AND THE BLUE ROCK, WHICH LIES BETWEEN FAWKS’

TAVERN AND WEST OHESTER.

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonweai.thof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, andit is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same,That so much of the roadlaid out
from Philadelphiato the boroughof York, by WestChester,
StrasburgandtheBlueRock,asliesbetweenFawk‘s tavernand
WestChester,is herebyconfirmed,agreeablyto the reviewand
reportmadeandfiled in the office of theSecretaryof this com-
monwealth,bearingdatethe eighteenthday of November,one
thousandsevenhundredandninety-six,1by virtue of anact of
GeneralAssemblypassedthefourthdayof April, onethousand
sevenhundredandninety-six,andthecourtsof quartersessions
of the respectivecounties,throughwhich thesaid roadpasses,
areherebyauthorizedand requiredto causethe same to be
opened,agreeablyto thesaidreportandtheexistinglawsof this
commonwealth.

PaesedMarch 21, 1?98. RecordedL. B. No. 6, p. 246, etc.

CHAPTERMCMXC.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE GOVERNOR OF THIS COMMONWEALTH TO

INCORPORATE A COMPANY, FOR MAKING AN ARTIFICIAL ROAD FROM

THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, THROUGH GERMANTOWN, BY THE

ROUTE OF CHESTNUT HILL, TQ THE TWELVE. MILE STONE ON THE

READING ROAD, AND THENCE TO READING, IN THE COUNTY OF

BERKS.

[SectionI.J (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby theSenate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-

~Chapter 1899.
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sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, andit is herebyenactedby
the authority of thesame,That JosephHeister,JacobBower,
Daniel Rose,SamuelLafferty, GeorgeDouglassandAbraham
Lincoln, of the county of Berks, and Benjamin Chew, junior,
CasperW. Haines,SamuelBetton, JohnFromberger,George
Logan and IsaacFranks, of the city and countyof Philadel-
phia,be, andthey arehereby,appointedcommissioners,to do
andperformtheseveraldutieshereinaftermentioned,thatis to
say,they shall,on or beforethefirst dayof May next,procure
two books, andin eachof them enterasfollows: “We, whose
namesareheretosubscribed,do promiseto payto thepresident,
managersand companyof the Germantownand ReadingTurn-
pike RoadCompany,thesum of onehundreddollars for every
shareof stockin thesaidcompanysetoppositeto our respective
names,in suchmannerandproportions,andat suchtimes, as
shallbedeterminedby thesaidpresidentandmanagers,in pur-
suanceof anactof the generalassemblyof this commonwealth,
entitled,“An actto enablethegovernorof this commonwealth
to incorporatea company,for making an artificial road from
the city of Philadelphia,through Germantown,by the routeof
ChestnutHill, to the twelve mile stone on the Readingroad,
andthenceto Reading,in the countyof Berks.” Witnessour
handsthe dayof , in theyearof our Lord
one thousandsevenhundredand ninety ; and shall
give notice, in threeof the public newspapersin the city of
Philadelphia,onewhereofshallbe in the Germanlanguage,and
in oneof thepublic newspapersin theboroughof Reading,for
onecalendermonthatleast,of thetimeswhen,andplaceswhere,
the said bookswill be opento receive subscriptionsof stock
for thesaid company;atwhich times andplacessomethreeof
thesaidcommissionersshallattend,andshallpermitandsuffer
all persons,who shalloffer to subscribein the saidbooks,which
shallbe kept openfor thepurposeat leastfour hoursin every
juridical day, for thespaceof threedays,if threedaysshall be
necessary;and on the first of the said daysanypersonof the
age of twenty-oneyearsshall be liberty to eubscribe, in his
own name,or in the nameor namesof anyotherpersonor per-
sons by whom he shall be authorized,for one share; on the
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secondday, for oneortwo shares;on thethird.day, for one,two
or threeshares,andon any succeedingdaywhile thesaidbooks.
shall remainopen,for anynumberof sharesof thesaidstock;
andif, at the expirationof the.said threefirst days,the said
books shall not havefive thousandsharestherein subscribed,
thesaidcommissionersmayadjournfrom timeto time,until the
said numberof sharesshall be subscribed,of which adjourn-
mentspublic noticeshall be givenin at leasttwo public papers;
andwhenthesaidsubscriptionsin the saidbooksshall amount
to thenumberaforesaid,thesameshallbeclosed;andif on that
day, and before the said subscriptionsshall be declaredto be
full, applicationsshall bemadeto subscribemore sharesthan
will fill the said books, thenthe said commissionersshall ap-
portionthewholenumberof sharesunsubsoribedonthemorning
of that dayamongall those,who shallhaveunsubscribedor of-
fered to subscribeas aforesaidon that day,by deductingfrom
thesubscribersof moresharesthanone suchproportionof the
sharesby them respectivelysubscribed,aswill, with the least
fraction, and leaving every personone or more shares,come
nearestto the exactnumberof shares aforesaid. Provided
always, That every personoffering to subscribein the said
books,in his own name,or in the nameof any otherperson,
shallpreviouslypay to theattendingcommissionersfifteen dol-
lars for everyshareto be subscribed,out of which shallbe de-
frayedtheexpenseattendingthe takingsuchsubscriptions,and
otherincidentalcharges,andthe remaindershallbe paid over
to thetreasurerof thecorporation,assoonasthesameshallbe
organized,andtheofficerschosen,ashereinaftermentioned.

[SectionII.] (SectionII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That whenonehundredpersonsor
moreshall havesubscribedfive hundredor moresharesof the
saidstock,thesaidcommissionersmay,orwhenthewholenum-
ber of sharesaforesaidshall be subscribed,they shall certify,
undertheirhandsandseals,thenamesof the subscribers,and
numberof sharessubscribedby or apportionedto eachsub-
scriber,to thegovernorof this commonwealth,andthereuponit
shall and may be lawful for the governor,by letters patent,
underhis handandthesealof the state,to createanderect the
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subscribers,andif thesaidsubscriptionbenot full at thetime,
thenalsothosewho shall aftersubscribeto thenumberafore-
said,into onebodypolitic andcorporate,in deedandin law, by
thename,styleandtitle of “The President,ManagersandCom-
panyof theGermantownandReadingTurnpikeRoad;”andby
the saidnamethe saidsubscribersshall haveperpetualsucces-
sion,andall theprivilegesandfranchisesincidentto acorpora-
tion, andshallbecapableof takingandholdingtheirsaidcapital
stock,andtheincreaseandprofits thereof,andof enlargingthe
samefrom time to time by new subscriptions,in suchmanner
andform astheyshall think~iroper,if suchenlargementshallbe
foundnecessaryto fulfill the intentof this act,andof purchas-
ing, taking andholding, to them and their successorsand as-
signs,in fee simple, and for any lesserestate,all suchlands,
tenements,hereitamentsand estate,real andpersonal,asshall
be necessaryto them in the prosecutionof their work, and of
suingandof beingsued,andof doing all andeveryothermatter
andthing which a corporationor body politic maylawfully do.

[SectionIII.] (SectionlIT, P.L.) Andbeit furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatthe sevenpersonsfirst named
in the said letters patentshall, as soon as convenientlymay
be,give thirty days’notice in threepublic newspapersin Phila-
del~phia,one whereofshall be in the Germanlanguage,andin
one of the public newspapersin the boroughof Reading,of
the time and placeby them appointedfor the said subscribers
to meet,in orderto organizethesaidcorporation,andto choose,
by a majority of votesof the said subscribers,by ballots to be
deliveredin person,one president,twelve managers,one trea-
urer,andsuchotherofficersasshallbe deemednecessaryto con-
duct the businessof the said company,until the secondMon-
day in Januarynext, anduntil like officers shallbe chosen,and
may make such by-laws, rules, ordersand regulations,as do
notconstravenetheconstitutionandlawsof this commonwealth,
andmaybenecessaryfor thewell governingthe afflairs of the
said company. Provided always, That no personshall have
morethantenvotesat any election,or in determinganyques-
tion arisingatsuchmeeting,whatevernumberof shareshemay
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beentitledto, and that eachpersonshallbe entitledto onevote
for everysharebyhim held underelevenshares.

[Section IV.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthe saidcompanyshall
meeton thesecondMondayof Januaryin everyyear,at such
placeasshallbe fixedby theirby-laws,forthepurposeof choos-
ing suchotherofficersasaforesaidfor theensuingyear,in man-
ner aforesaid,and at suchother times as they shall be sum-
monedby the managers,in suchmannerand form as shallbe
prescribedby theirby-laws,at which annualor specialmeeting
they shall havefull powerand authorityto make,alter or re-
peal,by a majority of votes,in manneraforesaid,all suchby-
laws, rules, ordersand regulationsmadeas aforesaid,and to
do andperformanyothercorporateact.

[SectionV.] (SectionV, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the presidentand managers
first chosen,asaforesaid,shall procurecertificatesfor all the
sharesof the stock of the said company,and shall deliver one
suchcertificate,signedby thepresident,andcountersignedby
thetreasurer,andsealedwith thecommonsealof the saidcor-
poration,to eachperson,for everysharebyhim subscribedand
held,he payingfifteen dollars for eachshare,which certificate
shall be transferableat his pleasurein person,or by attorney,
duly authorized,in the presenceof the presidentor treasurer,
subject,however,to all paymentsdueandto grow duethereon;
andtheassigneeholdingany certificate,havingfirst causedthe
assignmentto beenteredin abook of thecompanyto bekeptfor
thepurpose,shallbeamemberof thecorporation,andfor every
certificateassignedto him as aforesaidshallbe entitledto one
shareof thecapitalstock, andof all the estateand emoluments
of thecompany,andto vote,asaforesaid,atthemeetingsthere-
of.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVI, P. L.) Andbeit furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatthe saidpresidentandmana-
gersshallmeetatsuchtimesandplacesasshallbe ordainedby
theirby-laws,and,whenmet, sevenmembersshall form a quo-
rum, and who, in the absenceof the president,may choosea
chairman,andshalltkeepminutesof all their transactionsfairly
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enteredin a book;anda quoruiti beingformed, they shallhave
full power and authority to appointall suchsurveyors,engi-
neers, superintendentsand otherartists and officers, as they
shall deemnecessaryto carry on the intendedworks, and to
fix their salariesand wages,to ascertainthe times when and
mannerand proportions in which the stockholdersshall pay
themoneysdueon theirrespectiveshares,to draworderson the
treasurerfor all moneysnecessaryto pay the salariesor wages
of personsby them employed,and for thematerialsprovided,
which ordersshallbesignedby thepresident,or in his absence,
by a majority of a quorum, and countersignedby their clerk,
and, generally,to do all suchotheracts,mattersand things,as
by this act, andby theby-laws,rules,ordersandregulationsof
thecompany,theyshallbeauthorizedto do.

[Section VII.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And he it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That if any stockholder,
after thirty days’ notice in threeof the public newspapers
printedin thecity of Philadelphia,andin oneof thepublicnews-
papersprintedin theboroughof Reading,of the time andplace
appointedfor thepaymentof anyproportionor dividend of the
said capitalstock, in orderto carry on thework, shall neglect
to paysuchproportionsor dividendat theplaceappointed,for
thespaceof thirty daysafter thetime so appointed,everysuch
stockholder,or his assiguee,shall, in addition to the dividend
so called for, pay afterthe rateof five per centum permonth
for everymonth’s delay of suchpayment,after the time first
appointedfor it to hemade;andif the same,andthesaidaddi-
tional penalty,shall remainunpaidfor suchspaceof time, as
that the accumulatedpenaltiesshall becomeequal to he sums
beforepaidin partandon accountof suchshare,thesameshall
be forfeited to the said company,and may and shall be sold
to any personor personswilling to purchase,for suchprice
ascanbe obtainedfor the same.

[SectionVIII.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That it shall and may be
lawful to andfor thesaidpresidentandmanagers,theirsuperin-
tendants,surveyors,engineers,artistsandchain-bearers,to en-
ter into and upon all and every the lands an~enclosures,in,
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throughand overwhichthe saidintendedturnpikeroadmaybe
thoughtproperto pass,andto examinethegroundmostsuitable
for thepurpose,andthequarriesandbedsof stoneandgravel,
andothermaterials,in theneighborhood,that will benecessary
in makingandconstructingthesaidroad.

[SectionIX.] (SectionIX, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That.the said road shall be made
in, overanduponthe bedof thepresentroad,beginningat the
intersectionof Front streetwith theGermantownroad,andex-
tendinghencethrough Germantownto the top of Chestnut
Hill, thenceto Hickory town, thenceto the Trappe,thenceto
Pottstown,andthencethroughthe boroughof Readingto the
river Schuylkill, asnearlyasmaybe consistentlywith economy
and utility. Provided always, That in casebenefit may arise
from diverting the courseof the said artificial roadfrom the
bedof theold road,it maybe lawful for thesaidpresidentand
managersto alterand changethecoursethereof,so asto avoid
difficult hills or waters,or obtain bettersitesfor bridges,by
andwith theconsentandapprobationof theownersof thelands
throughwhich theproposedvariationsshallbe made.

[SectionX.] (SectionX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That it shall andmay be lawful to
andfor thesaidpresidentandmanagers,by and with theirsu-
perintendents,engineers,artists,workmen and laborers,with
their tools and instruments,carts, wagons,wains and other
carriages,andbeastsof draft orburden,to enteruponthelands,
in, over, contiguousand near to which the route and track
of thesaidintendedroadshallpass,first giving noticeof their
intentionto the owners thereof,or their representatives,and
doing as little damagetheretoas possible,and repairing any
breachestheymaymakein the enclosuresthereof,andmaking
amendsfor anydamagesthatmaybe doneto any improvements
theeron,and also for thevalue of the materials,by appraise-
ments,madein themannerhereinafterdirected,anduponreas-
onableagreement,if they canagree,if theycannotagree,then
uponanappraisementto be made,upon oathor affirmation,by
threedisinterestedreputablefreeholders,to bemutuallychosen,
whoseaward, or the awardof any two of them, shallbe final;
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and if either the said presidentand managers,or the said
owners,shall, uponduenotice, neglector refuseto join in the
choice, then it shall and may be lawful for any justice of the
peaceof the countywherethe saiddamagesmaybe done, not
interestedon either side, to appointthe said freeholders;and
upontenderof thevaluesoappraisedasaforesaid,it shall and
maybe lawful for the saidpresidentandmanagers,or for any
personor personsby his or their directions,to dig, take and
carryaway any stone,gravel, sandor earth,therebeingmost
convenientlysituatedfor makingorrepairingthesaidroad.

[SectionXI.] (SectionXI, P.L.) And beit further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said president,managers
and companyshallcausearoadto be laid out, sixty feetwide,
and at leastthirty feet thereofto be madean artificial road,
beddedwith wood, stone,gravelor any other hard substance,
well compactedtogether,and of sufficient depth to securea
solid foundationto the same;andthe said road shall be faced
with gravelor stonepounded,orothersmallhardsubstance,in
suchmanneras to secureafirm, and, asnear asthematerials
will admit of it, an evensurface,risingtowardsthe middle by
a gradualarch, andso nearly level in its progress,asthat it
shall in no placeriseor fall morethanwill form an angleof four
degreeswith anhorizontalline, andshallforeverhereaftermain-
tain andkeepthe samein good andperfectorder and repair,
from thecity of Philadelphia,by the routeor track aforesaid,
through the said town of Reading,to the river Schuylkill, in
Berkscounty; andthe said president,managersand company
shallhavepowerto erectpermanentbridgesoverall thewaters
crossingthe saidrouteor track.

[SectionXII.] (SectionXII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That so soonas the said
president,managersandcompanyshallhaveperfectedthe said
road, from the city of Philadelphiato the ten mile stone on
ChestnutHill, and so on, from time to time, any other like
distanceof tenmilesprogressivelyfrom thesaidcity to thetown
of Reading,in thecountyofBerks,theyshall givenoticethereof
to the governor of the commonwealth,who shall thereupon
forthwith nominateand appoint threedisinterestedand skill-
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ful personsto view and examinethe same,andreportto him,
in writing, whetherthe said roadis so far executed,in a mas-
terly andworkmanlikemanner,accordingto thetrueintentand
meaningof this act; andif theirreportshall be in the affirma-
tive, thenthegovernorshall,by licenseunderhis handandthe
lessersealof thecommonwealth,permit andsufferthesaidpre-
sident,managersandcompanyto erectandfix suchandsomany
gatesor turnpikesupon and acrossthe saidroad, as will be
necessaryand sufficient to collect the tolls and duties herein-
aftergrantedto thesaidcompany,from all personstravelingon
thesame,with horses,cattle,cartsandcarriages.

[SectionXIII.] (SectionXIII, P. L.) And be it further
enacthdby the authority aforesaid,That the said company,
havingperfectedthesaidroad,or suchpart thereof,from time
to time, as aforesaid,and the samebeingexamined,approved
andlicensed,in manneraforesaid,it shallandmaybe lawful for
themto appointsuchandso manytoll-gatherers,astheyshall
think proper,to collect and receiveof andfrom all and every
personandpersonsusingthesaidroad,thetolls andrateshere-
inafter mentioned,and to stop any personriding, leadingor
driving anyhorses,cattle, hogs, sheep,sulkey, chair, chaise,
phaeton,cart, wagon,wain, sleigh, sled or othercarriagesof
burdenor pleasure,from passingthrough the said gates or
turnpikes,until theyshallrespectivelyhavepaidthesame,that
is to say,for every spaceof tenmiles in lengthof thesaidroad
the following sumsof money,and so in proportion for any
greateror lesserdistance,or for any greateror lessernumber
of sheep,hogsor cattle,to wit: for everyscoreof sheep,twelve
cents;for everyscoreof hogs,twelve cents.;for every scoreof
cattle,twenty-five cents;for everyhorseand his rider, or led
~aorse,six cents;for every sulkey, chair or chaise,with one
horseand two wheels, twelve cents;for every chariot, coach,
phaetonorchaise,with two horsesandfourwheels,forty cents;
for either of the carriageslast mentioned,with four horses,
sixty cents;for everyothercarriageof pleasure;underwhat-
evernameit maygo, thelike sums,accordingto the numberof
wheelsandhorsesdrawingthesame;for everystagewagonwith
two horses,twenty-five cents;and for everysuchwagonwith
four horses,forty cents;for every sleigh, six centsfor each
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horsedrawingthesame;andfor everysled,fourcentsfor each
horsedrawingthesame;for everycartor wagonwhosewheels
do not e~ceedthebreadthof four inches,ten cents for each
horsedrawingthesame;for everycartor wagonwhosewheels
shallexceedin breadthfour inchesandnot exceedseveninches,
six centsfor everyhorsedrawingthe same;for everycartor
wagon, the breadth of whose wheels shall be more than
seven inches and not more than ten inches, or being
of the breadth of seven inches, shall roll more than
ten inches,five cents for every horse drawing the same;
for everycart or wagon, the breadthof whose wheels shall
be more thanteninchesandnot exceedtwelve inches,or being
ten inches,shall roll more thanfifteen inches,threecenfs for
everyhorsedrawing the same;for everycart or wagon, the
breadthof whosewheelsshall be morethantwelveinches,two
centsfor everyhorsedrawing thesame;and if anypersonor
personsshall representto the said company,or any of their
officers, that he, sheor theyhavetraveleda less distancethan
he,sheor theyhaveactuallytraveledalongthesaid road,with
intentto defraudthe saidcompanyof its toll, or anypartthere-
of, suchpersonor personsshall, for everysuchoffence,forfeit
andpay to theuseof thesaid companythesumof twenty dol-
lars; and if any tollgatherershall demandandreceivetoll for
a greaterdistancethanthe personof whom suchtoll is de-
mandedshall have traveledalong the said turnpike road, or
shall demandandreceivegreatertoll from anypersonor per-
sons than suchtollgatherer is authorizedto demandand re-
ceiveby virtue of this act, such toligatherershall forfeit and
pay the sum of twenty dollars for everysuchoffence, to the
useof the overseersof the poor of the townshipin which the
forfeiture is incurred,andfor the paymentof which the said~
companyshall be responsible. Provided alwaysnevertheless,
Thatthis penaltyshallnot he incurredby the said gatekeeper,
unlesswherethe old York road, the Whitemarsh road, the
Swamproad, or the old Readingroad shall lead into the said
artificial roadbetweenthe gatesfor which toll is charged.
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[Section XIV.] (SectionXIV, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That no wagonor other
carriagewith four wheels, the breadthof whosewheels shall
notbe four inches,shall bedrawnalongthe saidroadbetween
the first dayof Decemberandthe first day of May following,
in anyyearor years,with a greaterweight thereonthantwo
andanhalf tons, or with more thanthree tons the residueof
the year; that no suchcarriage,the breadthof whosewheels
shall not be seveninches, or, beingsix inches or more,shall
not roll at leastteninches,shallbe drawnalongthe saidroad,
betweenthesaidfirst daysof DecemberandMay,withmorethan
threeand anhalf tons, or with more thanfour tons during
the residueof the year;that no suchcarriage,the breadthof
whosewheels shall not be ten inches or more, or, being less,
shall not roll at leasttwelve inches,shall be drawnalong the
said road,betweenthe said first daysof Decemberand May,
with more than five tons or with more than five and an
half tons during the residueof the year,that no cartor other
carriagewith two wheels,thebreadthof whosewheelsshallnot
be fourinches,shallbedrawnalongthesaidroadwith agreater
weight thereonthanone and a quartertons, betweenthe said
first daysof Decemberand May, or with more thanoneand an
half tonsduring theresidueof theyear, that no suchcarriage,
whosewheelsshall not be thebreadthof seveninches,shallbe
drawnalongthesaidroadwith morethantwo and anhalf tons,
betweenthesaidfirst daysof DecemberandMay, orwith more
thanthreetons during the residueof the year;that no such
carriage,whosewheelsshallnot be of thebreadthof teninches,
shallbedrawnalongthe saidroad,betweenthe saidfirst days
of DecemberandMay, with more thanthreeand anhalf tons,
or with morethanfour tons during the residueof the year;
that no greaterweight than seventons shallbe drawnalong
the saidroadin any carriagewhatever,betweenthe said first
daysof Decemberand May, nor more thaneight tons during
theresidueof theyear;that no cart,wagonor carriageof bur-
den whatsoever,whosewheels shall not be of the breadthof
nineinchesat least,shallbe drawnorpassin or over the said

6—XVI
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road, oranypart thereof,with morethansix horses,norshall
morethaneight horsesbe attachedto anycarriagewhatsoever
usedon thesaidroad;andif anwagonor othercarriageshall
bedrawnalongthesaidroadby a greaternumberof hoi~ses,or
with a greaterweight than is herebyallowed, the owner or
ownersof suchcarriageshall forfeit andpay four times the
customarytoll, to the useof the company. Providedalways,
Thatit shallandmaybe lawful for thesaidcompany,by their
by-laws,to alterany or all of theregulationshereincontained
respectingtheburdenson carriagesto be drawnoverthesaid
road, andto substituteother regnations,if, upon experience,
suchalterationsshall be found conductiveto the public good;
providedalways,thatsuchregulationsshallnot lessenthebur-
denor carriagesabovedescribed.

[SectionXV.] (SectionXV, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That all suchcarriagesas
aforesaid,to bedrawnby oxenin thewhole,or partlyby horses
andpartlyby oxen,two oxenshallbe estimatedasequalto one
horse,in chargingall the aforesaidtolls, and everymule as
equalto one horse.

[Section XVI.] (SectionXVI, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,Thatif the said company
shall neglectto keep the said road in goodand perfect order
andrepair,for the spaceof five days,andinformationthereof
shallbegivento any justice of thepeaceof theneighborhood,
suchjustice shall issue a receipt, to be directedto any con-
stable,commandinghim to summonthreedistinterestedfree-
holdersto meetat a certaintime, in the said precept to be
mentioned,at the place in the saidroad which shall be com-
plained, of which meetingnotice shall be given to the keeper
of the gateor turnpike nearestthereto,and the said justice
shall,at suchtime andplace,by theoathsor affirmationsof the
said freeholders,inquire whetherthe said road,or any part
thereof,is in suchgoodandperfectorderandrepair,asafore-
said,and shallcausean inquisition to bemade,underthehands
of himself anda majority of the said freeholders,and if the
saidroadshallbefoundby thesaidinquisition to beout of order
and repair,contrary to the true intent and meaning of this
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act, thesaidjusticeshallcertify andsendonecopy of thesaid
inquisition to eachof the keepersof theturnpikesor gatesbe-
tweenwhich suchdefectiveplaceshallbe,andfrom thenceforth
the tolls herebygrantedto be collectedat suchturnpikes or
gates,for passingtheintervalofroadbetweenthem,shallcease
to be demanded,paidor collected,until the saiddefectivepart
or partsof the saidroadshallbeput in goodandperfectorder
andrepair,asaforesaid,andif thesameshallnotbesoput into
goodandperfectorderandrepairbeforethenextgeneralcourt
of quartersessionsof the peace,to be held for the county
whereinthesaid defectivepart or parts of the saidroadshall
be, theaforesaidjusticeshallcertify and senda copy of thein-
quisition aforesaidto thejusticesof thesaidcourt,andthesaid
justicesshall thereuponcauseprocessto issue, andb~e]ingin
thebodyorbodiesof thepersonorpersonslutrustedbythecom-
panywith thecareandsuperintendanceof suchpart of thesaid
road,asshallbeso founddefective,andshallproceeduponsuch
inquisition, in the samemannerandform, asuponindictments
foundby the grandinquestfor the body of thecountyagainst
supervisorsof thehighwaysfor neglectof theirduty; andif the
personor personsintr-ustedby the said companyas aforesaid
shallbe convictedof theoffenceby thesaidinquisitioncharged,
thesaidcourtshallgive suchjudgment,accordingto thenature
and aggravationof theneglect,asaccordingto right and jus-
ticewould beproperin thecaseof supervisorsof thehighways
neglectingtheirduties;andthe fines andpenaltiesso to be im-
posedshallbe recoveredin thesamemannerasfines for misde-
meanorsareusually recoveredin the saidcourt, and shall be
paidto thesupervisorsofthehighwaysof thetownshipwherein
theoffencewascommitted,to beappliedtorepairingsuchhigh-
waysasthe townshipor countyis boundto maintainandrepair
at thepublicexpensethereof.

[SectionXVII.] (SectionXVII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authorityaforesaid,Thatif any personor per-
sonswhatsoeverowning, riding in, or drivingany sulkey,chair,
chaise,phaeton,cart,wagon,wain, sleigh,sled,orothercarriage
of burdenor pleasure,or owing, riding, leading, ordriving any
horse,mare,gelding, hogs, sheep,or cattle, shall therewith
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passthroughanyprivategateorbars,or alongor overanypri-
vatepassagewayor otherground,nearto oradjoininganyturn-
pike or gateerected,or which shallbe erected,in pursuance
of this act,with an intent to defraudthe companyand evade
thepaymentof the toll or duty for passingthroughany such
gateor turnpike,or if any personor personsshall, with such
intent, takeoff, or causeto be takenoff, anyhorse,mare,geld-
ing or othercattle,from any sulkey,chair,chaise,phaeton,cart,
wagon,wain, sleigh,sled, or othercarriageof burdenor pleas-
ure, or practiceanyother fradulentmeansor device,with the
intentthatthepaymentof any suchtoll or duty maybe evaded
or lessened,all andeverypersonandpersons,in all andevery
or anyof the ways or mannersaforesaidoffending shall, for
everysuchoffence,respectivelyforfeit andpayto thepresident,
managersandcompanyof the GermantownandReadingturn-
pikeroadthesumof thirty dollars,to besuedfor andrecovered,
with costs of suit, beforeany justice of thepeace,in like man-
ner and subjectto the samerules and regulations as debts
undertwentypoundsmaybesuedfor andrecovered.

[SectionXVIII.] (SectionXVIII, P.L.) And beit further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That the president and
managersof thesaidcompanyshallkeepfair andjust accounts
of all moneysreceivedbythemfrom thesaidcommissioners,and
from the subscribersto thesaidundertakingon accountof the
severalsubscriptions,andof all penaltiesfor delayin thepay-
ment thereof, and of the amountof the profits on the shares
whichmaybeforfeitedasaforesaid,andalsoall moneysby them
expendedin theprosecutionof theirsaidwork, andshall,onceat
leastin everyyear,submit suchaccountsto a generalmeeting
of the stockholders,until thesaid roadshallbe completed,and
until all the costs, chargesand expensesof effectingthe same
shall be fully paid anddischarged,and the aggregateamount
of suchexpensesshall be liquidated and ascertained,and if,
uponsuchliquidation or wheneverthe capitalstock of the said
companyshallbenearlyexpended,it shallbe foundthatthesaid
capitalstock will be insufficient to completethe saidroad, ac:
cordingto thetrueintentandmeaningof this act (it shall and
maybelawfully for thesaidpresident,managersandcompany,
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at a statedor specialmeeting,to be convenedaccordingto the
provisions of this act, or their own by-laws, to increase the
numberof sharesto suchextent,asshallbe deemedsufficient to
accomplishthework, andto receive,anddemandthemoneyssub-
scribedfor such shares,in like mannerand under the like
penaltiesasarehereinbeforeprovidedfor theoriginal subscrip-
tions, orasshallbeprovidedby theirby-laws.

[SectionXIX.] (SectionXIX, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That the said president,
managersand companyshallalso keepa just andtrueaccount
of all andevery the moneysreceivedby their severaland re-
spectivecollectorsof tolls, at the severalandrespectivegates
or turnpikeson thesaidroad,from beginningto end;andshall
makeanddeclarea dividend of the clear profits and income
thereof,all contigentcosts and chargesbeing first deducted,
amongall thesubscribersto thesaidcompany’sstock;andshall,
on everythefirst Mondayin Januaryand July, in everyyear,
publishthe half yearly dividendto be madeof the said clear
profits amongthe stockholders,andof thetime andplacewhen
andwherethesamewill bepaid, andshallcausethesameto be
paidaccordingly.

[SectionXX.] (Secion XX, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthe saidpresidentand
managersshall, at theendof everyyear, from thedateof the
incorporationuntil thewhole road shallbe completed,lay be-
fore the generalassemblyof this commonwealthan abstractof
their accounts,showingthewhole amountof their capital ex-
pendedin prosecutionof the saidwork, and of the income and
profits arisingfrom thesaid tolls, for and during the said re-
spectiveperiods, togetherwith an exactaccountof the costs
andchargesof keepingthe said road in repair, and all other
contigentcosts and charges,to the end that the clear annual
incomeandprofits thereofmaybe ascertainedandknown, and
if, at the end of two yearsafterthe said road shall be com-
pleted,from thebeginningto theend thereof, it shall appear,
from theaverageprofits at theendof the saidtwo years,that
thesaidclearincomeandprofits thereofwill notbearadividend
of six percentumper annumon thewholecapitalstockof the
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saidcompanyso expended,thenit shallandmaybelawful to and
for the saidpresident,managersandcompanyto increasethe
tolls hereinaboveallowed,so muchuponeachandeveryallow-
ancethereof,aswill raisethe dividendsup to six per centmn
perannum;andattheendof everyyearafterthesaidroadshall
be completed,theyshall renderthegeneralassemblyalike ab-
stractof this accounts;and if at any time the said clear in-
comeand profits thereofshall exceeda dividend of nine per
centumperannum,the surplusabovethat amount,whensuffi-
cientshallarise,shallbeappropriatedby thesaidpresidentand
managersto the purchaseof suchshareor sharesof the said
stock, asthemoneyarisingfrom the saidsurplusasaforesaid
will be found adequateto purchase,until all the said shares
shallbesopurchased;andthesaidsubscribersshalldetermine,
bylot fromtimeto time,whoseshareor sharesshallbepaidoff
by themoneyraisingasaforesaid,for which sharesthe said
companyshallpaythe sumswhichwereoriginally paidfor each
respectiveshare;andwhenthewholenumberof sharesshallbe
purchasedasaforesaid,thenthesaidroadshallbe free, andno
toll whatevershallbe exacted.

[SectionXXI.] (SectionXXI, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidcompanyshall
causepoststo beerectedat theintersectionof everyroad fall-
ing into andleadingoutof thesaid turnpikeroad,with boards
andindexhandpointing to the directionof suchroad, on both
sideswhereonshallbe inscribed,in legiblecharacters,thename
of the town, village or placeto which suchroadleads,andthe
distancethereofin computedmiles.

[SectionXXII.] (SectionXXII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidcompanyshall
causemilestonesto beplacedon theside of the saidroad, be-
ginningatthedistanceof onemile from thecity of Philadelphia,
and extendingthenceto theterminationof the turnpikeafore-
said,throughthetownof Reading,in thecountyofBerks,where
said, throughthe town of Reading,in the county of Berks,
whereonshallbemarked,in plain legiblecharacters,therespec-
tive numberof miles which eachstone is distant from the
boundsof the city of Philadelphia;andat everygateor turn-
pike by themto befixed on thesaidroad,shallcausethe distance
from Philadelphia,andthe distancefrom the nearestgatesor
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turnpik~sin eachdirectionto be marked,in legible characters,
designatingthenumberof miles andfractionsof a mile on the
saidgates,or someotherconspicuousplace,for the information
of travelers,and otherusingthe saidroad; andif any person
shall wilfully destroy the said posts,boards,index-handsor
milestones,ordefacethesame,or defacethedirectionsmadeon
the said gatesor other conspicuousplacesas aforesaid,such
persons,beingconvictedthereofby theevidenceof one ormore
creditableand disinterestedwitness,before any disinterested
justice of the peaceof thecountywhereanyof the saidposts,
boards,index-hands,mile-stonesand directions on the said
gates,orotherconspicuousplaces,shallbedestroyedordefaced,
he shall adjudgedby the saidjustice to pay a fine not exceed-
ing ten dollars, to be recovered,with costs, as debts under
twenty poundsare by law recoverable,which fine, when re-
covered,shallbe paidby thesaidjusticeto thetreasurerof the
saidcompany,for theuseof the said company.

[SectionXXIII.] (SectionXXIII, P.L.) Andbe it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That all wagoners and
driversof carriagesof all kinds,whetherofburdenor pleasure,
usingthesaidroad,shall,exceptwhenpassingby a carriageof
slowerdraft keeptheirhorsesand carriageson theright hand
side of thesaidroadin thepassingdirection,leavingthe other
sideof theroadfreeandclearfor othercarriagesto passandto
repass;andif anydriver shalloffendagainstthis provision,he
shall forfeit andpaythesumof two dollarsto anyperson,who
shallbe obstructedin his passageandwill suefor thesame,to
be recovered,with costs,beforeanyjustice,in thesamemanner
asdebtsunderforty shillingsareby law recoverable.

[Section XXIV.] (SectionXXIV.) And be it further
enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That if thecompanyshall
not proceedto carry on the said workwithin two yearsafter
thepassingof this act,or shallnotwithin tenyearsafterwards
completethe said road,accordingto thetrue intentandmean-
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ning of this act, then,in eitherof thosecases,all and singular
the rights, liberlies, privileges and franchisesherebygranted
to thecompany,shall revertto this commonwealth.

Passed March 29, 1798. Recorded L. B. No. 6, p. 261.

CHAPTERMCMXCI.

AN ACT FOR RUNNING AND ASCERTAINING CERTAIN LINE5 OF THE

COUNTIES OF BEDFORD, HtTNTINGDON, SOMERSET AND WESTMORE-

LAND.

[SectionI.] (SectionI. P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Hepresentativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-

~sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same,That the governorshall be, andhe
is hereby,authorizedto appoint threecommissioners,for the
purposeof rmming,markingandascertainingpart of thelines
between’the countiesof BedfordandHuntingdon,accordingto
the following boundries,that is to say; beginningat the Old
Gap, in Sideling Hill, where Sideling Hill creek crossesthe
same;thencein a straightline by the northerlysideof Sebas-
tian Shoup‘s mill, on theRaystownbranchof Juniata;thence
ina straightline to theElk Gap,in Tussey’sMountain.

[SectionII.] (SectionII, P.L.) Andbe it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said commissionersshall
mark, runandascertainpartof thelinesbetweenthe counties
of Huntingclonand Somerset,accordingto the following boun-
daries,thatis to say;beginningon thatpartof theline between
the countiesof Bedford and Huntingdon, nearthe southerly
side of Blair’s Mill, at the foot of the Allegheny mountain;
thenceacrossthe saidmountain, in straightline, to andalong
theridgesdividing thewatersof Oonemaughfrom thewatersof
the Clearfield and Chestcreeks,to the line of Westmoreland
county;thenceby thesameto theOld Purchaseline, which was
runfrom Kittanningto thewestbranchof theSusquehanna.


